Exec candidates square off -

Debate tackles taxes, tran

By TOMLONERGAN

A “voice in the suburbs” is what
Demoeratic candidate F. Thomas
Lewand says he would be if he’s elected
Oakland County executive.

Republican incumbent Daniel T.
Murphy says he's interested in “what
kind of government you are getting and
how much are you willing to pay for
it”

Those were the themes in the first
fate-to-fage debate last week between
the two candidates for the county’s top

administrative post. The audience was ~

the Troy Chamber of Commerce.

The candidates traded barbs about
who could provide leadership, who sup-
ported a subway in Detroit — and when
-~ and taxes.

REGARDING THE tax ballot issues
on the Nov. 4 ballot, Murphy opposes
the two “tax-shift” proposals and is

. neutral on the Tisch property tax cut.

- Lewand opposes Tisch, which he says *

would have “a devastating effect” on
county government. He supports the
“coalition” tax plan, a property tax
break combined with a 1%-percent in-
crease in the state sales tax being
backed by Republican Gov. William
Milliken and a bipartisan group of leg-
islative leaders.

As of last Thursday’s debate, the bal-
Tot status of the Tisch proposal was
still undecided.

Murphy boasted that the county's tax
rate ($4.09 per $1,000 of assessed valu-
ation) has been reduced the past two
years because county government has
ended its budget years with a surplus.

“You don't notice it because the in-
flation rate is higher than the amount
of taxes we can lower,” Murphy told
the 150 Troy area businessmen.

Lewand contends that county taxes

DANIEL T. MURPHY
Republican executive

under Murphy's administration “have
risen 60 percent.”

“Nearly anyone could balance a
budget when the property tax base in-
creases 70 percent, as it has in Oakland
County,” he said. .

The county portion of the property
tax bill is far smaller than the schools
and local government portion.

TO PREPARE for possible passage
of the Tisch tax cut, Murphy said coun-
ty departments under his - authority
aren't filling vacancies “unless abso-
lutely necessary.” . N
. “If Tisch passes, some people in
county government are going to lose
their jobs,” said Murphy, who said he's
not encouraging people to vote for or
against the 50 percent property tax cut

~ -

plan whose ballot status is up to the
Michigan Supreme Court.

Murphy opposes the coalition and
Smith-Bullard tax shifts, contending
they give the state more control over
what are now local property tax reve-
nues,

“If you're taken in by the state tell-

ing -you they are going to be fair and
equitable, forget it,” said Murphy.
“Leave the money here.”

‘The  Democratic-controlled Legisla-
ture has hurt Oakland County, Murphy
said.

LEWAND MAINTAINS that Murphy

fails to work well with key legislative
Democrats the way another Republi-
can — Gov. Milliken — does. The can-
tention is part of his campaign theme
that Murphy is not an effective leader.
Lewand compared the county execu-
tive office to the position of Detroit
mayor. Both tepresent a milliorf peo-
)]

ple.

“Detroit’s leader constantly brings
home hard-earned tax dollars, fre-
quently at our expense,” Lewand said.
“In fact, Oakland County residents are
tired of Coleman Young bringing tax
dollars to Detroit at our expense.

“But how often has our chief elected
official been in Lansing and Washing-
ton working on our behalf?”

MURPHY COMPARED Oakland
County with neighboring Macomb and

S
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F. THOMAS LEWAND/C
Democratie challenger

Wayne counties. He noted Oakland’s
tax rate is lower, but “we don’t get half
the money they get from the federal

and state government because they .

consider us a wealthy county.”

And he responded to Lewand’s lack
of leadership charges.

“If calling press conferences and
calling the TV stations on every little
thing is what leadership is, I guess
that’s not me,” Murphy said.
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Day-long ;
seminar - ggﬁgron
on energy .

‘Theodore Lutz, admin-
istrator of the federal Ur-
ban Mass Transportation
Administration, will be
keynote speaker at a one-
day conference on energy
sponsored by the
Southeastern Michigan
Transportation Authori-
ty. -

“Challenges in an Ener-
gy-Constrained Future” is
set for Monday, Sept. 22
in the Veterans Memorial
Building, 151 W. Jeffer-
son, Detroit.

Registration begins at
8:30 am., and the pro-
gram will end at 4:30
pm. Fee of $15 includes
lunch. To register, call
SEMTA at 256-8765.

“We have planned this
conference as a means of
sharing information ener-
gy conservation mea-
sures from local, state
and federal sources,” said
Larry E. Salci, SEMTA
general manager.
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