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“The State of the Region."”
That's a good title for a good

talk given last Thursday by Kent

Mathewson at the annual meeting

of Metropolitan Fund, Inc.

MF is a non-profit outfit
devoted to researeh and ac-
tion on urban problems in

- the six-county metropolitan
arga. It has provided early
financing and recruited per-
sonnel for such agencies as
New Detroit, SEMCOG, the
Transportation and Land Use
Study, and SEMTA (the

. transit authority.)

MF trustees include some of
the biggest movers and shakers
in this area. and Mathewson is a
skilled and effective guy whose
ideas lie at the heart of much of
what is going on in the metropoli-
tan area.

KENT MATHEWSON
‘Think Regional”

THE BASIC THRUST of
Mathewson's. speech was that as
far as this region is concerned.
we're all in it together. .

He believes that it is “no
longer logical to talk about De-
troit and its suburbs as two enti-
ties”...that the parent and off-
spring relationship between De-
troit and the suburbs is no longer
pertinent.” . .

He suggested that the City of
Detroit is no longer the dominant
political force in the region. and

he simultaneously attacked
“civic paranoia,” - which leads
people both in Detroit and the

suburbs to view each other with
suspicion and distrust.
Mathewson argued --
quite correctly, in my view -
- that marny problms facing
each community in this area
are in fact regional prob-
lems. Air and water pollu-
tion. Tax base for schools.
*Mass transit. Industrial de-
velopment. Airpert place-
ment. .
None of these problems can
be solved by each community in
the area acting separately. Like
the early American colonies, we
will either hang together or we'll
all hang separatgly. '

NONE OF THIS is really
new. although acceptance of the
idea of regionalism is going to
take a long time. particularly as
long as tcal politicians think it's
in their interest to be narrow-
minded about their own city’'s
parochial concerns. .

Mathewsch made some other
specific proposals, which are sure
1o create some controversy in the
coming vears

. | .
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@ Strengthen the Council of
Governments, by setting up re-
gional authorities to handle re-
gional problems such as pollution.
Authorization for such special
authorities already exists in the
1962 state constitution.

® Elect the chairman of
SEMCOG (South-east Michigan
Council of Governments) by a
direct vote of citizens in the area.
This would develop a consti-
tl;enci/ for regional views of re-
gional problems.

@ Develop ‘‘new -towns,'’
both in the central city of Detroit
and in the suburbs, linked eco-
nomically and with special trans-
portation systems. This might
pave the way. for planning
population and industrial growth

in the suburbs without bypassing .

people living in Detroit.

®Develop a regional taxation
structure so that services shared
by all citizens of this area would
be financed by all people in the
area. It makes no sense, for
example, that tax-payers in.the
City of Detroit should alone as-
sume the burden of supporting
municipal golf courses which are
in fact used by people from
throughout this area.

@ Redevelop the TALUS
study to take into ‘account the
effect developments in this area
will have on the ecology of the

.

region. For example, it may .

make economic sense to put an
auto plant in Plymouth Township,
but not if water run-off from its
Earking lot causes flooding in 200
asements in Westland. N

i ‘linked together|

Powernr

53
L

i
|

TS Mathewson
ech iwill be de-

THE POI
made:in his sp
bated for years,

But one
comes through
The people in
commiunities i‘r

ey coficlusjon
oud And\strong:
is area and the
this ‘area’ are

POINT

3

bd
it
They face ’ commen
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-are regional problems, Air |
pollution affects gs because
we live jin this region, not
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Livonia. | !
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acting on their own. Livonia may
clamp down on its own industries,
but smoke and soot from the
Rot;ge Rouge Plant can still drift
up Farmington Road.
. Mathewson’s right. We're all
in this together. .
+We'd better start doing
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SEMCOG Made Decisive Choice In Ravitz

“Tis probably more blessing than bane
that Detroit Common Coungjl President
Me} Ravitz won chairmanship of the
Southeastern Michigan Council of Gov-
ernments Saturday. .

Other than SEMCOG executive cog-
mittee member Richard Austin. there
obviously isn't another candidate of suf-
ficient stature to appeal o a“cross sec-
tion of very sophisticated government
leaders in the six-county organization.

