Oakland transit
ballot questions
invalid — Beer

By TOM LONERGAN

Four public transportation advisory
questions have been ordered off the
Nov. 4 Oakland County ballot.

Circuit Judge William Beer Wednes-
day granted the order requested by the
Detroit Metropolitan Area League of
Wormen Voters.

“The {(county board of) commission-
ers had no legal authority . . . in put-
ting these questions on the ballot,” Beer
said.

“They should have refrained from
having the cousirly comfort of having
this matter go before the electorate.”

LIBBY RICHARDS, president of the
metropolitan area league, said the
group was “very pleased” by Beer's de-
cision. “Having them off is more im-
portant than keeping such confusing
questions on,” she said.

The four questions addressed were
funding of a regional

the commissioners can ask for an advi-
sory opinion,” Downs said in his closing
argument before Beer.

Three of the four questions, said
Downs, were written in “confusing”
language, and ene question asked the
voters to give an opinion on three dif-
ferent issues.

THE QUESTIONS were drafted by
two county commissioners opposed to
SEMTA — John Peterson, R-Roches-
ter, and Anne Hobart, R-Waterford
‘Township,. chairwoman of the county
board Republican caucus.

The two commissioners earlier this
year gathered an estimated 5,000 peti-
tion signatures in making their case
that the referendums belonged on the
ballot.

The county board’s attorney, Robert
Allen, who had to defend the referen-
dums in court Wednesday, earlier had
i they Jacked au-

system as proposed by the Southeast-
ern Michigan Transportation Authority
(SEMTAY); creation of a county-operat-
ed transit system; and the county’s con-
tinued membership in SEMTA, a seven-
county regional authority.

The league, by attorney

vised
Lhunly to put the questions on the bal-

Regardmg the first advisory ques-
tion, Mrs. Richards testified that there
were three issues a voter could give his
opinion on — a tax for regional public

‘Tom Downs of Lansing, filed suit late
last week seeking removal of the advi-
sory questions which the county board
had placed on the ballot in May.
“There's no place in the law that says

support of a regional
plan and the Detroit subway.

“It's very unclear what interpreta-
tion you can draw, she said, “because
of the number’ of issues in that ques-
tion.”

Most service resumes

SEMTA mechanics
ratify wage pact

SEMTA buses were expected back on
the streets today as 160 maintenance
workers agreed Wednesday to a three-
year contract.

Details of the settlement were not
available at press time late Wednesday
afternoon.

‘The mechanics represented by UAW
Local 417 voted 110-21 to accept the
contract. They had previously rejected

munities is also not effected by the
strike.

A meeting today was scheduled with
a federal mediator in the strike by
drivers and clerks. The strike is against
Transit Management Inc., a private
firm which operates the small bus ser-
vice under a SEMTA contract.

IN THE SMALL bus strike, both
and Transit M:

two offers by the Michi-
gan Transportation Authority.

Before the new contract, the average

maintenance worker earned $9.17 per
hour, according to a SEMTA represent-
ative.
‘The strike idled 320 major line buses
in the metropolitan area and forced
about 45,000 daily riders to find other
transportation.

MEANWHILE, SOME SEMTA small
bus service in Wayne and Oakland
counties remained idled by a strike by
more than 100 drivers and reservation
clerks, represented by Teamsters Lo-
cal 247.

‘The strike, which began Oc: 3 has

representatives agreed Tuesday they
were far apart on wages.

The drivers are now paid $4.05 an
hour and work a 47-hour week, accord-
ing to Ron Barnes, general manager of
Transit Management of Wayne and
Oakland County.

‘The company — which also operates
small bus systems in Minnesota, Penn-
sylvania and Arizona — took over the
small bus operation July 1.

Thursday's meeting was the first be-
tween both sides since the strike began
two weeks ago.

The small bus systems primarily
serve the elderly and handicapped.

Expanded fringe benefits and work-
ing iti remain , be-

halted service for an
daily users of the Wayne and Oakland
County Advance Reservation Transit
System.

