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Girls’ basketball preview

Ladywood hopes to continue cage success

By DOUG FUNKE

‘Tom Lang, girls’ basketball coach at
Livonia Bertley, and Ed Kavanaugh,
basketball coach at Ladywood, have
compiled two of the more impressive
records in the area during the past five
seasons.

Both expect big things from their
squads when the 1980 campaign begins
next week, too.

Lang enters his fourth season as
coach of the Bulldogs with a 58-15

record. During his three-year tenure,
Bentley has won the Suburban Eight
League championship once (last season
with a 10-0 record) and finished second
the other two seasons.

The Bulldogs have won three district
titles and two regional championships
in the Class A state tournament.

Lang seems to have a knack for shuf-
fling people in and out of the lineup to
get the most from all of his players. He
has had some good talent to work with,
also.

Four letter winners return this sea-
son from last year's squad which com-
piled a ledger of 22-2.

Carla Campbell, a 5-7 guard who was
voted to the all-Observer team last sea-
son, will captain the Bulldogs this year.
She averaged 13 points per game.

The other starter back is Ann Roy, a
5-7 forward. Jeanette Bartle, a 5-8 cen-
ter, and Lisa Parsons, a 5-4 guard, also
earned letters last fall and figure to see
action this season.

Three girls who played with the JV

last season also figure in Lang's plans
— Tina Ostach, Kim Archer and Lori
Swanson. Both Swanson and Archer

+ have good size, 6-foot and 5-10, respec-
tively.

“Qur first goal is to win the league,”
Lang said. “We're young due to inexpe-
rience but I still think we're going to be
the team to beat.

LADYWOOD will not be especially
tall this season. However, there can be
no denying the speed and experience.

Brother Rice gridders gear up

By M.B. DILLON

Birmingham Brother Rice football
coach Al Fracassa can't see making a
prediction about his Warriors’ prowess
this season.

“Ask me in the middle of the season,”
said Fracassa.

“Il say this — we have three good
goals,” the Warrior coach said. “No. I,
to win the championship; No. 2, to play
as many boys as we can; and No. 3, to
play as best we can.”

The Warriors, who finished. last
year's season with records of 6-3 over-
all and 3-2 in their league, took third
place in the Central Division of the
Catholic League.

“Im not ashamed of last year,”
stated Fracassa, “We lost to a team
from Cincinnati that's the best football
team I've ever seen on the high school
level, but we held our own.

“We held our own against Catholie
Central, too. Tt took a last-minute field
goal for them to beat us. It was a good
game, and I'm proud of my kids even
though they lost.”

QUARTERBACK BRIAN 'BREN-

NAN and running back Jim Browne
left huge holes in the Rice backfield by
graduating to Boston College and
Nor:

“We lost a fine athlete m Brian, and
Jim will be missed a lot. He's a fine
runner,” said Fracassa.

That's no exaggeration. Browne led
the team in rushing last year with 1,015
yards. He was also the team'’s leading
punter with 1,049 yards and happens to
hold the state record in the shot put.

Brown and Brennan were elected to
last year’s Observer and Eccentric All-
Area squad.

Fortunately for Fracassa, 11 starters
are returning and he’s got his pick of
185 prospective players to fill the va-
cancies.

“We had about 178 come out last
year, but this year we've got more bal-
ance,” said the 11-year veteran head
coach.

“Last season we had about the same
number of players on the varsity, jun-
ior varsity and freshman team.

“When the JV's arrived before an
away game, they'd never quit coming
out of the bus. There were so many of
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them they scared the heck out of their
opponents.”

TRI-CAPTAINS  Tim MacLean,
Steve Allen and Jim Ostrowski should
prove to be Rice's key performers.

“They're the leaders — the three giv-
ing the encouragement and slaps on the
back,” said Fracassa.

“The rest haven't done anything yet;
they have to prove themselves,” said
Fracassa.

CATHOLIC CENTRAL,
has Rice revved up.

“They're sky high after wmmng the
state championship,” said Fracassa.
“They can beat us anytime. You don’t
bet on this game. It's like the Michigan-
Michigan State game. CC pours its

as usual,

heart out when they play us — we will
too,

“They won on the freshman level, all
the garges on the JV and the varsity
level. That tells me they've got a lot of
athletes over there who are very, very
good.”

Rice will use a multiple offense and
defense this year. Quarterback Dave
Yarema will be at the helm on offense
and his coach is- “very confident in
Yarema's ability. He's a great thrower
and can gain a yard or two if he has

If the Warriors are weak anywhere,
it’s in the speed department.

“I wish I had a kid that could run 100
yards in 9.2, but I don’t,” lamented Fra-
cassa.

Catifornia Cooperage hot tub or spa.

Ann Arbop  19-6:003Ton. thru Sat.
996-0696 4765 Jackson, Ann Arbior

Because HARD WORK
Has its JUST REWARD

what better way to escape the hectic pace of foday’s
world than to slip into the soothing, steamy waters of a

Come visit our shovroom and lake a ciose look at the
entire Cooperage line of quality $pas and hot fubs.