With 59 of 65 voting delegates casting
their lots with Ravitz. it's also a pretty
sure bet that these leaders of local gov-
ernment units don't fear Detroit domina-
tion.

Their F,lyingESnJ W Machines

Reprint from Michigan Out-of-Doors

A national survey_recently showed
that 40 percent of a1l Showmobiles in the
United States are in use in Michigan.
This may wéll be the reason why Michi-
gan snowmabilers seem to be stacking up
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RAVITZ HAS !PIVUTAII_ job now.
He's pledged himgell to making the vol-

-untary agency of] "member government

units answer the needs of the region.
H ]

lio so he must not only overcome
an resistagde, based largely on
f.having Dejroit's massive urban
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To
subur!
fear

.probl
overci
on fe:

the suburan noose.

1f e succeeds i.l atlaying both fears he
will et SENCOG el o the rosd 10 con-
structive service of

such a terrible Fecord—there are just

- more of them.

_being lTeveled a

As of January 4, eleven persons had

met their deaths this season in snowmo- -

bile accidents in Michigan. Included were
five drownings wiien the machines broke
through thin ice; The other fatalities
were the result oqnculhsinns with automo-
biles, trees. ditches or other solid ob-
jects. .
During the eptire winter of 196369,
snowinobilers racked up 11 deaths and
anothier 562 injuties. The 1969-70 figures
are off to such a fast start that it appears
new records will be set. regardless of
what anybody ans.
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If he fails, the chasm miay be ‘split toa
wide to ever be bridged.

Make no mistake about it, SEMCOG
or a comparable agency, is here to,
stay. It is answering the needs of fed-
eral government, which hes sufficient
clout_to keep it aronnd as a clearing !
bouse for project administration, if
nothling else. T
Ample ‘ evidence of that/ clout was

“.shown Saturday night aftet Ravitz" elec:
tion as a $400,000 basic working grant
was presented by a reptesentative of the
federal department of Housing and Urbafn
Development (HUD). . i

THIS ONE GRANT lone. of several

local member units. . passed to SEMCOG 'by federal agencies,
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chine operators and the whole thing b
gins to look like a real mess.
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It is very true that only a bare mi-
nority of snowmobilers, as in many oth
things, are fuining the sport for the va:
majority who use their machines sanel
and safely.| Without strict policing
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is about four times the contribution®of
membership fees.

Another $70,000 in grants presented
Saturday was made up of four lesser in-
dependent fund contributions. represent-
ing business, industry and labor.

Ravilz adequately answered the si-
lent question of whether or not he
favors a recent suggestion that SEM-
COG become a taxing authority, with

. a poularly elected chairman.

Only the delegates to SEMCOG can
make it go this way, he said while noting
that he himself did not favor the ap-
proach.

Unquestionably the interests of Detroit
will get a bigger play with Ravitz com-
manding the microphones and the chair
of the executive committee, which is
empowered to enter contracts, etc.

THE INTERESTS OF DETROIT are
equally the concerns of the suburbs:
regional economy, environmental pollu-
tion, transportation networks, refuse dis-
posal, public safety, education and inter-
governmental understanding -~ to men-
tion but a few prominent areas of SEM-
COG activity.

Wouldn't it be great if through SEM-
COG the public safety problem in down-
town Detroit could be eliminated. making
it attractive once again for suburbanites
to take part in the offerings that only
a mass market can make possible?

DISSENT]

View points expressed in DISSENT
do not necesserily reflect those of
Observer Newspapers Inc., but are
presented in the belief that publics-
tion of all segmelits of thought on &
public issue is 'a prérequisite to
understanding and progress.

