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eavln Despite the gas crunch, most drivers
B continue to make the trip to work
N alone.

.. These efforts, and others like them in’
southeastern Michigan, are being coor-
dinated by the new RideMatch pro-

gram of the Southeast Michigan Coun-:
)

It also saves the driver money, she
said. The U.S. Department of Transpo-
ration recently estimated that switch.
Ing from driving to van pooling can

But would more drivers partici
in car pools and van pools if they had
the chance?

Recently, employees at 17 firms in
the Big Beaver Corridor in Troy were
asked that question in a survey by the
Oakland County Road Commission.
Close to 700 of the 7,000 employees sur-
veyed sald they were in

driving
to others

cilof 20G

The program has been in existence
six months. So far some 100 firms and
2,300 individuals have participated,
said Sandy Wigent, SEMCOG's
ridesharing technical coordinator,

UNDER THE program, SEMCOG

g

some form of ridesharing.

At a Rochester firm, Computer Peri-
pherals Inc., one-fourth of the employ-
ees said they would like to give
ridesharing a try.

In both cases, the employees are in
the process of setting up car pools and
van pools.”

becoming
popular
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TAKE ADVANTAGE of

this great opportunity:te /

enjoy the elegance of

mature shade trees.

3" - 4” DIAMETER - 1520 Ht.
Now ONLY $158
DELIVERED!

20 VARIETIES OF SHADE TREES

HUNDREDS OF PINE & SPRUCE

200 TO CHOOSE. ’FROH. ALL TREES GUARANTEED.

*Inquire regarding additional discounts:
wholesale, quantity, non-profit organizations,

1
and residents having had Dutch Elm. OPEN SUNDAY!

TREE SUPPLY &
TRANSPLANTING

icagff VISIT OUR 4 ACRE NURSERY

ele 528-0440

4210 ROCHESTER RD. » TROY » 1BLOCK N. of WATTLES [l
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Teaching Kids
Tt

-Sz‘aturd.ayv 8 Sunday
Is Our Business

855-1075

i

LY WU WL L

q l F 1‘ :

] . !

1 Whittier Towers
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,/ “For Gracious Ketirement
/ The'new management of the  Whittier Towers

. extends a personal invitation '

'
' to[ (]JOU.. ..

come visit us’at

415 Burna Drive

Mo featuses than you cun imugine,

more seusonable thin yous would expest’

-+ Pental Pates bagin at 5285 monthll
call' Lots Nair at—
{313 823-6470 or 822-gooo

supplies an
‘applications and helps set up rideshar-
ing organizational meetings for compa-
nies and groups of companies. SEM-
COG computers match potential pool-
mates for car pools and van pools.

“In a large sense, we're doing this for
the good of the community,” Ms.
‘Wigent said. “Ridesharing reduces gas
consumption, air pollution and traffic
congestion.”

savea from $250 to $1,000
year in gasoline and expenses.
Then, too, ridesharing also has its
\pleasant side benefits. Leaving the
driving to others gives plenty of oppor.

- tunity for “a lot of sleeping, a lot of

reading the paper and a lot of coffee-
drinking,” Ms. Wigent said,

But studies show that 70 percent of
drivers still make the trek to work solo.
One reason for that could be the driv-
ers’ reluctance to give up the independ-
ence and personal autonomy they have
when behind the wheel of their own

car.

“Definitely, [ think that's a big fac-
tor,” Ms. Wigent said. “That’s some-
thing we accordingly address when we
talk to big groups. Especially in the De-

Thursday, October 23, 1880

(Wb.T.SF) 11A

troit area, because the auto is so very

important here.” .

A DRAWBACK to;the use of compa-
ny-owned vans has been employer wor-
ries about the cost of the van and insur-
ance liability. James Barbaresso, Oak-
land Counfy Road Commission planner
in charge of the Big Beaver Road
project, said that project was first pro-
posed two years ago with the Kmart
Corp. as the only participant. Kmart
was selected for this test project be-
cause, with more than 3,000 employees,
it is the largest employes in the area.

“Kmart's basic fear was one com-
mon among most employers — admin-
istrative time and cost involved, and
also liability pr&?b]ems with company-

- owned vans,” Barbaresso said. “They

(Kmart) preferred to wait until some-
thing became available that better
suited their needs.”

. The breakthrough, Barbaresso said,”
came earlier this year with the inaugu- .
ration of RideMatch as well as the Mi-
chiVan statewide’ vanpooling program
formed by the Michigan Department of
Transportation. MichiVan, with vans.
provided by Chrysler Corp.'s Van Pool
Services Inc., covers the insurance li
bility as a third-party between the
company and the employees.

Since employees operate the van:
themselves (the driver rides for free, :
and gets use of the van on nights and
weekends), the company has little in
the way of administrativé costs. Ride- :
Mateh provided the applications and -
computer match-up to get the poolings !
started. :

The road commission expanded its
program to include not only Kmart but
17 other firms in the Big Beaver Road
area.

105.99 to 119.99
178.00 10 200.00
You'll recognize the pleats and oll
the delightful little touches in

our charming collection of printed

reg.

dresses with day into
evening flexibility. For

® Barher & Brauty Shop
® Attended Garage
® Optional Maid Service

<

® All apartments w/private bath

.. .and much mowe!

. A mintstry of Arssican Boptist Chusches of Michigan

® Registered Nurses
® Heated Pool
* Optional cMeal Plan
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Do hurry in, not every style.in every color and size,

Signature Savings

30%

and 40% of_i'

beautiful collections from our favorite dressmaker

174.99 to 258.99
250.00 10’ 380.00

From o designer famed for tucks,

pleats and other dressmoker
refinements, our exquisite
collection of dresses to odd
romance fo your days and
nights. For
sizes 4 fo 12.

*Find Signature Savings selections all over Lord & Taylor.

tord & Toylor, Fairlane—call 3i0-3100;
Lakeside —call 247.4500; Twelye Ooks—call 348-3400;
Briarwaod Mall—call 665:4500.
All open daily 10 to 9, Sunday 12 to 5.
Sale ends October 28




