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For would-be tuners, this school hits a chord

By ‘CRAIG PIECHURA

There are already schools for people
interested in becoming bartenders,
computer programmers and disc joc-
keys located in Southfield. Now a new
school has opened for people who want

. to learn how to tune and rebuild pianos.

Forget the stereotype that the only
good piano tuners are blind craftsmen
who possess golden eardrums, say
Karen Sue Ford, 35, of Canton Town-
ship and Bruce Robinson, 45, of Taylor,
respectively the director and owner of
Piano Technology, Inc., 26340 W. Eight
Mile.

Most people, they say, misunder-
stand the method of tuning a piano.
You don't tune to a pitch, you listen for
a mathematical beat frequency be-
tween two notes. But tuning a piano by
mathematics alone or by relying solely
on an electronic tuning device makes a
piano sound flat to the human ear. The
sound has no presence.

“The problem with an electronic tun-
ing device is you're using a perfect de-
vise on an imperfect instrument,” Mrs.
Ford says.

Knowing when to tweak a certain
string and when not to is where lessons
and experience come in.
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. be the best passible.

“A well qualified technician is al-
ways in great demand” says Mrs.
Ford, a piano tuner herself in a sales
pitch to prospective students. “If I
must have competition, I prefer that it

“If you have average intelligence,
normal hearing and a love for quality
music, I can train you in my field. No
musical experience is necessary and
you don't have to have a ‘perfect ear.’
‘All you need is the desire to learn.”

THE SCHOOL opened last month
and at present only two students are
enrolled. But Robinson says 28 persons
called for information after the Detroit
News ran a tiny article about the open-
ing of the school.

Doug Juntunen, 24, of Livonia, is a
laid-off Ford Motor worker and the ar-
ticle about the piano tuning school
caught his eye. A trombone player in
the Farmington Community Concert
Band and the Farmington Jazz Band,
Juntunen says “I just like working with
pianos and stuff. They fascinate me.”

His teacher, Mrs. Ford, says Jun-
tunen is quick to pick out false beats in
the upright piano they're restoring in
class and “that’s a good sign.” It's too
soon to predict whether piano tuning
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will become a career with Juntunen,
but he figures learning the skill can't
hurt him.

The owner of PTI, Robinson doesn't
expect to get rich teaching piano tuning
to the masses. He says there probably
aren't that many persons in town inter-
ested in the skill. But piano tuning
classes, Robinson said, would be ideal
for musicians and maybe ministers
who want to tune their own instru-
ments accurately.

There was unused space in the build-
ing that also houses Robinson's three-
year-old organ repair business, Key-
board Services Inc. Since there is only
one other piano technnician school in
the state, the Detroit School for Piano
Technicians, he and Mrs. Ford decided
to open another. Pianos that students
repair in class will be sold to the pub-
lic.

Eventually, PTI hopes to become af-
filiated with the national Piano Tuners

Guild, a society that works to improve
the standards of the century-old skill.

‘Too many people who call them-
selves piano tuners are self-taught or
graduates of correspondence schools,
says Robinson.

“YOU CAN learn just enough to doa
lot of harm,” he says.

Pianos in Michigan should be tuned
at least once a year, say school direc-
tors, and preferably twice a year be-
cause of the high humidity in the state.
Putting off periodic tuning and preven-
tative maintenance can turn an expen-
sive instrument into an unplayable
piece of furniture.

Asked if pianos used by boogie woo-
gie or rock 'n roll players go out of tune
faster than pianos that play waltzes,
Mrs. Ford said pianos in Southern Bap-
tist churches usually show signs of pi-
ano abuse.

“They stomp on pianos, beat on pi-

anos worse than rock bands because
they use it more often and they play it
so fervently,” Mrs. Ford said. “That’s
great business for us.”

Part-time classes at the school range
from $35 for four hours instruction in
tuning and repair to $45 for a six-hour
class.

In class lectures, students learn that
a standard piano has 235 tuning pins,
holding strings that should be wound
with 20 tons of tension. Tightening a

string too far could cause it to break
and severely injure the hapless or even
headless tuner not to mention ruin the
piano.

A responsive chord has been struck.
After hearing that dire warning, stu-
dents quickly develop a new-found re-
spect for the piano.

“And it looks so innocent sitting
there,” laughs Robinson, pointing to the
ever-changing 88s.

Doctorate awarded

James Randall Wilson, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Donald J. Wilson of Summer-
wood Ave., Farmington Hills, has fin-
ished his graduate studies and has

received a PHD. in Plasma Physics

from Princeton University.
He was a graduate of East Junior

High in Farmington, Cass Tech High in
Detroit and received his B.S. degree
from the University of Michigan.

He is now employed by Princeton as
a research scientist at the Plasma
Physics Laboratory on the Forrestal
Campus at Princeton.
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Winners are in for a lot of excitement and
FREE groceries at either of the Supermar-
ket Spree locations: The Kroger Store at
Grand River and Halstead or the Chatham
Store at 11 Mile Rd. and Middlebelt Rd.
in up to 5 minutes or 3 minutes to fill as
many shopping carts with groceries as
possible! There’s no limit on the dollar
value! (maximum 1 minute per aisle)
To become eligible for the Michigan
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win up to 5 minutes of free grocery shopping plus
other valuable prizes

EXP 00/00

October 1, 1980 through October 22, 1980
Drawing October 23, 1980, 10:00 a.m., at Ten Mile and
Grand River office of Michigan National Bank-Farmington.

You need not be present to win.

Michigan Money® Card Application

entry form.

Chatham's
(Chatham Square Mall)

Name

Address

City/State

Zip Code

America's Stamp Stop,
West

Ardmore Shoe Repalr
Artland Gallery Center

Checking Account No.

Savings Account No.

Chatham Square Optical
Coin D'or Jewelers Watch
& Jewelry Repalr

Signature Date

if Joint Signature Date

Diamond Boutique
Dore's Jeans Ville
Fireside Book Store
Happl

Your Signature on this form will constitute an agreement that all
uses of the Card will be governed by the EFT service agreement.

is Cards, Gifts &
Flowers

M

24 Hour Michigan Money
Financial Center
11 Mile & Middiebelt, Chatham Sg. Ctr.

aligan National Bank

Farmington
24400
Orchard Lake Rosd at 10 Mile Twslve Mile sad Farmington Rds. North wa Hina Mile Road st Farmington Rd. “Ten Mile Rd. and Grand River
Farminglon Hills, MI 48024 Farmington Hills, MI 48018 Farmington Hills, M1 42018 Farmington Hills, M1 48018 Farmington Hills, Ml 43013
3330 837720 ars-Ta0 aTsaz2 R
N s’

1. Fill out the attached Michigan Money
Card Application.

2. Bring the Michigan Money Card Appli-
cation to any of the conveniently located
Michigan National Bank-Farmington branch-

es listed below. At the same time, you can ask
for and fill out the official Supermarket Spree

3.1f you are not a customer, come in and
open your checking and/or regular daily
interest savings account.

The following participating merchants
have contributed gift certificates.

Kroger's
(Grand River and Halstead)

Kroger
Margo's Childrens Wear
Michigan National Bank--
Farmington

Nista's Fashions & Things
Peerless Deluxe Cleaners
Richards' Boys & Girls
The Extreme Look, Ltd.
The Reading Express
Winkelman's

Your hometown Bank - Membecs
FDIC Insured to $100,000. Affillat-
od with Michigan National Cor-
potation. 55 billion banking or-
ganization.




