Citizens lobby
seeking change

in court system

By JACKIE KELEIN

Calling the state Friend of the Court
system “no friend to the children of
Michigan,” the Michigan Citizens Lob-
by (MCL} has recommended reform of
the system.

MCL made the charge at a press con-
ference Monday in Southfield. The or-
ganization released a report based on
five years of research and investigation
of the Friend of the Court system.

“The major conclusion of the report
is that the Friend of the Court is no
friend to_the children of Michigan,”
said Kay McGowan, MCL special proj-
ects director who wrote the 20-page
study. .

“The Friend of the Court was estab-
lished by the legislature in 1919 to pro-
tect children under 18 years old in di-
vorced families.

“As an arm of the circuit court, the
Friend of the Court has primary re-
sponsibility to help decide which parent
gets custody, to make sure support pay-
ments are made and to make sure the
child has the chance to visit the non-
custodial parent. The Friend of the
Court isn't working well. It no longer
responds to the needs of the people it
serves.”

high to the individuals and the state,”
Ms. McGowan said. “Mothers on wel-
fare are affected because of unpaid
child support. Fathers are in jail be-
cause no other child-support enforce-
ment has been created.

“But the saddest victims are the chil-
dren who are denied contact with one
of their parents and are lacking eco-
nomic necessities because of unpaid
support.”

The MCL report makes the following
recommendations:

« Changes in the Friend of the Court
system. These include establishing
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yolvement of county commissioners in
the appointment process, limiting
terms of office, providing ways to re-
move persons who don't do the job and
creation of a complaint process.

« Changes in practices. Including
providing help by telephone to avoid
the hardship of repeated visits and long
waits, insuring caseworkers' impartial-
ity and handling problems without re-
quiring parties to hire lawyers.

« New ways of collecting court-or-
dered child support. Suggested are
mandatory wage assignments where
there’s a history of non-payment, op-
tional wage assignments in other cases,

d to with

During the past five years, i
to Ms. McGowan, many persons have
called the ield-based MCL to

wage assignments and joint parent re-
ibility for child support in propor-

complain and air frustrations about the
Friend of the Court. The system hasn't
kept pace with changes in society, she
maintained.

LAST YEAR, one in every three
marriages failed and more than half in-
volved minor children, Ms.

tion to income.

« Enforcement of visitation rights.
These include a special staff responsi-
ble for problem cases, measures to fol-
low when visitation is denied, starting
with educational efforts and continuing
through iation or i

said. Because the Friend of the Court
operates differently in all 83 counties
— and because there are no educati

« Alternatives to imprisonment for
nonpayment of c_hild support. Suggest-

al qualifications needed for appoint-
ment to the court or staff — the system
is designed to fail, she contended.

“The costs of the system’s failure are

ed are wage liens on as-
sets, posting of a support bond, child
support insurance, fines for refusal, re-
ferral to sources of training and job
placement where needed.

2 residents train
at Air Force camp

Brent A. Bradley son of Mr. and Mrs.
Mahion Bradley of 33277 Eleven Mile
Road, Farmington Hills, and Michael
Champness, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robin
Champness of 24025 Drake Road,
Farmington, recently completed a US.
Air Force ROTC field training encamp-
ment at McConnell Air Force Base,
Kan.

During the encampment, cadets
receive survival and small arms train-
ing and aircraft and aircrew indoctri-
nation. They also have the opportunity
to observe careers in which they might
wish to serve as Air Force officers.

The cadets are students at the Uni-
versity of Michigan at Ann Arbor.
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PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES

- Adults, Adolescents, Children, Families
» Marital Counseling » Phobia Clinic
+Sexual Counseling * Exploring Parenting

+Professional Training Seminars
+2-Hour Evening Workshops List Available Upon Request)
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Now at our new location

GRAND OPENING SPECIALS

Have Your
Christmas Portrait
Taken Now
8x10 Color Portrait
l3 4’5
or
11x14 Color Portrait
'69"

. From Your Choice
F oo of 10-12 Poses
By Appolntment

FAMILY PORTRAITS - PETS - WEDDINGS
- Commercial Photography
- 29217 W, Saven Mile at Middlabelt, Livonia
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Don'tforget!

Sweetest Day
is Sat., Oct. 18
We carry the latest fall
sweaters, suits, skirts, ki
blouses and sleepwear. .

We also have Aris Isotoner |
Gloves at prices up to 20%
below retail.

Weekly in-store spegials!
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Earn the high

Soon every dollar you deposit will earn the

highest interest allowed by law. On January 1.
1981 even your checking account money will earn
5%% inletest at Peoples Federal Savings from
day af deposit to day of withdrawal. That's when

NOW accounts will officially arrive.

What's more, every account is fully insured up

to $100,000 by an agency of the federal

estinterest
on all your money :

government, untike money-market funds. And aut
rates don't fluctuate. They're guaranteed for the

Your one-stop family financial center.

Peoples Federal Savings|

Woodward
south of 13 Mile Rd.
549-6600

Long Lake at

Coolidge
646-4620

f you work downtown and prefer o bank Ihere. use our convenient oftice on the promerfads level in the Renaissance Center

tife of Ihe certificate.

So come on in to the convenient Peoples
Federal Savings office in your neighborhoad. Sign ~ *
up now for a NOW account. Then relax while your ~
maney eafns the highest rate allowed with ~
maximum safely. -

Joy Rd. at Five Mile at
Beech Daly Newburg
937-2700 464-1400

Magniicen! Guro Cabinels
Specially Priced Ths Week

fThe perfect accent piece for your ‘beautiful home. ..
The perfect piece for your treasured coflectibles!

al Plymouth Furniture . . .

In stock and
available for
immediate delivery,
or you can layaway
for Christmas!
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..t0o busy to come
Into the store?

...need help with a
decorating problem?

CALL 455-5700

.and let
decaratoridesigners assist
you in the comlort o

own homo. No abligation.
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CURIO CABINET -§

From the International Coltection by
Leonard Eisen. Wrap around visibilit

Beautl
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{hrough glass doors and end panels.
fully lighted with mir-

fored back, 32° wids,

13"deep. 71" high

PECAN
CORNER CURIO,

little corner, Lighted interior, glass shelves,
mirored back with two doors. 24" wide, 16

decp, 72 high. 3
Youli weasuro this 285
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PECAN CURIO

Display and store In this versallle curio

Cabinat. Lighted interior with glass shelves
mifvor back. PIus  lower cabinel for

extrastorage. 25
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71" high.
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