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You design it — he’ll make it

By SUZIE ROLLINS

Dan Meissner gambled a lot to be-
come a successful cabinet maker who
now brings European elegance into De-
troit area homes.

About three years ago, Meissner,
then a truck driver, decided he wanted
a custom-built home. He subcontracted
the job and watched his designs trans-
formed into reality.

“I was so impressed and so thrilled
that I wanted to build,” the 36-year-old
said. “So I quit driving a truck and
went to work for a cabinet company at
$2 an hour. At 34-year-old with a wife
and three kids working for $2 an hour,
you know I had to be dedicated.”

It was uphill from then on in for
Meissner, who joined another cabinet
company for four months before
branching out on his own.

Today, thanks to encouragement and
referrals he initially received from a
local builder, Meissner operates a
large cabinet business called Cabine-
Tree in Bloomfield Hills.

He specializes in Formica beds, ta-
bles, cabinets, dressers, kitchens and
bar units. Some units are spiced up
with chrome or brass, while others are
colorfully mixed.

“He really does a terrific job,” a
West Bloomfield customer said. “He
built two bedroom units, 2 bar unit and
a clever table which he built around a
Lucite floor lamp.”

Like other customers, the West
Bloomfield woman opted for built in

— Contemp

furniture for its sleek contemporary
design. In her case, several family
members suffer from allergies and
can't tolerate dust.

“With the built-in bed and dressers
no dust can get under it. It’s also a lot
easier to care for,” she added.

Meissner said Formica-built cabin-
try has been in style in Austria and
Switzerland for the past 12 years. Only
during the last few years has the vogue
idea drifted across the Atlantic.

“People go overseas and see it and
want it here,” he said.

INDIVIDUALITY RUNS RAMPANT

when customers design their own
units. Like Meissner himself, they love
to see their sketches become furniture.

Some of his most unusual pieces in-
clude “recreation centers” and a couch
with a Formica frame so a woman's
cats wouldn't tear it.

“1 specialize in wall units. I like to
house as much as possible in them. I
hate wasted space,” he said.

“For the woman with the cats, I had
to build a frame for her because she
wouldn't declaw her cats and they kept
tearing up her furniture.”

Most of Meissner’s Formica designs
can match the price of store-bought
merchandise, he said, but offer the
owner a taste of the planning.

“I can build a child's bedroom set,
with a platform bed, one night stand
and an eight-drawer dresser for $1,200.
For $1,200, where are you going to buy
something like that?”
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of the area’s leading patio furnishings stores, now

Exciting new designs in contemporary oriented
upholstery and dining furniture. Specializing, as
we have for the past seasons, in fine quality rattan

and wicker product
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The Terrace Shoppe, we’re not just patio any

errace Shoppe, Inc.

Patio, Casual & Contemporary Furnishings
33021 Grand River Avenue, Farmington
East of Farmington Rd. /2 BLKS.
476-6550
Open Daily 10:00-5:00; Mon. & Fri. 10:00-9:00
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Bedroom by Dan Meissner incorporates clean lines, easy-care Formica and plenty of storage space. (Staff photo by John Stano)

Chicago Cutlery is an American
manulactured product, with personal care
laken by Master Cutlers 1o always produce
atop quality product. The kalves are made
from the finest steal available...Chicaga
‘Special Stec. The blades resist rust, pitting
and staining and with propar cara will easily
last for generations. The solid walnut
handles are Individually mated to the size
and shope of each blade producing a
beautifully balanced knifa. A full tang
‘extends the fulllength and width of tho
handle.

GOURMET
COOKWARE
At Applegate Square
Northwestern Hwy. & Inkster Road
Southfield ® 356-8889
Mon.-$at. 105, Thurs. "l 8

A graceful accent for
any room in your home.

A. Hand blown Wolfard oil lamps. Design Patented Wolford Glass-

Kitchen Storage.
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the secrets of magicians!?
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Professional Interior Designers

Mark Morganroth, ASID
Charlotte Corlin Doreen Mancini
Irwin Levine Nancy Baidas

Sandy Rosenman

SHERWOOD STUDIOS, INC.

Tel-Twelve Mall
28674 Telegraph Southfield, MI 48034
60

[ SALE DAYS: SEPT, 29- 0CT. 18
% For a limited time...

lush VELVETS

.
in over 25 colors,

- .

“ at very special prices
II's ime for savings on top of sav-
ings at Calico Corners! Ordiariy you'd
save atleast 50°s on our velvets, but
nght now they're a whopping 70%
off, ana the seleclion 1s spectacu-
lar! You'll alsc find advice on
how 1o buy velvets. and we can
refer custom labor.

Hurry in! The savings are
better than ever!

From $ 795 yd

Foung as st trom $24.00 per y.

Decorate like a
professional. ..
at hail the price.

Thisk s made to handl tevabl "
blowing Co. 6", 9", 12, 15". B. Enamel-on-copper sculpture by llsinxswi:\g»;q(;\“_clﬁ’n'\imAndwairunn‘l)‘cuscesllofourother?dm
Michigan artists Norman and Judith Brumm. C. Original enchanted m‘w“m@‘ﬁg‘ﬁoﬁ:w& ﬂxziﬂu_[c mh

s

sand castles. D. Various styles of decorative metal mailboxes. E. A
wide collection of Oriental pieces. F. Beautiful Italian hand crafted
ceramic centerpieces and candleholders.

ﬁhe (_ﬂ{n[e ?nle of Birmingham

193 W. Maple-844-8233

“The most unique gift shop in the area”

ALL CREWEL
20% OFF

1933 S. Telegraph ¢ 332-9163 25008 Little Mack ¢ 775-0078
Bloomfield Hills ¢ We honor St. Clair Shores « We honor
\ Visa and Mastercharge Visa and Mastercharge

KITCHENS OF BIRMINGHAM

31455 Southfield Road  Birmingham, Michigan48009  (313) 645-5120




