Dungeons and Dragons

By MIKE SCANLON

Let’s try to lay this out — you'll par-
don the expression — logically.

First, what we're dealing with:

Stuff like Gamma World, Chival-
ry and Sorcery, Tunnels and Trolls,
Metamorphosis Alpha, and the ever-
popular Dungeons and Dragons .

The difficulty in seeking logic is ob-
vious.

All these are games. They have no
end. There are no winners. But you can
get killed playing these games, or at
least your game persona can be. And
when that happens the war, as they say
in the movies, is over for you. So while
there are no winners, the dead guys are
losers. Presumably.

Like sunsets, though, the rules of the
game can change daily.

Just what are we dealing with here?

Fantasy, of course. And also “Mon-
ster Manual,” “Dungeonmaster’s
Guide,” “Deities and Demigods.” These
are the rulebooks, sort of.

“A lot of things are the dungeonmas-
ter's preference. In fact, everything is
the dungeonmaster's preference - if
he doesn’t prefer it, it doesn’t exist. The
rules are only there because the dun-
geonmaster hasn’t used his eraser yet,”
said Jim Vaughn.

“No matter what rules the dungeon-
master writes down, you can't force
him to stick by it,” says Vaughn. “Do
not tick off the dungeonmaster. His
word is the last word.”

DUNGEONMASTER, by the way, a
term derived from the Dungeons and
Dragons game, is losing pqpularity to

New games cropped up both because
Dungeons and Dragons proved popular
in the marketplace, and because the
price — the four rule books alone retail
for $51, Vaughn says — invited compe-
tition. Small lead figures of various
characters and creatures — not really
necessary to the game, but helpful in
keeping track — cost 50 cents to $1
each. Vaughn owns 900 of them.

Vaughn, a 26-year-old Westland man

with a degree in history and geography

— the importance of which should not

be downgraded in a man busy about the

business of building his own world —

has a part-time job at a shipping com-
pany.

But that's for money. For fun, Jim
Vaughn is a dungeonmaster. It was that
role that drew his appearance last
week before a full house in Noble Li-
brary. Nearly 60 persons — mainly
youngsters — showed up.

VAUGHN'S TASK was to explain
what the games are and how they fune-
tion. He spent the best part of two
hours trying to do it. But, as it turned
out, most members of his audience are
fans already and he had much unex-
pected work to do in the way of ex-
plaining the fine paints of blink dogs,
clerics, paladins, fighters, ramgers,
spellcasters, and the other work-a-dad-
dy 9-to-5 subway riders of the normal
fantasy world.

As is true in many board games, the
fantasy, role-playing versions depend
for their outcome largely on the throw

of dice. Like nearly everything else
with role-playi

the more mundane of “re-
feree” or “judge.” The dungeonmaster
holds court over a game played, usual-
ly, by no more than six participants.

“Just as Fritos is a form of corn
chip, Dungeons and Dragons is a form
of role-playing game. It happens to be
the most advertised, the most notorious
and the oldest, by a couple of months,”
Vaughn explained.

Open swimming

All msxdems in lhe Farmington area
i and

playing games,
however, even the dice themselves are,
well, different.

Instead of being white and six-sided,
like most dice, the game dice come in
different colors and shapes and can
contain as many as 20 sides offering up
to 100 different potential roli totals.
This adds a certain uncertainity.

In its most basic form, the role-play-
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ation Department, 31555 11 Mile Road,
i Hills, or call 474-6115.
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North Farmington HIgh's pool opens
7-9:15 p.m. Mondays, Sept. 8 to Dec. 15.

Farmington High's pool opens 7-9:15
p.m. Wednesdays, Sept. 10 to Dec. 17.

All children 17 and under must clear
the pool before 8:15 p.m. Children must
be accompanied by a parent if their
chin height is below 38 inches.

There is a 50-cent fee for children
under 17 years old. Adult fee is 75
cents.

For additional information, contact
the Farmington Hills Parks and Recre-

Mercy Center has open swim Oct. 5
to Dec. 12, 12-1 p.m. and 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Mondays; 7-8 a.m., 12-1 p.m. and 5:30-
6:30 p.m. Tuesdays; 12-1 p.m. and 7:30-
8:30 p.m. Wednesdays; 7-8 a.m., 12-1
pm. and 5:30-6:30 p.m. Thrusdays;
noon to 1 p.m. and 6:30-7:30 p.m. Fri-
days; 7:30-8:30 p.m. Saturdays; and 4-5
p.m.’Sundays.

The fee is $2 per family or 75 cents
per person.

Mercy Center is located at 28600 11
Mile Road in Farmington Hills.
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Make believe

ing game involves a party of charac-
ters which leaves a village, journeys to
an underground cavern — the dungeon
— encounters various bad guys, discov-
ers treasure and returns to the village.
In the encounters with the bad guys,
the characters run the risk of losing
and being killed off. If they win, howev-
er, they accumulate points and when
they've got enough points, they ad-
vance in experience levels. This makes
it harder for them to get killed.

