Steinbeck novel translates
beautifully to modern opera

By PATRICIA BEACH SMITH

Carlisle Floyd's opera “Of Mice and
Men” has added a new dimension to
John Steinbeck’s poignant novel about
the trials of a sl tted migrant

LOOKING FOR ARIAS like Pucmm
or Verdi wrote? You won't find them in
this score, but the elegant and pointed
musical motifs for each major chardc-
ter, while shorter than classical arias,
are ing anid beaut-

‘worker and his protector.

The Michigan Opera Theatre (MOT)
production, currently being mounted at
Music Hall in Detroit, adds its own
touch to this worthy American work.
‘That it was chosen to be on the MOT's
10th anniversary season is amazing in
itself.

For one, it isn’t an opera most people
gravitate to, unless they already know
what's in store. Most people are famil-
iar with the novel and know the eve-
ning won't be joyful — and they proba-
bly figure its “modern” music origins
won't make it any easier to understand,
even if it is in English.

The surprise is that it translates easi-
ly from Steinbeck’s powerful book into
opera. And for once, the English words
make beautfiul sense. Lennie’s plight is
only more pitiful set to music.

But that music is incredibly difficult
for singers and orchestra. It is also rel-
atively difficult for the listeners — not
because it is 20th century music, but
because of its powerful expression of
the frustrations and sadness the vari-
ous characters portray.

ful.

Some of the motifs are reminiscent
of Aaron Copland themes, especially in
the first act and overture, but later
Floyd's themes develop well in his
unique style.

Like some other MOT productions,
this one isn't as interesting vocally as it
‘might be, but-dramatically it is proba-
bly its best ever. For here is tragic op-
era of the ghird degree, played master-
fully by the entire cast. Floyd’s musical
tour de force is matched by his pawer-
ful staging of the work.

From the stunning opening scene
where search lights beam out into the
bleak fields of central California and
sirens wail in the night — to the closing
scene of similar dramatic impact,
there is no doubt of the tragedy one has
witnessed.

Perhaps, the reason it is a “difficult”
work is its familiarity. Set in California
in this century, it is tragedy a lot closer
to home than Joan of Arc’s trauma set
in France hundreds of years before.

The tenderness of George's opening
song which you could call “Trouble”
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was beautifully sung by Lawrence Coo-
per who never disappointed listeners
Friday.

His fellow traveler Lennie, sung by
Robert Moulson, may turn out later in
history to be one of the most thrilling
operatic roles for a tenor. Moulson cre-
ated the role of Lennie when “Of Mice
and Men” premiered 10 years ago in
Seattle.

MOULSON'S TENUOUS VOCAL
technique is absolutely no deterrent to
his development of the sad Lennie.

Because of his sense of timing and
acute musical interpretation, one for-
gets that a beautiful singing sound is
not emanating from this character —
and perhaps that's the secret of Moul-
son's success. If Placido Domingo sang
the role, the drama might be lost as the
singing dominated.

James Longacre, on the othér hand,
possesses not only a fine voice, but act-
ing skills sufficient to creating a terri-
ble presence as the Napoleanic Curly.
His wife, sung capably by Elizabeth
Wakefield, adds to the frustrations of
his existence and her own demise.

Ms. Wakefield strongly portrays a
character caught in a trap and strug-
gling out as best she can, with feminine
wiles that tantalize everyone. Her sole-
ful lament in the second scene of Act I

was sung very well. Her character was
faultless right down to the pink feather
mules on her feet.

ANOTHER STRENGTH in the pro-
duction is the role of Candy, an aging
cowhand with a dream. The role was
convincingly sung and played by a su-
perb actor — Jack Bittner.

In the second act a dashing chief

cowhand, Slim, delivers one of the
longer arias of the opera. Louie Otey
was dashing in the role and sang also
remarkably well.

But not enough can be said for Law-
rence Cooper as the thoughtful, loyal
George, besét by the problem of caring
for an explosive, yet dim-witted man
whom he loves in a special way. The
audience knows that throughout. When
he sings “I'll never settle for this life”
you know he means it, but the best laid
plans of mice and men, so they say, go
astray.

A magificant musteal trio is the sec-
ond act, “A Place of our own,” can ri-
val any by Verdi, even if it is compara-
tive brevity. Lennie, George and Candy
sing wiih passion about the dream they
are reaching for to quit the gypsy life.
Also in Act IT comes Slim’s rather ap-
pealing aria of sorts. It offers a quiet
pause with the ranch hands joining in.
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charges of being a disor-
derly person and
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According to police,
Prusinski's cell was
checked at 1 p.m. after a
fire alarm sounded in the
cellblock.

Burning papers were
found in the cell and ex-
tinguished by a police of-
ficer. The cell toilet was
plugged with paper tow-
els.

Witnesses said Prusin-
ski set fire to paper
toweling with a lighter
taken from his sock. Po-
lice also found a book of
used matches in a pants
pocket.

Prusinski is being held
on $5,000 bond in the
Oakland County jail.

We spegcialize in accident
and personal injury cases.

Auto accidents

No-Fault accidents (against
your insurance company)

Job injury cases (worker’s
compensation)

Hospital negligence

Medical malpractice

Product liability (injury from
defective product)

Aviation accidents & injuries

Social Security Disability

Federal injury claims

Call for an appointment
at our Livonia Office
477-8333
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Almost anytime.

A New Way

"Great dental care.
No appointment.
No waiting.

No kidding.” cun

Thousands and thousands of people are discovering the DentCare

~

We're new.

We're now.
We're
eniCare.

of Working

We've made it easy. If you need dental care, anything from a
checkup and cleaning to other procedures or denture work, all
you do is stop by. Just like that. Days. Nights. Even weekends.

Fast and Affordable

Take advantage of our free consultation and estimate. We've spent
years developing an efficient customer-care system. Makes it
easy for you. Makes it easy for our experienced staff of professional
dentists and hygienists. Makes it easy on the budget, too.
(Naturally we welcome union and insurance plans.)

Come Smile With Us.

We're fast. We're friendly. We're DentCare. Come on in and
visit. Do something nice for you and your family.
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Qwned and Operated by Dr. Glenn S. Spencer, P.C. | Qwned and Operated by Dr. Glenn S. Spencer, PC.|:
and Dr. Steven J. Shuster, D.D.S., Directors
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