-Garage price-fixing
charges dismissed

By TOM LONERGAN i

Price fixing charges against 185 auto repair shops, new car
dealerships and individual owners, all primarily from the Detroit
i area, were dismi: last week by District Judge

James E. Mies.

“The statute was never intended to cover services,” Mies said
Friday in 16th District Court, Livonia. He was referring to an
1899 state anti-trust law under which the Michigan Attorney
General’s office charged the small auto body shops, new car deal-
ers and more than 100 individuals in February.

The defendants, the state alleged, fixed prices by agreeing to
add a fixed percentage increase to the cost of body repair work.

The main defendant in the case was the Automobile Service
Councils (ASC) of Michigan, a Livonia-based trade group. The
state alleged the ASC, 27590 Plymouth Road, promoted the price
fixing scheme through its magazine, “The Garage Key.”

ASC Executive Director Dennis Liphardt declined comment
Friday shortly after Mies dismissed the charges.

MIES GRANTED the dismissal sought by defense attorneys in
May.

“We're delighted that the judge has agreed that this archaic
state statute doesm’t apply,” said Eugene Driker, the service
council’s attorney.

“The problem in this industry is not the small body shops. The
problem is the oppressive hand of the insurance companies who
really control the prices of auto rgpairs"

The defendants were indicted in February by a Wayne County
citizens grand jury, ing a year-long i igation by the
attorney general’s economic crime division. The attorney gener-
al's office had called 33 witnesses before the grand jury, the ma-

" jority of them insurance company representatives.

EDWIN M. BLADEN, assistant attorney general in charge of
the economic crime division, declined to say if the case will be
appealed to Wayne County Circuit Court.

“We're surprised,” he said. “It’s a matter we have to carefully
review. Attorney General (Frank) Keltey has long believed the
state’s anti-trust law does include services.”

Mies said the auto body repair case was the first criminal price
fixing case citing the 81-year-old state law. The attorney gener-
al’s office said it was Michigan’s first criminal price-fixing case
in 50 years. The businesses and individuals cited had been
charged with misdemeanors.

Shorly after the criminal case was brought in Livonia district
court, the state also filed a civil suit in county circuit court citing
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‘OCC fills trustee board vacaney

Gordon Hendefson, of Birmingham, an Oak-
land Community College Trustee for 14 years,
was appointed last week to fill a vacancy on the
college’s board.

Henderson, who didn't seek re-election in
June, was a 4-2 choice of the six current trus-
tees, over Nancy Van Gilder, of West Bloom-
field. He will be officially seated Sept. 18 to fill
two years of former Trustee Lila Johnson's
term.

Mrs. Johnson, of Huntington Woods, a former
board chairman, resigned July |11 due to a
lingering dispute with college President Robert
Roelofs over the board’s authority.

HENDERSON, 60, an accounting department
manager with the Ford Motor Co., was OCC
board chairman for eight years. He was first
elected to the board in 1966.

Henderson was on the hoard that hired Roe-
lofs as president two years ago. Regarding the
administrator’s disputes with trustees over au-
thority and policy making, Henderson said, “It
was more severe with respect to Mrs. Johnson
and him (Roelofs) because she was the chair-
man.

MRS. VAN GILDER, 42, a self-employed tax
consultant, and former Orchard Ridge campus
student government president, ran fifth in the

June trustee election.

Henderson was supported by Trustees Sandra
Ritter, Margaret MacTavish, Suzanne Reynolds
and Board Chairman Earl Anderson. Trustees
Richard Pappas and David Hackett supported
Mrs. VanGilder.

Candidates who applied but weren't nomi-
nated at last week’s board meeting included
Robert Filiatrault, of Bloomfield Hills, a Detroit
College of Law professor; Esther Pastor, of Bir-
mingham, a Wayne State University student; Dr.
Earl J. Watch, a Royal oak dentist; and Robert
‘Taylor, of West Bloomfield, a juvinile program
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director for the Pontiac public schools.
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similar charges. But Driker said the state has “done y
nothing” to pursue the civil suit.

BUSINESSES AND individuals cleared by Mies’ decision Fri-
day, pending a possible state appeal, included:

Birmingham Chrysler Plymouth Co., 2100 W. Maple, Troy,
Richard A, Mealey, president; Bob Borst, Lincoln Mercury Inc.,
1950 W. Maple, Troy; Dealer Collision Inc., 1705 Blaney, Troy,
Terrance Lederman, president; Grand Eight Collision Inc., 30870
W. Eight Mile, Farmington, Kenneth E. Muha, vice president.

Oliver Street Collision, Ltd., 392 Oliver Troy, James Fleischer,
president; Rochester Hills Chrysler-Plymouth Inc., 1301 Roches-
ter Road, Rochester, George A. Fetsco, president; Harold Turner
Inc., 2600 W. Maple, Troy, Richard Turner, president; Vaughn’s
Auto Body Inc., 101 Main St., Rochester, Robert Vaughn, presi-
dent.

Stephen G. Prusky, owner, Parmlay's Collision, 880 Bowers,
Birmingham; Harry Fowler, owner, Troy Collision, 931 Rankin,
Troy and Edward Slinder, owner, Pro Collision, 12300 Inkster,
Redford.

0CC’s registrationAup 17%

Oakland Community College’s fall

enrollment, which may reach 23,000 week.

full- and part-time students, is up 17
percent from a year ago.

1974-75 (the last severe economic re-
cession),” OCC President Robert Roe-

school.
“It's the same phenomena we saw in

20,683.

lofs told the board of trustees last
“[f‘ynn're not working, you come to

Last fall's full- and part-time enroll-
ment at OCC's five campuses was
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Best Prices in the Industry
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THREE CENTS, TO BE EXACT.

If you've got a gas water heater.
a good, 5 minute shower costs you
about 3 cents.

And that's about 15 gallons of
water.

. Enough to give a body some-
thing to sing about...at least when
you consider what inflation's do-
ing to other current costs.

No. we're not saying natural gas
is cheap. But the fact of the matter
is that natural gas uses up less of
the average family’s spendable in-
come now than it did 20 years ago.

[Ty

heating homes, cooking meals,
and warming the water for count-
less baths and showers. Natural
gas —especially when you use it
wisely —is still a very good buy.
Baking a turkey for 5 hours in
a gas oven today costs only about
11 cents. Doing a load of clothes
in a gas dryer runs you about 4%z
cents. And you can shower daily
for a month for under a dollar.
Yes, the cost of energy as a
whole has increased considerably
in recent years. But there are still

forms of energy that, in relation

to all the other costs of living, serve
us well and at a reasonable expense.

At Consumers Power,

we wanted you
to know
that
natural &3
gas is one
of them.
And that
we're trying
to keep it
that way.




