China Seas’ founder makes it sound easy

By CORINNE ABATT

Eight years ago, photo-journalist
Inger McCabe Elliott opened a business
in New York City, China Seas. The first
showroom was 12 feet square.

Anybody willing to lay odds on a for-
mer photographer, history teacher,
mother and step-mother to eight young
people being successful in a completely
new field in a highly competitive mark-
etplace would have been at least
surprised.

Mrs. Elliott now employs 22 people
in her New York office, has 24 outlets
around the world, develops many lines
for manufacturers and manages to stay
about two years ahead of most of her
competitors.

Batik prints, which China Seas was
one of the first to introduce, now repre-
sent about 25 percent ofthe business.
Since there is considerable waste in ba-
tik prints, Mrs. Elliot quickly came out
with a line of batik unbrellas, neckties,

napkins and other small, attractive
items.

Noting that colors and types of prints
follow a seven- to eight-year popularity
cycle, like many other things, she said,
*“Batik is coming back as a new look.”

Another way Mrs. Elliot led the mar-
ket was grouping by color.

“We integrate everything,” she said.

HER FABRICS, AVAILABLE at
Campbell Lewis in the Troy

quards and ultrasuedes. Along with
fabrics and fabric products, the compa-
ny has a line of wall coverings, cook-
ware/dinnerware called “The Perfect
Setting,” and through the New York
showroom sells antique textiles, porce-
lains and art objects.

China Seas design studio developed
sheet and towel collections for Martex
and has done patterns for furniture

Design Center, are grouped 50 a cus-
tomer (interior designers and trade
only) may ask to see all fabric or wall
covering patterns with sienna in them
or all with plum or jade green or red.

“I had the idea first to hang by col-
or,” Mrs. Eliott said, adding that her
staff thought she was crazy when she
did it. Now it’s a a common approach
in clothing as well as fabric displays.

While China Seas may be best known
for batiks, it also produces screen
prints on six ground cloths, woolen
weaves, colton weaves, cotton jac-

decorated in gold on black lacqu

rior designer.

Oriental influences

Unusual pieces such as this jewelry chest-on-stand in the Far East
East manner are in Baker's Collector’s Edition Collection. This one is

er. The doors of the chest conceal

three large and two small drawers finished in red lacquer. Available
at the Baker showroom in the Design Center of Troy through an inte-

China Seas rolls aleng smoothly,
Mrs. Elliot said, “Because we have ter-
rific people working for us. We have a
good bookkeeper, a good lawyer and a
good banker.”

She said she was never afraid, espe-
cially in the firm's early days, to ask

for advice and after she asked, she was
willing to listen.

THE BUSINESS SKILLS that she
used constantly as a photo-journalist
were quickly applied to the new ven-

ture — organizing, setting priorities, -

selling, invoicing, ordering materials
and keeping track of an inventory.

As she spoke about the ideas for the
future of China Sas, her plans for new
products and new designs, she said, "It
really interests me how we see the
world.”

Shades of the photo-journalist — her
skills in perception were automatically
transferred to the new business.

Certainly one of the reasons for Mrs.
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Elliot's success is her enthusiasm for
her work and her staff. She's so proud
of the delightful mix of people who
work for her, a broad cross section of
ages, career interests, linguistic skills
and ethnic backgrounds.

She likes to cook for them and
gathers them around a big table like a
family for a meal, using “The Perfect
Setting” cookware/dinnerware, what
else?

But on top of all the plus factors
which Mrs. Elliott built into her com-
pany, go two ordinary words, hard
work.

That's really what puts the wind in
the sails and keeps China Seas moving
forward.

INGER MCCABE ELLIOTT

Come in our showroom and tearn how our designer consultant wii work with you in
planning and creating a fashion kitchen as unique as you ara. Choose from period
Uradilonal hrough today's contemporary styling, in latest designer colors, materials and
inishes.

ST. CHARLES KITCHENS OF DETROIT

2713 N. Woodward Avenue

Bloomfield Hills, Mich. 48013

(313) 334-4771

(Just South of Square Lake Road)

Send me your new 44-page Kitchen Ideas Book. | am enclosing $3.00
(Book is free if you bring coupon to our showroom}
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A Kero-Sun” Portable Heater lets you lower

KEROSUN

The good news in home heating|

Because all Kero-Sun Portable Heat-
ers operale at 99.9% fuel-efiiciency.
they are odorless and smokeless
during operation and do not require
a chimney. Move one of these wick--
fed heaters anywhere you need it.
And if a Kero-Sun Portable Heater
happens to be jarred, it shuts off
automatically. Kero-Sun Portable
Heaters are available in nine attrac-
tive models that are rated from 7,600
to 19,500 BTU's an hour.
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RADIANT 10 2199
Rated at 9,600 BTU's per hour. Most
popular radiant kerosene heater in
America. Clean, modern look fits any
decor, any room in your house. Oper-
ates up to 37 hours on 1.92 gals.
kerosene. 19%" high; 21" wide;
15%" deep. 24.6 Ibs. U.L. Listed.
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Rooms With Lasting Appeal...

Our rooms get your attention and
hold it! Come to our studio and let
us show you how to create a custom
background for
furnishings and great accessories.

Fox and Hounds Building
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48013
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ASH WALLPAPER CO.

Fine Wallcoverings since 1348
2374 FRANKLIN ROAD
Just N. of Square Lake Road - E. of Telegraph
Hours: Mon-Fri 9 am to 5§ pm

858-7010
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¢ BURLINGTON HOUSE
¢ CABIN CRAFTS
e WEST POINT PEPPERELL
* BERVEN OF CALIFORNIA

Quality...
Quality Service

Quality Products
Quality Installation

Quality Carpet Remnants |

'é From *3 per sq. yd.
74N McLeon Carper Conpany
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with over 3000 Lights to Choose From

Hine Trees
LIGHTING
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