Oasis softball squad captures championship

Qasis Golf Center women's fastpitch
softball team worked on Labor Day
and it was well worth the effort.

Coach Bob Boyd's squad capped a
sterybook summer by winning the
Class B state championship at Char-
levoix. Even more remarkable was the
way Oasis battled back after losing an
opening round game Saturday to Great
Lakes Benton Harbor; 1-0.

Qasis followed the loss with eight
straight victories in the 16-team, dou-
ble-elimination tournament.

“We played outstanding defense
throughout the tournament,” said Boyd,
who guided the team to a final 26-4
record.

“It was very rewarding,”™ he said.

Qasis captured the championship
Monday with a 6-1 triumph over Bay
City as Denise Cifaldi provided the of-
fensive power with three hits and pitch-
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er Jan Boyd hurled a shutout afer
yielding two hits and a run in the first
inning.

Jody Humphries, an All-State player
from Westland John Glenn, broke a 1-1
deadlock in the fifth inning with a two-
run triple. The winners collected three
more runs in the sixth to put the game
away.

Sherry Kiselica, an All-Stater from
Garden City East, and Humphries,
were awarded the best infielder and
outfielder trophies respectively for the
tournament.

Cifaldi won the best pitcher award
with a 4-1 record, allowing only an un-
earned run in the tournament opener
against Benton Harbor.

Qasis began its road back with a 2-1
win Saturday over Ludington.

Trailing 1-0 in the fourth inning,
Oasis leftfielder Joanne Pachiva
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opened with a single, moved to second
on a’sacrifice bunt and scored on a
clutch single by Allison Cole.

Plymouth Salem graduate Sue
McDowell, headed for Indiana State
this fall, drove home the decisive run in
the fifth with a single to score Vickie
Forest, who had tripled.

Cifaldi was the winning pitcher, She
tossed a one-hitter.

Oasis then collected 14 hits in
clobbering Alpena, 7-0. Pachiva led the
way with three of the 14 safeties.
McDowell, Humphries and Kiselica
each had two.

Humphries had a two-run homer and
Boyd picked up the pitching win,
scattering six hits in going the distance.

Cifaldi tossed a six-hitter as Oasis
won its third in a row with a 4-1 victory
over Coldwater. Diane Connaughton
got things going for Qasis in the third

inning when she was hit by a pitch and
later scored on single by Humphries. A
single by Julie Stafford brought home
Humphries. Oasis then broke it open in
the sixth on a double by Humphries and
consecutive triples by Cole and Forest.

QASIS WON its fourth in a row with
an 11-0 win over. Mum Maw Construc-
tion of Benton Harbor as Boyd picked
up -her second victory of the tourney
with a three-hitter.

Kiselica paced the offense with three
hits, including a two-run homer.

In a key showdown, Oasis notched its
fifth in a row with a 2-0 win over Pe-
toskey.
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Cifaldi outdueled Petoskey’s Donna
Pagette for the win. Cifaldi struck out
seven while Pagette whiffed nine Oasis
batters. Both runs came in the fourth
inning when Pachiva and Cole both
walked and Stafford was safe on an er-
ror to load the bases. McDowell fol-
lowed with a single, driving home Pa-
chiva. Cale then scored on a wild pitch.

Oasis moved into the finals and a

shot at Bay City with a 12-1 rout over
Escanaba as McDowell, Forest and Ka-
thy Morris, who was added to the
roster from Mason's Lounge, each col-
lected three hits.

Vicky Cavallaro and Stafford added
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two hits while Connaughton accounted
for three RBIs.

Boyd handeuffed the Upper Pemnsu-
la batters on three hits.

Qasis had the task of facing the only
unbeaten team left in the tourney on
Monday — Bay City.

Boyd's sqnzd was impressive with
their first win over Bay City, 6-0, as
Cifaldi pitched a masterpiece, facing
the minimum 21 batters. Her bid for a
perfect game was spoiled by Diane
Butler’s lead-off single in the fourth.
Butler, however, did not spend much
time on the base paths. She was erased
on a double play.
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