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Richard (Christopher Reeve) sees Elise, in a scene from
“Somewhere in Time.”
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the movies

Y %‘} Louise Snider
Mackinac Island

provides setting
for gimmickry

Somehow, someplace, someone must have had an idea. It was
expanded, it was embellished, but since it wasn't much of an idea
to begin with, it wasn't much of an idea dressed up as “Somewhere
in Time" (PG).

‘What might have been an entertaining 30-minute “Twilight
Zone” drama has been inflated into a full-length film. In fact, it
takes more than 30 minutes just for the hero to go back in time,
which is the gimmick that is the basis for the story.

Location shooting for “Somewhere in Time” was done on Macki-
nac Island, in and around the Grand Hotel, but the film hardly.
comes close to matching the grandeur of that old establishment.

The male lead, Christopher Reeve, impulsively takes off for an
impromptu vacation, after a brokeri romance.

HE DRIVES (yes, drives) to Mackinac Island where he checks

“into the Grand. Strolling around tlie lnhhy. he looks into a room

with historical memorabilia and falls in love wxl.h the portrait of
an actress {Jane Seymour) famous in 1912.

After a bit of research on timie travel, he buys a suit of period
clothes, divests himself of objects belonging to the present and by
sheer force of mind goes back through time almost 70 years.

Here the film is at its best with ils restoration of the era. It
captures the niceties and subtleties of the furnishings, costumes,
manners and, of course, the beauty of the location, which hasn't
changed that much through the years. The autos, thankfully, are
replaced by horses and buggies.

The time travel, however, hasn't been as kind to Reeve. Looking
silly in a derby and constricted in his suit, he gallumphs about
searching for the woman in the portrait, with a clumsiness that is
more doltish than charming.

Reeve is' not the only problem. The dull script (by Richard
Matheson, who wrote the novel) and the turgid direction by Jean-
“not. Szware (he did “Jaws 1I”) must share responsibility for the
way this film strains for a light touch — which it never finds.

NOR DOES THIS film ever find anything for people to say to *
each other. Even Federal aid wnuldn t help the impoverished dia-
logue. Here are some examples.

A producer asks Reeve, a playwngm when the play he is writ-
ing wlll be finished.

Reeve: “I don't know.”

Producer: "My God! Don't you know peuple are waiting for
this?”

Reeve is about to kiss Jane Seymour.

Seymour: “My God!"

Hotel manager and al(endant find Reeve 1.

One of them cries: “My God!

Maybe they're waiting for an appearance by George Burns. Who
knows?

Through all this, Seyriour gamely makes the most of her role.
She has'a classy, romantic aura about her that catches the spirit of
the original story, even if the movie doesn't.

Monday, October 20, 1980
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Panel maulls ,
live theater

‘The present.and future of live theater in Detroit
will be discussed by five area director'and produe-
‘ers at the Cranbrook P.M. panel class “The House
Lights Dim" . . . The Curtain Rises” at 8 p.m. Oct.
27 at Cranbroak School in Bloomdield Hills.

Panel guests are Robert Dearth, director of cul-
tural affairs for Oakland University; Leonard:
Leone, director of theater, Wayne State University
and coordinating director of the Globe Theatre
project; Lavinia Moyer, artistie director, Attic The- -
atre; J. Roland Wilson, producing director and gen-
eral manager, Music Hall Center; and Hal Young-
blood, executive producer, WJR and director, Al-
fred’s Dinner Theatre. .

Behind-the-scenes issues and problems will be
examined and questions answered. Fee is $5. For
more information call 645-3635.
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Cranbrook P.M. twice each year presents a series
of classes usually unavailable elsewhere in the
area. Proceeds go to Cranbrook and Kingswood
Schools' scholarship funds.

THERE’S ROOM
AT THE INN

A tnoughtful way to welcome’ vis-
itors or clients is a reservation at
the Kingsley Inn. We are necar all
business, sports, and educational
Centers in pnkland County.

Ringsley Jun

| -
Woodward and Lonjz Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills

644-1400

564-5144 |

0100 Telegraph N.oof 12 Mile i

Open Monday thru Sirurda i
sjor Credic €. |

Major Credit Car
Reservationps 612-157

i ereed i Cheess Croek et e
Lantonese & American Food
Japanass Steakhouse
> ® Exotic Cocktails ®
. 3315 Auburn Road ¢ oot iis g
Between Adams & Opdyke Rd. hllnrrn;::\-a
- Poned 273171 Cosec Moniay
NE .
SEAFOQOD
Com plete Whale Maine
Lobiter Dimner $11.93 o e ]
resh Flonuder Stuf fed -
with Crabmeat Dinner S11.25 UHS I

it pays to come eariy!
Qur speclal early evening

DINNER -
THEATERS

MACHUS - MR.
MAC'S STABLE.

