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New design era began as a quiet revolution

Story: CORINNE ABATT
Photos: DICK KELLEY

For a group of designers, architects
and artists in Vienna at the turn of the
century, the Victorian style of design in
home furnishings had simply gone too
far. It was like the dinosaurs of old: too
heavy, too cumbersome and barely
functional.

‘The new movementtoreplace empha-
sis on ornament with good, clean line
design, surfaced in a number of coun-
tries at roughly the same time — Henri
Van de Velde (considered the father of

‘“‘cleaning up the act,” but however it is
referred to, the change was dramatic
and quite abrupt.

Instead of seeing how many rose
buds could be carved on the back of a
chair, the new breed moved to wed
form, function, flowing line and the
beauty of natural materials into a uni-
fied whole. The furniture was devoid of
the overabundance of ornamentation
which their forebearers had favored.

One of those in the forefront of the
relatively short-lived movement in Vi-
enna was Josef Hoffmann, designer of
the Wiener Werkstatte, an organization

missioned to do the furnishings, tiles
and furniture for the Fledermaus Cafe
in Vienna. This was a popular salon and
meeting place for the city's intellectual
leaders in all aspects of the arts.

Not only was this new breed of de-
signers rebelling against the heavy or-
nateness of Victorian design, they were
fighting the advancement of the Indus-
trial Age, which threatened to turn the
once-proud craftsman into not much
more than an assembly line machine
operator.

Hoffmann, but not all of the new de-
signers, favored hand workmanship,

reappeared applied to music (Schoen-
berg, an Austrian compatriot of Hoff-
mann’s), psychology (Freud and Jung),
architecture (Frank Lloyd Wright), and
dance, (Isadora Duncan and later Mar-
tha Graham). In fact, this approach to
design touched all fields from science
and philisophy to painting.

AFTER QUIETLY running paraliel
to mass production in the United States
for many years, the appreciation of
handmade, well-designed furnishings of
quality appears to have surged forward
in this country in the last decade.

The roots of contemporary furnish-
ings predate World War I. They were
craated in Europe in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries.

And still they defy time by looking as

sleek and contemporary as anything
produced today.

Call it a test of time or a test of line,
whatever, they set the stage for how
we look at home furnishings today.
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Round table was designed in 1901 by Koloman Moser. It is mahoga-
ny. The top is covered with glass with a beveled edge. Its purity of
form was a dramatic departure from the commonly seen Victorian of
that period. The design incorporates the cube, the square and a re-
freshing combination of strength and balance while appearing light

EXPRESS YOUR
INDIVIDUALITY

WITH DISTINCTIVE MIRROR DESIGNS

for your home or office. You can
easily have the elegance and uni-
queness of custom designed mir-
rors.

We work with you to integrate mir-
rors into your environment that re-
flect your lifestyle and unique
tastes.

Call us today for ideas, creativity
and original mirror concepts — all

give you an additional 10% off our aiready low e .

prices. Offer good through November 15, 1980. at competitive prices.

BIRMINGHAM GLASS & MIRROR, INC.

1352 Combermere 588-5510 Troy

for the famous Fledermaus cafe. The bronze, “Bird,” by
Henry Moore was done in 1927,

Fledermaus chairs and table, designed by Josef Hoff-
mann of Vienna, are similar to the ones he originally did
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FASHION ¢ DECORATOR FABRICS
woaLkl GrRAPHICS ¢ TRIMS

STEWART FABRICS INC.

e. maple 255 N. CENTEIZ

Present this ad after recelving our quote and we'll
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Part of a solarium set designed by Josef
Hoffmann, this chair shows his concern with
the pure ic form, fine craf H
and funetion.

Staff photos by Dick Kelley were
taken in the Donald Morris Gal-
lery of Birmingham. The Henry
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INDO CHINESE KERMAN PERSIAN CHINESE, 4’6’ TURKISH ORIENTAL
3'x5' Reg. $325.00 8'10"x11'10" Reg. $4500.00 Reg. $1100.00 4x7'4", Reg. $1300
Sale $230.00 Sale $2900.00 Sale $750.00 Sale $900

Fine

Oriental Rugs are Expensive,
Bur we are Not.
Discover for your self
Monday, Oct. 6 to Sawrday, Oct. 26

FINE TABRIZ PERSIAN 3 WEEKS ONLY TABRIZ PERSIAN
3'5"x4'8" Reg. $1750, —_—_— 8'x11', Reg. $5280,
Sale $1300 Everything on Qur Shop, plus One Half Million Sale $3900

Dollars of New Arrivals Are on

SALE
30-40%

Off of Qur Regular Low Price
Don’t miss this unique opportunity, you may nor see
these prices again.. .
We buy old oriental rugs
Expert Washing and Repair Service

223 S.Woodward - Next to the Birmingham Theatre
(644-7311 « +HOURS: Mon-Tues-Wed-Set: 10-6, Thurs-Frl: 10-9
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Finding outstanding furniture and accessories of
high quality and renown is only the beginning. ..

(MENEELLE INLERIER

641-7227

BOKHARA PAKISTAN
6'x4" Reg. $750,

° Sale $490
SN\ alo $4

SILK WARP ISFAHAN
PERSIAN, 3'%4'x5'%' Reg. $6000
Sale $4500
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