9 years later

-School busing issue stlll volatlle in suburbs

' By LEONARD POGER

It was nine years ago this week that
one of the most controversial topics in
the suburbs — school busing — first
erupted.

Like the ash from Mount St. Helena,
the fallout was widespread.

It is quiet now, but reflections on the
ninth anniversary show that while
some things have quieted down, other

« 2spects of the issue may erupt again.

1t was just nine years when U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Stephen Roth found the
state of Michigan and the Detroit Pub-
lic Schools guilty of racial discrimina-
tion in educational decisions and poli-
cies.

Roth said that a remedy for elimi-
nating the past discrimination could in-
clude the busing of students between™
Detroit and 54 suburban distficts. He
put that position in writing in mid-
June, 1972. That ruling was overturned
by the U.S. Supreme Court in a 5-4 de-
cision in late July, 1974.

‘The federal court in Detroit then or-
dered in‘o effect a limited busing plan
which involved only Detroit.

The case isn't dead yet although
there there is no direct impact on the
suburbs now.

ROTH DIED several years ago and
Judge Robert DeMascio took over the
case. Under pressure, he agreed earlier
this year to have another judge handle
the case. The case is now in the hands
of a three-judge panel.

Suburban Homes sprouted window
signs with the message “This Family
Will Not Be Bused.”

One state legislative candidate was
giving away the signs. His opponent
was charging 50 cents each for them.

Homeowners started anti-busing
chapters in their backyards or family
rooms.There were large groups of par-
ents jamming public meetings to de-
mand that school officials promise to
vehemently oppose any busing order
from a federal judge.

City Councils got into the ac, adopt-
ing anti-busing resolutions and some
even promising to go to jail if found
guilty of failing to obey a court order
on busing.

THERE WAS AN immediate politi-
cal impact caused by the busing feud.

Candidates for every office — as re-
mote from busing as the office of Oak-
land County Drain’ Commissioner —
said they were not only anti-busing but
more anti-busing than their opponents.

Challengers with no political back-
ground challenged long-time incum-
bents on the busing issue.

In Oakland County, L. Brooks Patter-
son gained exposure in the newspapers
and on local TV news programs by
being Irene McCabe's attorney. Ms.
MeCabe gained nationwide prominence
as Teader of a citizens group opposed to
busing. Patterson was elected Oakland
County Prosecutor on the basis of the
publicity.

Canservalive candidates running on
either won elec-

But the Naticnal or the
Advancement of Colored People, which
initiated the civil suit in 1970, said that
its plans include a metropolitan busing
plan involving Detroit and its suburbs.

The NAACP is cv:uumurﬁl its legai
argument that the state of Michigan is
ultimately responsible for all public ed-
ucation and can't delegate its authority
to local school districts, Jesse Goodwin,
education committee chairman for the
NAACP, told The Observer.

He said there is no active motion be-
fore the federal court in the Detroit
busing case to bring the suburbs into
the case, “we hope to get into that very
shortly.”

THE ISSUE, though quiet now, was
the most frequently discussed topic —
if not the only topic, heard among sub-
urban residents.

uon or came close to defeating well-
known incumbents.

When two candidates for a post were
both vigorously anti-busing, the voters
made their decision on “who was the
"MOST anti-busing.”

BUT JUDGE ROTH, who died sever-
al years ago, commented in his 1972
ruling about the reality of busing —
within a single district.

He cited national and state statistics
which show that a large number of pu-
pils already get to school on a bus.

In Michigan, from 35 to 40 percent of
all students are bussed, he said.

‘TRe only change under his metropoli-
tan plan is the “direction of the bus.”

“For school authorities or private
citizens to now object to such transpor-
tation practices raises the inference

apply therelor.
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not of hostility to pupil lranspurtzﬁnn
but rather racially motivated hostility
to the desegregated school at the end of
the ride,” Roth said.

The judge based his ruling on numer-
ous actlons of the Detroit school bpard,
state Legislature, and past policies of

_the Federal Housing Administration

which led to racially segregated hous-
ing patterns in Detroit and the suburbs.

The state Constitution gives general
control over public education to the
state government.

But during the 1971 crisis and in sub-
sequent years, suburban school offi-
cials elaimed that the local school dis-
trict boundaries were sacred and
couldn’t be arbitrarily changed.

IN RECENT years, however, the

problems of money and vacant schools
caused by declining student enroll-
ments caused some changes in the sub-
urbs.

One suburban school board attorney
warned that vacant public schools ,
property or equipment shouldn’t be
sold, rented, or leased to church
schools. ' |

The reason for that advise was a
New Orleans busing case in which a
federal judge ruled that suburban
schools may be aiding “the white
flight” from the central city if they co-
operate in allowing private or parochi-
al schools to be located in their com-
munities.

But some Detroit area suburbs have
not followed that advice.
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moved in 1979 from the nnrt_hwesl side
of Detroit into a Redford Town:hxp jun-
ior high school.

United Christian Schools bought a
vacant school in Garden City.

On a larger scale, there were other
actions that show a growing scale of
cooperation of public schools without
regard to local boundaries.

PLYMOUTH—CANTON schools,
faced with a growing pupil enroliment,
have agreed to rent a Livonia School
District junior high next fall to handle
its overflow.

Livonia Board of Education has
agreed to handle the administration of
the North Dearborn Heights feod and
busing programs.

In adult education, Livonia will han-

dler the Redford Union programs while

Garden City will do the same for the -

Crestwood and North Dearborn Helghu
districts.

School officials defend all those a
tions by saying that they were muiu:
ly agreed to under contract.

Dr. Goodwin of the NAACP said his
group is aware of the rise of church’
schools in formerly public schools and
it further proves the point that the °
state government is part of the educa-
tional decision making process.

Attorney William Saxton, who repn_- :
sents most the suburban school dis-
tricts’ in the Detroit busing case,
doesn't feel that parochial schools lo-
catmg in vacant public schools would .

have any impact on his clients’ legaj
positien.
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