- By MRS, R. SAMMONS
. ‘Livonia Taxpayer’

Since the new year 1970 has started
and we dear old faxpayers of suburbia;
especially Livonia, are again- under at:
tack from some of the so-called high edu:
cated of education, who says “'you par:
ents ate to blame for Detroit’s troubles,
Detroit’s deterioration, you have turned
your back on Detroit, you are a low clasg
of people, no education, low income fami-
lies with a few middle class, middte in-
come, ticky-tacky people who live in
ticky-tacky homnes and you have no eculr
ture, your children have no culture and
all this is your fault because it all can be
Yound in Detroit which you so-called sub-
urbanites have turned your backs on and
‘ran from Detroit,” so said a 27-year-old
.educator who does not live in Detroit or
even. in Wayne County, doesn't teach in
Wayne County. ,

Mr, Editor, ““Thank.God" for dedr
suburbia. We have lived in Livonia going
on our 17th year. Myself. I have never
lived in Detroit. We were not the ones
who. turned our backs on Detroit, Detroit
turned their backs on us after World War
1L

Qur servicemen of all walks of life
come home to a city, state and the
United States after a long. hard war to
start a life again, that had been inter-
rupted. Some were not fortunate enough
to live.to come home.

The iservicemen came home to an ov-
ercrowded city whose politicians were
yelling their heads off because of the
.overcrowded conditions, crowded
schoals, too many people to cope with.

They could not accept the burden
Threejand four families living in a one-
tamily home. The city politicians, telling

. everyone, “Wherever you come from

before the war, go-back.”
AR

MANY, MANY MEN came home to
their families with no jobs, no homes, no
money. So up comes the G.I. Bill:of
Rights. a bill put ‘through to help our
servicernen and famities to buy a home.

The cifizens, who sat back all during
the war with all their comforts and mak-
ing good money while our men were
fighting and losing their lives for the
freedoms of the people back home, cam-
plained and criticized the government
because they had made possible the
homeless and unwanted could buy a
home much easier.

Then came the problem. where were
these homes to be built”? The City of De-
troit had ne vacant land to speak of at
ali: The builders had te build homes
where there was available land, which
some had been very good farms.

Today it's 1970. We have all survived
the school situation. the phones, roads.
and shopping centers. We the unwanted
of the City of Detroit have built our:oxn
cities. They refused help for us. Our
chitdren were crowding: their schools
Many., many complaints were in order.

Detroit only wanted the taxpayers

who were already there and no more
They did not wanmt to give us help
of any kind. Why do they want our
suburban money now? Why do some
educators teach our children such tri
fes|and then come lo us, the low in-
come, low class of people, no culture,
with their pay checks?

Then this teacher said. “The children
out at Northland had nothing to do for
excitement and that was our fault be-
cause we cheated them. we have no rec-
reation for them. But they could find this
in the city of Detroit."”

“Thank God”again for dear Livonia
that we ‘have a place to live. where we
are a wanted people

THIS TEACHER was in my home. we
were also entertaining our neighbors at
* which he directed this statement
“We don’t care what people vour age
think anyway. At vour age vou aren't
“long for this world anyway. We are only
interested in the voung.”
1 wondey if this teacher thinks the
young are paying his wages.

Appreciates Editorial
On Land Value Taxes

. By Stanley Glamb
Deat Sir:

Ypur editorial on Land: Value
Taxation was stimulating. In-

* creasing the assessed valuation of

idle land or buildings for the pur-
pose of forcing a change in.own-
ership so as to encourage a better
use of the land is one thing but to
do so at the expense of All home-
owners is another.
What good are
commercial or even
ing developments
involved - are forced to foot the
bill by the higher assessments
made on their homes as a result?

Unless the industrial or com-
mercial development can benefit
the community by reducing the
tax burden on existing homes,
then why should anyone get ex-
cited about the best use of some-
body else’s land?

There is notmng wrong in
growth but do it ak your own ex-

industrial,
rivate hous-

ense and not the expensefof all
ﬁumeowners who just can't afford
to pay higher and higher property
taxes.

... And then there is the moral
question about’the rights of the
original owner of the land pro-
posed for development. Just be-
caus€ he is too ?oor to develop it
himself or unable to arrange for
prop [ financing because he
doesn't know how to fit in with

the established order, must he be
forced to surrender his property
to the affluent by a legalized trick
of the property tax law in which
+an assessed valuation is made
. based on an assumed market
value?

Replacing the property tax on
homes with a tax on income
would in effect place human val-
ues aheafl of l1and values and per-
haps correct some of the inequi-
ties connected with tand values
and assessments based -on as-
sumed values. C