California Comtort Systens

The hnest m hot tubs, 1095 40 saa0as

‘ BAHQUET

MEETING ,
FAGILITIES

Brighton
231-1475

KALAMAZOO
COLLECTION

I ' REG.
Fireplace Insert

with Blower

The Vigilant
Check these Features
Heatsup to 1700 8q. Ft.

$804%° $675%
3579% 3475%

See Us For

Keeping your
freezer and
refrigerator as full
as possible

makes for more
efficient cooling.
Food retains cold
better than air,
thus reducing the
load on your
freezer or
refrigerator.

NOw

Takes Logs up to 26" Long.
Fireplace Screen included.

Heavy Cast Iron with Gasket Liner.
Combus

€a«we f::lo Supplies Jon the

flm\!nnlm uuh

@ 478-0444

Thamber Firebrick Level,

MIAM PAIIO STONE

We're doing it. We're driving
less, planning trips more wisely,
keeping our cars in tune—
we're taking the simple but
necessary steps to save
B W

Kavanaugh's record is as impressive
as Lang's. The Blazers have put togeth-
er a ledger of 73-21 the past four years,
19-5 last season. They were Catholic
League champs last fall.

The Blazers' two big goals this year
are to win its division and win a region-
al title, something they have never
done. Thoughts of a state Class B
championship are also dancing through
their heads.

Leslie Nadeau, a 5-10 forward who
averaged 17 points per game, is back
for her final season. The senior earned
all-state, all-Observer and all-Catholic
accolades last year.

Ronna Greenberg; a 5-10 center,
averaged 13 points per contest last
year, Geri Petrik, 5-10 forward aver-
aged nine points and Meg White, 57
-guard, eight points and five assists per
game.

All are back as is Colleen Schwalm, a
guard. Roseanne Qldford, a 5-8 guard
who played with the JV last year, will
be expected to contribute with the var-
sity.

“We're not exceptionally tall,” said .

Kavanaugh. “We're going to run a ldt
and press a lot. We have 11 players and
we're looking for a lot of contributions
from the bench.”

CLARENCEVILLE should be signifi-
cantly improved from its 5-12 record of
last year.

Laurie Stasiak enters her second sea-
son as coach and seven players — in-
cluding four starters — are back, too.

Sheila Julien, a 5-1 point-guard, and
Cherryl Ranta, 5-4% who can play ei-
ther forward or guard, will co-captain
the Trojans. Ranta averaged nearly 12
points per game last year.

The other returning starters are
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Chris Stellberger, a §-9 forward, and
Sue Anderson, a 5-9 center.

Other players back with varsity ex-
perience are Lisa Rose and Sharon -
Laird, both guards, and Mary DeWol, '
aforward.

“Our emphasis this year is on speed,”
said Stasiak. “We won't be as big as .
most teams. We will have to tey to out-
do other teams by hustling.” A

The Trojans have been working hard «
on the fast break, Stasiak added.

“The attitude on the team is great,”
she said. “They have desire, dedication
am}i most of all, determination to do
well.”

REDFORD BISHOP BORGESS is
also hoping to bounce back from a
down season.

The Spartans had a record of 4-12
last year and Denise Zatkoff, second-
year coach, figures that 500 would be a
big improvement.

Diane Convery, a 56 guard who
averaged 15 points per game last sea-

~son, and Marianne Hejka, a 5-10' for-

ward who averaged eight points, help
form the nucleus of this year’s squad.

. Tresa Redd and Amy Vassallo are
the only other two players back from
last year's tearn.

Three newcomers — Ann Biscup, 6-
foot forward, Julie Burton, a 5-11 for-
ward, and Cheryl Birt, a 5-foot guard
— are also expected to contribule sig-
nificantly.

“We have more shoaters, more peo-
ple who are confident with their shots
this year,” said Zatkoff.

Borgess has also been working hard
at conditioning.

“Hopefully, we’ll be able to play a
running game,” Zatkoff said.
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moderate speed and a steady pace.
35 to 45 miles per hour is the most efficient

driving speed (no more than 55 on the
highway). Paying closer attention to the
traffic flow can help you avoid unnecessary
acceleration or sudden braking.

Following easy steps like these really
kcan help reduce your gasoline bills,

So keep up the good work!

We're your own cancer information center.
And we try to make it as easy as possible for
you to talk over the phone. About any
cangcer concern you may have.

We're reliable and up-to-date. And we
talk frankly about things like causes, and
we'll explain terminology. We know about

with you even if you're just feeling uncom-
fortable about something you've read, or

diagnosis and treatments. And we'll talk -

Call toll-free 1-8Q0-462-9191
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heard, or seen.

If you're a cancer patient, we can direct
you to counseling programs and discus-
sion groups. To free special equipment and
supplies. Tofinancial assistance.

And better yet, we keep eveything con-
fidential.

When you have a question about can-i
cer, no matter how big or how small, call us {
toll-free. That's why we're here.

Cancemchonh