THE TREASURE and the points
function something like S&H Green
Stamps — when players accumulate
enough of them, they can “buy” knowl-
edge, skills and other desirable attrib-
utes and objects like magic talismans.

In more elaborate game forms, the
characters do not return to a village.
They simply keep moving about on the
game board, encountering new adven-
tures. This is called a campaign. This
continues, potentially. until the players
grow grey beards and die of old age.

1f the player loses an encounter with
a bad guy and gets killed, he tymns to
the dice and creates a new character.
There are six basic characteristics
determined by the dice — strength, in-
telligence, wisdom, dexterity, constitu-
tion and charisma.

Dungeonmasters are, of course, free
to modify this list. Vaughn has. Since
he likes his players to identify closely
with the characters, his list extends to
such non-outcome related attributes as
hair and eye color.

The games are played on paper
marked with hexagons, each of which
usually indicates a five-mile area.

Vaughn, though, has embarked on a
quest, if you'll pardon the expression.
He's building his own globe, his own
world, using a system assigning 25
square miles to each hexagon. Vaughn
will create different situations in each
individual hexagon.

“I wouldn't give the power of cre-
ation to anyone in my game but
myself,” explains Jim Vaughn.

A series of Wednesday night Dun-
geons and Dragons games will begin
at the Noble Library in about five
weeks. Also on tap are training ses—

These miniature lead figures are not really neces-
sary to fantasy role-playing games like “Dungeons
and Dragons” but they help players keep track. The

dice at the left of the photo are
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part of an assort-

is roll-playing for fun

ment of strangely-shaped “bones” that offer up to
100 potential different point totals. (Staff Photo by
Art Emanuele)

College studies family life

Are children the property of their
parents? Is_there an ideal husband or
an ideal wife? Is one kind of family
better than another?

These and other questions concern-
ing the evolution of the contemporary
family will be explored during the
1980-81 school year through a series of
dramatic presentations at Madonna
College, beginning Oct. 16.

The project, which coincides with the
celebration of the International Year of
the Family, combines one original play
and three films with related lectures tc
evoke fon of the

sions for potential
Call the library at 421-6600 for more
information.

changing values and role of the family
unit.

Partially funded by a grant from the
Michigan Council for the Humanities
the presentations are paired in eight
sessions 7-10 p.m. Thursdays in the
Residence Hall and Activities Centet
on Madonna’s Livonia campus.

The series will open Oct. 16 with Dr
Michael Pritchard, associate professor
and chairman of the department of phi-
losophy at Western Michigan Universi-
ty. Pritchard will discuss the values
and changing roles of the family. The
film “I Never Sang for My Father,”
based on the play by Robert Anderson
will follow on Oct. 23.
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A discussion of “Power of Love ir
the Family Unit” with Dr. Paul Lacey
professor of English language and lit-
erature at Earlham College in Rich .
mond, Ind., will continue the series or
Nov. 23 in the Madonna College Resi-
dence Hall. “The Human Comedy,"” thc
film based on the novel by Williarr
Sarayan, will follow on Nov. 20.

Families in conflict will be tht
theme of two sessions during Term 1J
Dr. Margaret Sosnowski, commissionel
of public welfare for the city of Phila
delphia, will lead a discussion on Jan
15,
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*BLACK BART « TIMBERLINE
«OL HICKORY
and others

+ Fireplace Insorts
« Freestanding Models
« Furnace Add-ons

« Insulated Pips

ENERGY STORE

16709 Middlebalt (Between 5 & 6 Mile)

Livonia 427-3300
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and see a FREE
UPHOLSTERY
DEMONSTRATION

Our grand
opening
continues
with a free
UPHOLSTERY

Heritage master upha!sterer “John Tutile,
will stage an upholstery demonstration at
the Ann Arbor store only. lilustrated is just
one of many fine uphalstered pieces from
the Haritags line, featured at both stores.
Se:g%ad Heritage pleces are now 25% off
unf

Ray Interiors

33300 Slocum Dr., Farmington, 476-7272
3601 Plymouth Rd., Ann' Arbor, 995-8095

Michigan's first Drexel Heritage
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PUAZA OF FARKHATON | 4172 WALHHGTON WHCHESTER MALL
3158 GRAKD REVER EYEiY Amnmssmm
aem
OPENTIL 6 PM.

Available For
Immediate Delivery!

855-2000

Farmington Hills

Our 1981 Models are now

PERRIN-INTERNATIONAL LEASING CO.
32550 Northwestern Hwy.

OPEN TONIGHT 'TIL 9

Chargnlled swordflsm Mmmm:’

.. Broiled 1ake trout?.Ymmm
‘Unexpected-and unsurpassed for
delicacy of flavorand ﬂrmness
of téxture: .. S
Tasteand you ibenever




