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Ability to grow dazzles

A seed is a thing of whimsy — car-
ried on a raccoons fur, tucked under
the wing of a bird, lodged in the pads of
a dog’s paw, stuck to a shoelace, or
borne by the wind landing who knows
where. Seeds are so capricious, they
dazzle you with their ability to grow
anywhere they land.

Inside a baggie? On a blotter? Be-
tween cotton balls? On a sponge? Is a
seed so eccentric that it will actually
sprout under the above conditions?

Yes! Fantastic.

A seed is a bundle of fantasy that you
and your child can share and watch af-
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ter just a bit of preparation.

Gather together the following sup-
plies: a baggie, a piece of paper towel-
ing or napkin about four inch by one
inch, a piece of blotter paper, 2 plastic
glass, some cotton balls, a sponge (pref-
erably unused), twg small aluminum
pans or other small containers and fast
growing seeds such as lima bean, rad-
ish, or grass seed.

Moisten the toweling and fit it inside
the baggie. Then, place four or five
seeds along the moistened toweling and
close the baggie securely with tape.

Moisten the blotter paper and fit it
inside the plastic glass. Place five or
six radish seeds between the glass and
the blotter paper. Press the blotter pa-
per against the seeds so both are snug
against the glass. .

Moisten the cotton balls and place

them together in one of the containers.
Sprinkle some grass seed over the top
of the cotton balls. Moisten the sponge
and sprinkle seeds over the top of it.
Place the sponge into the other contain-
er.
In order to sprout, the seeds need
only be kept at room tomperature and
moistened. Therefore, the only job will
be to check them to be sure they stay
wet. Add small amounts of water as
they dry out.

Plants are like people and have
many needs. But, their needs at first
are very slight and it can surprise the
unsuspecting person how fantastic
seeds can be. You will witness the de-
velopment of the root systems and pos-
sibly leafing out if you have only pro-
vided them with their barest beginning
needs.

Mrs. Bordman welcomes suggestions
and comments. Please write her c/o
the Observer-Eccentric Newspaper,
36251 Schooleraft Rd., Livonia 48150.
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volunteers

The Oakland County Volunteer Bu-
reau, a program of the Volunteer Ac-
tion Center of United Community Ser-
vices, has weekly listings of volunteer
opportunities.

Further information about these and
other volunteer needs at over 200 agen-
cles may be obtained by calling the bu-
reau at 842-7272. Any non-profit organ-
ization needing volunteer assistance

+ may also call the bureau,

FAMILY LIVING CLASS LEADERS
Persops with homemaking skills or
home economics backgrounds are
being sought to voluntéer mornings be-
tween 9 am. and 11 am. Mondays or
Thursdays during the upcoming school
year at Clinton Valley Center. X

AREA REPRESENTATIVE Youth
for Understanding, Inc., is seeking vol-
unteers interested in recruiting area
familfes to host international students
involved in a six month to one year ex-

change program. Other job duties in-
clude monitoring participant involve-
ment, orienting participants and re-
cruiting American students for the pro-
gram. -

PIANISTS Volunteers with piano-
playing skills are being recruited to ac-
company the Troy Senior Community
Chorus with their engagements at area
nursing homes and other community
events. Rehearsals are held in Troy
Community Center.?
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Time’s right for compost

How do I go about making a com-
post pile? Should I start it now?

DS, Livonia

Autumn is the very best time to start
your compost pile for use in next sum-
mer's garden.

Follow these simple directions: Se-
lect a shady, protected area, if possible,
to minimize evaporation. If digging is
easy, go down as much as 2 to 3 feet.

Keep the soil in a pile next to the com-
post; you'll need it.

If the soil is rocky, use fencing or
build a box above the ground to keep
the materials from getting scattered.
Compost can also be made in a garbage
can, heavy plastic bag, or any closed
container.

Mix different kinds of materials in
layers. For example, use 5 to 6 inches
of leaves, a thin layer of garden scraps
and table scraps, a thin layer of dirt, a
thin layer of grass clippings, and so on.
Every time you add a layer, moisten

with the hose (but do not soak). Add
materials and dirt daily.

Every month or so turn the pile with
a shovel to mix up the materials. The
purpese is to aerate, for air is neces-
sary to help the compost materials de-
compose.

Consumer Mailbag answers your
questions on all consumer and environ-
mental issues. Address mail to Con-
cern, Inc., 1 Northfield Plaza, Troy
48098.

Hi Hopes for ‘strokers’

Four seminars for stroke patients
and their families will be presented by
the Michigan Heart Asssocation begin-
ning at 1:30 p.m. Sept. 23 in Sisson
Manor, 1515 Mason, Dearborn. The ses-
sions will be hosted by the Hi Hopes
Stroke Club.