Dial-A-Ride service has not been ef-
fected by the strike. The Nankin Trans-
portation Commission which serves
several western Wayne County com-

sides wages, Barnes said.

He said Transit Management has of-
fered to pay the drivers and clerks
$5.11 an hour for the first year of a
three-year pact, with raises of 8 per-
cent and 7 percent the following years.

‘The union’s initial wage demand was
$8 an hour, according to Barnes.

Followed?

Illegal state cop files
will be pried open

‘Thousands of metropolitan area resi-
dents who believe they were the tar-
gets of illegal Michigan State Police
spying during the past 30 years will
soon be able to obtain their police files.

A six-year-old continuing law suit,
filed on behalf of about a dozen De-
troit-area consumer, civil rights, anti-
Vietnam war and welfare rights activ-
ists, could Jead to the release of an esti-
mated 38,000 individual files and 400
organization files kept by a state police
special investigation unit since the ear-
Iy 1950s.

‘The unit, commonly referred to as
the “Red Squad,” was found unconstitu-
tional in separate circuit court opinions
in Ingham County in 1976 and Wayne
County in 1877.

ATTORNEYS WHO won the class
action lawsuit have negotiated for a
year and a half with the state attorney
general's office over a file release pro-
cedure, which was announced last
week.

“Sometime in October,” according to
Pat Murphy, a spokesman for the attor-
ney general’s office, letters will be sent
to those individuals whom flles were
kept on.”

The letters will tell the person how
ke or she can obtaln the file from the
state police. In order to get the file, a

trequest must be made. Murphy said
;ndswmhephcedinthetwomjnrbe-

!

troit daily newspapers notifying the

public of the release of the files and
ublic service announcement time will

be requested from television stations.

The state won't charge for the files,
Murphy said.

RICHARD SOBLE, co-counsel for
the plaintiffs, said the state will check
addresses with the latest Secretary of
State's office driver’s license records.

Names of informers and police offi-
cers will be deleted from the files,
Soble said, as well as “any information
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Save 10% to 50% on every
diamond and precious stone
in our sparkling collection

Your number one choice in fine jewelry-gorgeous, scintilating diamonds, rubies,
sapphires and emeralds. Perfect for gifts, because they reflect your sentiments for a
long time. And now's your chance. during Hudson’s Semi-Annucl Diamend Sale, to save
10% to 50% on our multi-milion doliar collection. Including earrings, rings. pendants,
bracelets, charms, solitaires, engagement rings and men’s rings. Also select rubies,
emeralds and sapphires, all beautifully set in 14K or 18K gold. Come in to take advantage
of these very special prices before November 1, in Hudson's Fine Jewelry." And
remember another way to buy: trade in any diamond you own for a new one. Ask about
our convenient credit plans when you make a purchase.

Save 50%

on alustrous coliection of precious stone
jewelry. Hurry in, because the prices are
50 low these beautiful pieces won't be
around for long. Yours to collect: rings.
pendants, pins, earrings and more, reg.
$200 to $1000, sale $100 to $500.°

*Selection wil vary by stare

You are invited o attend a special Downtown Diamond Show, Sunday, October 19, from 11 am. to
5 p.m. at Hudson’s Downtown Store only. Designer diamonds will be on display as well as precious stones.
Select from the designers’ unique collections o start with our stones and mountings to create your own one-
of-a-kind styles. Plus ot this event only:

» Any designer diomond selection you make will be an additional 5% less

« Register for our exciting diamond giveaway

* Bring in your own diamonds or precious stones (limit 2 pieces please) for appraisals at no charge

* Enjoy refreshments

« Complimentary valet parking (use Farmer Sireet entrance)

Come view our unique collection at our Diamond Sale trunk shows. Our designers will be on hand to
advise you while you-see their sample collections. It's all taking place in Hudson's Fine Jewelry, at the stores below.
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