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By BARBARA MICHALS
Laughter is a reliable gauge of a
comedy’s succcess, but the laughter
was only sporadic on opening night as

SET AT A FASHIONABLE French
resort in 1912, the plot involves three
bungling thieves intent on victimizing a
wealthy society matron and her two
young nieces. The world-weary matri-

Meadow Brook Theatre began its 15th
season last week.

‘“Thieves’ Carnival” a romantic
farce by Jean Anouilh, continues
throngh Nov. 2, on the Oakland Univer-
sity campus near Rochester.

Despite assembling an impressive
cast of accomplished veterans, the pro-
duction lacks the unified, grand sense
of style needed to make it more than
passably pleasant. Director Terence
Kilburn his included bits and pieces of

New decor, ‘menju
enhance Eden Glen

mgs New lighting inxlur& have been
dded.

couldn’t decide which tack to pursue or
he was willing to try anything to sauce
the very thin plot. -

Barbara Berge's icily cool postured
mannerisms, Gary Mach's airy ballet
and mime routines; and the finale's
bouncy tomfoolery are examples of
styles that are pleasing on their awn
hul clash with one inm.her

Eden Glen restaurant, 2085 W. Big
Beaver, Troy, has kicked off its seventh
year of operation with a new look.

Eden Glen Manager Gordon Bow-
man said some $80,000 has been spent
on an extensive remodeling of the res-
taurant.

The most significant changes at
Eden Glen have taken place in the res-
taurant’s main diniog room. New din-
ing areas have been created with the
placement of booths in small group-

The banquet room at Eden Glen also -

ering, lighting and fabric on the room’s
partition. The lobby. area has been re-
modeled as well.

Larry Matarazzi of WME Interior
Architects of San Franccisco created
the new look at Eden Glen.

Changes have been made to the Eden
Glen menu, which is being introduced
at the same time. The New Orleans fla-
vor has been retained but features en-
trees such as Poulet Rochambeau, Em-
ince de Veau Fine Champagne and
Pompano en Papillote, plus Dover Sole
Picasso, Tournedos Henri IV and Cha-
teaubriand Bouquetiere.

In addition to lunch and dinner ser-
vice, Eden Glen has a New Orleans
Sunday brunch with live entertainment.

ings.

In the center of the room, a raised
seating area has been added, dividing
the room into different levels to add
more dimension to the dining area.

THROUGHOUT THE restaurant,
new lighter color wallcoverings have
been added, and all booths and chairs
have been reuphdlstered in rust cover-

.Mobius offérs show 2 by 2°

Mobius Theatrical Preductions is
presenting “2 by 2” in cooperation with
the Dearborn Civic Players. Perfor-
mances continue at 8:15 p.m. Thurs-
day-Saturday at Mobius’- 44-seat the-
ater at 57 W. Huron, Pontiac.

‘The musical is based on the story of

Noah and the ark and has music by
Richard Rogers. One of the leading
roles is being performed by David Pul-
ice, last seen in-Pontiac in “Oh, Cow-
ard”

Acrylic paintings by Terrance Nagle
will be exhibited in the lebby.
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styhzed stage bluhles, but either he -

has been refurbished with new wallcov- I

arch turns the tables on the thieves,
manipulting them Into a scheme to re-
lleve her boredom.

Polly Rowles is a stately Lady Hurf,
but she conveys the character’s bore-
dom to the point where her own flat
delivery suggests she is bored with the
role. “Intrigues spring up at our feet
like jungle vegetation,” Lady Hurf de-
clares ironically just before she decides
to take matters into her own hands and
enliven the proceedings.

Harry Ellerbe is a delightful carica-
ture as the befuddled old Lord Edgard,
though his relationship to Lady Hurf is
never quite clear. Is he husband, friend,
old lover, or none of the above?

As Eva, the elder niece, Barbara
Berges icy hauteur eﬁecuvely con-
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trasts with Melanie Resnick’s drearmly
romantic Juliet, the younger niece.

Ms. Berge looks stunning in her cos-
tumes by ‘Mary Lynn Bonnell, but -a
good deal of the other costumes look
rather homespun and ill-fitting. .

Terence Marinan is appealingly ear-
nest as Gustave, the youngest thief, a
curious mixture of practicality and
romanticism. He pairs.well with Ms,
Resnick's convincing ingenue.

ALLAN STEVENS and Donald Ewer
are adequate as the inept thieves whose
various disguises fool nobody but them-
selves. They poke fun at their younger
companion’s eagerness but are unable
1o set much of an example for him.

The comedy lmrks best whenever
A.D. Cover and Bob Murdy appear as a
father-and-son team of outrageous. for-
tune-hunters. Cover, whose hilarious
Spettique in last season’s “Charley’s
Aunt” was a classic, can convey comic
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subtleties effortless]y Murdy's
squeaky voice and self—effacmg stance
are comic gems. in gal
matching outfits, the pair produces
most of the evening's laughs.
Tooting his horn as he weaves among
the actors, Gary Mach's white-faced
mime never quite fits in. When Lady
Hurf finally shoos him away because
he's getting on her nerves, the opening
night audience responded with substan-

tial applause rather than a good-na-v

tured chuckle.

Dry money -
Save money by learn-
ing to and

Cross-purposes confuse ‘“Thieves® Carnival’ farce

The simple sets by Peter-William
Hicks are art noveau in style and at-
tractive in shades of mauve, blue and
grey. They are effective but seem
rather sparse for the size of the Mead-
ow Brook stage.

By definition the plots of all farces
are light and silly, but that is precisely
why a play such as “Thieves’ Carnival’”
must be presented with exceptional
high style to keep from looking rather
foolish. This production just doesn't
have sufficient flair.

use dry milk. For infor-
mation, send a self-ad-
dressed, . stamped enve-
lope and 10 cents in coin
to the International Food
Storage Association (M),
PO Box 249, LaVerkin,
Utah 84745A
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@ Authentic German
specialtion: Brat-
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