“The sessions are planned to be very
informal, allowing for free discussion
of the problems encountered by both
‘strokers’ and their families,” said
Irene Young, coordinator of the club
and program chairwoman.

On Sept. 23, Patty Isenberg, psychia-
tric social worker, will discuss the psy-
chological aspects of stroke, including

depression and how a stroke can affect
family relationships.

On Sept. 30, Dr. Roger Morrell, chief
of neurology at the VA Medical Center,
will discuss what a stroke is and behav-
ior changes it may cause.

On Oct. 7, Joe Lippo, manager of
physical therapy at Wyandotte General
Hospital, will discuss the physical as-
pects of stroke and the potential for
physical rehabilitation.

On Oct. 15, Raphael Adler, director
of speech pathology at St. Joseph Mer-
¢y Hospital in Pontiac, will discuss

“The sessions are free," said Morrell,
chairman of the Michigan Heart Asso-
ciation stroke committee, “and we've
planned them to try to draw as many
“strokers” and their families as possi-
ble.

“They're being held in the afternoon
because it’s often easier for ‘strokers’
to attend daytime functions.”

For more information on the weekly
stroke seminars, and the locations of 21
stroke clubs throughout the metropoli-
tan area and the state, contact Jean
Mayer, program consultant, Michigan

aphasia, the s} which
are common following a stroke.

eart P.0. Box LV 160,
Southfield, or call 557-9500.

It’s a Free Show-full of Ideas at Wiggs!
Come See our Ethan Allen Sight and Sound Show

AMERICAS DESIGN

HERITAGE

A DECORATING TOUR OF ENGLAND

BY RESERVATIONS ONLY!

Even when you have to dress up, {ou can'still
feel terrific—in Laredo shoes by KID POWER".
Under the smart-looking tops are cushiony,
flexible soles that feel good wherever you go.
o shoes are so comfortable, you might
want to wear them every day. After all, who
wants to wait for a special occasion to wear

Labor $6.00 per panel

You are invited to our Ethan Gallery to see this
major decorating slide-and-sound
presentation, in search of America's furniture

great shoes? design roots in England! Through film, we'll
visit with renowned English design experts and

$16.95 122.3 | see the fine work that has influenced America’s
design heritage. It'sexciting and

$17.95 36 Sational. o

educational...and FREE! Sign up now witha

b LﬂbOl‘oSnPGCim Speed ,;.',;;aau _ friend. Gather some ideas for your own home.
18 Custom Slipcovers {47007
‘\ 3 e HACK’S « THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25th
!gé . sgan 6734 Orchard Lake Road 1:00 PM and 7:00 PM
j Chair - *54 Sofa - *67° West BLoomfield Plaza )

5 . ; . “ Enjoy commentary by English Design Experts
360 E. Maple, Bimingham 647-2020  647-0729 (shown here) plus David Mlinaric, Interior

Designer for the National Trust which

- preserves notable English homes...and Mary
Gilliatt, Interior Designer, TV personality and
author of a collection of decorating books.

Your host, Robert Carrier, world
renowned restauraleur, author and
“design authority.”

ndividualized. " " .
~European Skin Care:
‘+ Deep. Pore-Cleansing.
Make-up Lesson. -~
.+ Elactrolysis. .-
-+ Waxing, Bleaching, Archi
+ The Latest in'Cosmetics:
+ Manicures & Pedicures.
“» Eyeladh & Eyebrow Til
+ Body Massages..

Ms. Mittler is a Wayne State
University graduate. She began

. her career in interior design at
Gorman's, where she has been
for the last 13 years. The kind of
experence Janis bings to a
home o office is hard to find and
has helped make her one of our .
most popular designers. She is at
your sewvice, at Gorman'’s.

GORMAIS

Telegraph at 12 Mile, Southfield « Phone: 350-9880
Open Daily 10 to 6: Monday. Thursday G Fadoy 't 9; Closed Sunday.

" NO™ IN TROY, SOUTHFIELD AND FAIRLA_NE-

Betty Hanley, lamp designer whose clientele
: LN includes Queen Eiizabeth.

Call 644-7370 % ¢
make your reservations y
with “Miss Johnson™ %

4080 TELEGRAPH RD. (at LV“

‘Write for free brochuie
102 Pierce." -
.- Birmingham-;

Ken Turner, London's foremost floral arranger

whose deas can be used by all of America’s
gardeners.

“-Phane: 642-6787:.
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