Joannie Barker of West
models a necklace of leaves, blossoms and berries in tozes of rose and
green. Also hanging from the Isadora of Paris creation is a vial of the

From ancient times on, forever amber
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designer’s perfume.
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In ancient times, ajchemists went to
extraordinary efforts to create substi-
tutes for gold. None succeeded.

Now that the daily price of gold
nudges the $700 mark, contemporary
consumers, while not turning to alche-
my are beginning to look for substi-
~tutes for precious metals.

.Isadora of Paris, known for her per-
fumes and Lalique crystal bottles in
which to merchandise them, has de-
signed a group of amber necklackes,
brooches and earrings.

Jewelry afficionades who think of
amber only in terums of grandmother’s
favorite beads are in for a surpise.

The amber used by Isadora is in rich,
vibrant colors such as blue, aubergine,
white and gold.

Necklaches of irregular shapes and
some in the shapes of fish and fowl are
part of the group.

“She copies them from old art -deco
pieces that are quite valuable,” said
Marion Gordon, proprietor of Goldf-
inger, a jewelry shop in the Applegate
Square Shopping Center in Southfield,

Mrs. Gordon made her first purchase
of the exotic ambers in Paris and since
putting them into her store has had to
re-order them.

WEARING ONE piece out to dinner
recently, she met a friend who insisted
on buying it right from off her neck for
his wife.

“They are different,” she said.

Amber is a fossil resin usually in yel-
low to brown tones which is exuded by
coniferous trees which are now extinct.

* Because of its capability of being
. highly polished, it has long been used
for ornaments and jewelry. The Greeks
and Romans used amber extensively.

" In another dimension, amber is con-
nected with many superstitions and is
believed to b a ive against

A seven-year veteran of the jewelry
business, her shop has been in Apple-
gate for the past three years.

MOST PEQPLE have to work hard
to get their business going at first; Mrs.
Gordon had to work at getting both her-
self and her jewelry business off the
ground, so to speak.

“I started when I was flat on my
back at home with the ruptured dise,”
she explained. “I had to stay there for
17 months, so I started selling jewelry
right from my bed.”

Both she and her business eventually
got on their feet, Today she sells a com-
plete line of jewelry including the
amber pleces that could prove to be an
affordable hedge against inflation.
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An open vial shows
the perfume hidden in
this amber necklace.
Copied from art deco
pieces of another era,
the selection includes
birds and animals such
as the pelican above
sitting tight on a tree
branch.
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disease and bad luck,

Mrs. Gordon said the selection she is
showing should not be considered cos-
tume jewelry.

“It could conceivably increase in val-
ue, because these are art pieces,” she
said.

A whimsical bear with a ball ou a string, a neck-
lack of geometric shapes and earrings that don’t
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Of Things Pasta )

In Italy, fresh, homemade pasta is a way of life. Recently it
became the rage in New York and stores such and Pasta and
Cheese have proliferated. Now, Yvonne Gill has gotten on the
bandwagon and you can buy fresh, homemade pasta at the
take-out counter of her restaurant, Tweeny's Cafe. Egg pasta
costs $4per pound. Colorful vegetable pasta of beet, carrot,
spinach or tomato cost $5. Ms. Gill also sells homemade Pesto,
Alfredo and Melazine sauces (§5 per 16 ounce container) to
serve on the pastas.

Tweeny's Cafe, 280 N. Woodward, Birmingham, 644-0050.

Back to Baek

A friend claims that there are two kinds of people: those who
have back problems and those who will. No matter which cate-
gory you fall in, you should know about a six week series of
classes being given at the Birmingham YMCA starting next
week. Called “The Y’s Way to a Healthy Back,” the program
was developed by Dr. Hans Kraus to help prevent and relieve
back discomfort. Instructor Lee Hilene willteach you how to
do 18 simple exercises that will increase your flexibility and
basic muscle strength. Classes meet both Monday and Thurs-
day from 11:45 a.m. to noon or from 6:15 p.m. until 7 p.m.
Birmingham YMCA, 400 E. Lincoin, Birmingham, 644-9036.

Help Full )

If you're like me, you often rip out helpful hints from the
newspaper and then leave them lying all over the place with-
out ever organizing them. That’s undoubtedly one of the rea-
sons that the book, “Mary Ellen’s Best of Helpful Hints" has
been on the national bestseller list for over a year. The author
has just published a sequél entitled “Mary Ellen’s Best of
Helpful Kitchen Hints” ($4.50). Jam-packed with more than
1,000 new hints, the book is a good item to keep at your finger-
tips. After all, where else might you find out that “to light
candles in tall, deep containers, use a lit, uncookéd piece of
spaghetti.”

Petting ‘

Just ask the man who owns one! Proper medical care for a pet

" can be very costly. For this reason, three veterinary clinics in

the Oakland County area have come with a terrific idea called,
the Pre-paid Pet Health Program. A premium of $139 per
year plus a $5 office change per visit covers your pet for any
routine or emergency medical or surgical care. The price in-
cludes inati 'y work, ication, dentistry
and hospitalization. . -
Downtown Birmingham Veterinary Clinic, Birmingham, 642-
6144; Oakland Orchard Veterinary Clinic, Farmington Hills,
553-2340; Elizabeth Lake Road Veterinary Hospital, Pontiac,
681-8181. - . .
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priced from $120 to $250.

COATS UNLIMITED
| WINS THE COLD WAR

Before you try to beat winters cold, you owe it to yourself

to shop at Coats Unlimited. Hundreds of coats to choose from,
new arrivals daily, and pricés that arc 5% below the same

. merchandisc you are secing right now at better
department and specialty stores.The latest
Never a second
or an irregular. Comparison shop, you'll
sce the difference.

fashions, colors, and fabric

Mon Thur Fri 10-9
Tues Wed 10-6

Visa Cards Welcome

Shopping Center

match are all part of the amber pieces that are

Hours

Sat 10-3
Sun 12-5

Master and

Located in the
Lincoln

Greenfield Rd.
just south of
11 mile
968-2060