Sip and S g GEORGIAN INN,

up

13 Mile & Gratior,

Among the Stars Rosexille: A Thons

Top off the evening with your favorite sand Clowns™ A

from the Top's new late night menu. smash they Nov. 1
NIbble onselect cheeses and fresh Fif's, & Suts.

fruit, sample hot seafood hors
d'oeuvres, $3Vor SUMPtUOUS straw-
berry shortcake: Ice cream drinks
and special coffees, too. Whata tasty
way to end the evening.

Tues-Thurs 10pm-1am
Frl-5at11:30pm-1am

WINE TASTERS.
Van Dyke hetween
17 & 18 Mile. Ster-
Tling Hes. "Play e
Again Sam” comedy
by Woody Allen.
thee Nov. 20, Sar.
only

Detroits Hotet ontchartrain
2Washington Bvd. -Oetrolt
9650200

For Reservations
or Info: call

. menu features values on
Boston Schrod with Crabmeat
Stuffing, Fried Fresh Boston
schrod, Brolled Beef Kabob,
chopped Steak with Sauteed
onlons, Charley's unique char-
grliled flsh, and selected
cholce from our dally fresh
catch!

All Sunset Special dinners
Include Charley's Chowder,
salad, Kot Bread, and your
cholce of vegetable.

From $5.75 to §9.75 per
dinner! You really get your
net’s worthi

Mon-Sat 5-6:30 p.m.
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ehame 's
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Fllwselfm the
Chuck Muer tradition

Amerjcan Express Honored
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 IDEAL HOME

288-0450

( what’s at the movies

AIRPLANE (PG). A picture that takes off. This spoof of all those “Air-
port” movies is one of the zaniest films around.
BRUBAKER (R). Serious drama with Robert Redford as reform warden
fighting corruption on state prison farm
DIVINE MADNESS (R). Energetic and electrifying Bette Midler in film
version of the Broadway show.
DRESSED TO KILL (R). Horny murder myslery with more than a pass-
ing resemblance to Hitcheock's “Psycho.
THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK (PG). “Shr Wars” sequel unites original
cast in continuation of battle against the evil empire.
‘THE GREAT SANTINK (PG.) Robert Duvall as Air Force pilot and domi:
nating father in strong story of family conflict and love.
IN GOD WE TRUST (PG). Marty Feldman In slapstick fable about inno-
cent monk 's initiation into worldly ways.
HOPSCOTCH (R). Chemistry of Matthau/Jackson -palring works
again, but we don't sce them together often enough in this balfway bu-
‘morous (first half) film.” *
_ OH, GOD! BOOK II (PG). Hemorous luw-key film about two teen-
nge boyl of different backgrounds wllo Join forces to put rlnwn school

ally.

ORDINARY PEOPLE (R). Roberi Redford's directorial debut is a
smash in this extrzordinarily well- -acted, moving film about a “perfect”

family trying to cope with a son's mental illness.

‘PRIVATE BENJA!&N [®) Golﬂle Hawn ]alns the ' n.rmy t escape
and find berself,

SOMEWHERE IN TIME (PG). Ramnnce with Chrmnpher Reeve and
Jane Seymour.

Young man falls In Jove with portralt of a beautifal woman and goes

back in time to find ber.

STARDUST MEMORIES (PG). Funny, sad film about what it's like to
be Woody Allen (Sandy Bates in this movie). Allen jolns ranks of direc.

tors who've made movies about themselves making movies.

MOVIE RATING GUIDE
G - General audience adinitted.
' PG Parental guidance suggested. AUl Bgas admmed B
Adult must person under 18.
X  Noone tinder 18 admitted.

GHRISTMAS |
PARTIES
car be fapr!

So this year it's your turn to make sure your
company's Christmas party is a joyeux noé!
affair! If you haven’t begun to think about
it yet, let us think about it for you. Let
us gift wrap your Christmas party.

We'll take care of all the details. Like
Santa Claus and the Christmas tree for
‘parties over 300. No group is too large
‘or too small.
Just call Canice Leston at 879-2100
and we'll go right to work on the
best Christmas party you ever had.
And you can take all the credit.

7’

NORTHFIELD HILTON
) 5500 Crooks Rd. at I-75-
y Troy, Michigan 48098
(313)879-2100

SHEGW

OCTOBER 20 thru 26

Over Thirty-tive exhibitors
throughout the Mall

Daily 10 AMto 9 PM
Sunday Noon to 5 PM

Northland

Greenfield at Eight Mile Road
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