) ) *

Was “_Sh'ake"Spear‘e the author?

. By ERIC COLIN PETERS

A no-nonsense lecture by John Prinz

was the offering at Southfield Public
Library’s second “Evening with Shake-
speare.” .
Prinz, assistant librarian at Wayne
State University, tackledl the’ problem
of Shakespeare authorship. He provid-
ed an amusing glimpse into that branch
of criticism which aims to prove that
Shakespeare could not or did not write
Shakespeare.

Among those Prinz took to task for
discrediting Shakespeare was Ralph
Tweedale, a patent attorney, whose
personal qollection of books on Elizabe-
than history was recently acquired by
the library.

A woman named Dehlia Bacon sup-
posedly started a trend in the mid-19th
century. She attempted to tie her
lineage to Francis Bacon and to prove
a stated thesis that ke was the true au-
thor of the plays, written anonymously
and given lo dtage manager William
Shakespeare for production.

In a frenzy she tried to dig up the
poet's grave and eventually died in-
sane, but a Baconian society was
formed and continues to draw mem-
bers today.

The Bacon “mystery”, or perhaps its
failure; fostered other theories and
brought forth still more candidates for
authorship. The list now excceds 200
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One problem with Marlowe is that he
died, stabbed in the eye in a fight over
a liquor bill, before about half of the
Shakespeare plays were written.

Typical of the fictionalizing liberties
that are taken. by alternativists, sup-
porters of Marlowe (who was a govern-
tment agent, a homosexual and a notori-
ous atheist) have him being secreted
out of England and a substitute killed
in his stead.

They say he spent the rest-of his life
abroad, $muggling his manuscripts
across the English Channel to Globe
stage manager William Shakespeare by
means of a homosexual lover.

The current favorite, said Prinz, is
oné Edward de Vere, chosen because
he knew several languages, was edu-
cated, and held a high position at court.
This gave him an insider’s knowledge
of power politics and propaganda.

He was well traveled and knew the
law. These are all qualities which ap-
pear In the plays, say the critics, and,
areas about which Shakespeare himself
could know very little or nothing.

ANSWERING these arguments,
Prinz said that Shakespeare’s father
was mayor (bailiff) of Stratford and
was thereby entitled to send his sons to
the local grammar school without tui-
tion.

review

came his patron, and to have learned
from that rich and influential circle of
intrigue and politics.

“Other than his genius and limited
book readings, though, how did Shake-
speare-do it all? I'll tell you how,” said
Prinz, “plagiarism.

“Plagiarism on a scale you've never
seen before, Shakespeare didn’t create
most of the plots, characters and dia-
logue himself. He adopted or lifted it
from the popular literature of the time.
He took it from history books, stories
and poems.” .

Prinz likened the explosion of the
Elizabethan theater fo the rise of the
silent films at the start of this century.
And he likened Shakespeare’s writing
to that of a screen writer who takes
other sources and turns them into an-
other medium.

Another of these New Baconians spo-
ken about the social mood of England,
court intrigue, cryptograms, parallel-
isms, Bacon's “New Atlantis” and other
topics. .

.To my mind there is no more celes-
tially inspired theory of authorship
than this: that the plays of Shake-

a famous playwright of the period. His
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Here's what you get.

NEW caramic tile 5 ft. ove
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NEW ceramic floor {up t0 25 sq. ft.) NEW
white tub, NEW toilet, NEW vanity and
sink, NEW Medicine cabinet — includes
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The Time To Plan Your Family's

Future Is Sooner Than You Think.

JOIN US AT OUR FREE
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At our free seminar, you'll learn how 1o ::
bulld the- financial assets that are SO
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aiso find .out how proper financial and ‘"
estate planning can protect your family-§
from steep estate taxes and unexpected
bills. As informative slide presentation will’

cover such topics as:
« Benefits of Financial Planning.
«» Tax-saving ideas.
« Wills and Estate Inventories.
« Forms of ownership.

«+ The effects of the Tax Reform Acts

of 1976 and 1978.
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Northwest UU member
named ‘Unsung Unitarian’

Lenore Upton Storer, long-time
member of Northwest Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church in Southfield, has been
named the 1980 Unsung Unitarian Uni-
versalist for the Michigan District.

The award was established by the
board of trustees in 1973 to affirm UUs
whose actions insipire, support and ex-
press Unitarian Universalism but who
are not generally eligible for recogni-
tion in the existing denominational
framework. .

For 14 years she was chairperson of
the public-relations committee and still
serves on it. Presently she is chairper-
son of the denominational affairs com-
mittee, a body she has been part of for
five years.

In addition to serving Northwest
Church, she has been on the Unitarian
Universalist District of Michigan board
for two years and is now a candidate
for vice president of the district.
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Macrame, Cane, Custom Laminates, .

locate special education services
available free through your local
public school. -

If you have a child or know a
child from birth through age
twenty-five with special needs, call
Project Find today.

. Spe'cial Hetp for Michigan's Special Children
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shades, laminated shades, custonf
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* Children:with vision, spéech or
hearing problems. .. mental,
physical, emotional or learning
impairments often need special
attention — special attention from
' special people.
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