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. SOME ANIMAL health
professionals believe the
cause may be as simple
as this summer's muggy,
wet weather prompting
an unusually high rate of
bacterial digestive tract |
infections in dogs.

But other veterinari-
ans, apparently the ma-
jority, believe it could be
exactly the kind of thing
of which Poe might have
dreamed — a mutant vi-

Veterinarians who believe the disease is parvovirus say the summer weath- ,s”',., ponel

er-bacteria theory has two flaws. First, reports of similar-symptoms locally vnliosd

seem to have started in February. Secondly, the vets say bacteria infections
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“I'm almost positive it is (parvovirus),” said Dr. Richard D'Adamo. “I doo’t - ey o
know how else to explain it this summer. I've had five years experience in this oo VERTICAL BLINDS
area, and I've never had a summer to match the number of intestinal-related A%  Decorator
casesI've had this year. 5 Cloths,

“The problem Is, to definitely diagnose parvovirus you have to find the R ’ Macrame’ &
virus”

Not much is known about parvovirus, largely because it apparently never [ FREE covered ttacks on
affected a dog anywhere in the world before the spring of 1978. It has since cloth verticals

been reported in Australia, Europe and throughout the U.S.

Research scientists last year at the Cornell Research Laboratory For Dis-
eases of Dogs concluded that canine parvovirus may be a new, mutant strain
similar to yiruses long known to non-fatally afflict mink and cats.

The disease has an incubation period of four to 18 days. Puppies are its
hardest-hit victims. :
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' The parvovirus causes enteritis, or “ulcerates a certain part of the intes-

tines. As (the dogs) lose fluids, it's like a straw-sucking effect. The body says, © OFF ALL

hey, we need more fluids here. Before you know it, the dog's got a severe o
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very disguising. You can just have a lackadaisical dog from heat, or it could be
from something. else. By the time you see the blood (from vomiting or diar-
rhea), it's too late.”

Treatment is costly. Dr. Collins first attempts to arrest the diarrhea caused
by the disease, then administers antibiotics to fight off secondary infections
possibly caused by the reduced white blood count. Water and glucose are ad- o O ) EN
ministered intravenously to restore lost fluids. Vitamins are also administered. 49 Gracd ‘Orchard Lake Rosd

Cheaper is a killed-virus vaccine available from local veterinarians, but ton Farmington Hilla
which provides only short-term immunity. Injection costs are $12-$15.

A live-virus vaccine that should protect dogs longer is promised for later this
year.
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Due to the early Labor Day, this year’s Summer Sale has been shoster than
normal. In an effort to give everyone ample time to buy quality furniture at
outstanding prices, Pennsylvania House has authorized a one week extension of
this year's sale. Now through Saturday Sept. 6, you can buy any Pennsylvania
House upholstered piece at 25% off regular prices. Save 20% on selected
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