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By JODY A.

‘The program touts the Troy Players
pmducunn of “The Bat” as a “mystery-
drama,” but the play can more honest-
Lybe peued as an unintentional come-

‘The Mary Roberts Rinehardt and
Avery Hopwood play opened Saturday
and continues at 8 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday at the Troy Commiunity Center.

“The Bat" concerns a group of peo-

ple who, for various reasons, arrive at

Cornelia Van Gorder’s vented house in

Tom Panzenhagen

4_
review

search of a Jarge sum of money S‘Llppos-
edly hidden there by the previous
owner, who is now deceased.

An elderly lady, Miss Van Gorder
(Wilma Nichols), has been recelving
threatening phone calls and notes
warnidg her to leave the house or face
the consequences. Miss Van Gorder’s
nervous, hysteria-ridden maid, Lizzie

(Cell Weibman), is convlnced the antag-
onist {s the “Bat” a notorious local
prowler and burglar. Detective Ander-
son is hired to protéct the household.

IN THE QUEST for the money, there -

is the inevitable murder, and the gener-
al consensus is that the culprit is the
infamous “Bat.”

What ensues is a sometimes funny,
sometimes confusing search to find the
money, the murderer and, consequent-
1y, the much sought-after “Bat”

‘Among the suspects are one Doctor
Wells (Stanley Fiol), Miss Van Gorder’s

niece (SMrley) Biggs), and her flance
(Rick

Cell Weikman turns in the best per-
formance as the jmery Lizzie. John
Barpard is competent as Reginald
Beresford, a rather dull lawyer who
comes to the house to investigate.

The other actors vary in ability from
fair to poor. Ther is much line-search-
ing in this play, grappling at cues that
nppearwbew lynnlnmmzrwm

A GREA’I' DEAL of lhe frouble lies
in Todd Curless’ direction. His players

are too dramatic, too serious. This is an
old story; what may have been effec-
tively dramatic at the time the play
:a‘:ed first performed now simply seems

If Curless had used allgmer hand,
had allowed his cast to overact to the
point of melodrama, much more humor
would have b-en derived from this ex-

aggeratlon than from the stiffness and -

mechanical actions which pervaded um
performance,

Technical irregularities abound.
There is a light switch that doubles as

hter touch with ‘The Bat’

an intra-house summons. The butler
bufries in to clean up a stain left by a
bloodless corpse. Non-existent soot is
put on Doctor Wells’ bag in order to
obtain a thumbprint.

The walls are literally paper-thin;
they undulate visibly almest every
time a door is closed, and people come
in out of a raging thunderstorm and -
aren't even wet.

Although this play is not without its
funny moments — there are , in fact,
many — too much of the humor comes
from mistakes.

second runs

“Sante Fe Trall” (1940), 2 p.m.
Wednesday on Ch, 62. Ongmaﬂy 110
minutes.

1t’s a little-known fact, but presiden-
tial contender Ronald Reagan has cam-
paigned for U.S. military superiority
ever since savags outnumbered white
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men 4-to-1 at the Battle of the Little
Bighorn in 1876.

Although Ronnie isn't quite old
enough to have witnessed the battle in
the creeping, ashen flesh, he did play

Gen. George Armstrong Custer in

“Sante Fe Trall,” a 1940 film directed
by Michael Curtiz. Helping put’ the
wagons In a circle are co-stars Errol
Flyon and Olivia De Havilland.

The battle scenes in “Sante Fe Trail”
are as close as Ron has ever come to
the smell of war. All of his fighting dur-
ing World War II, for example, was

done on Hollywood backlots and with_

former wife Jané Wyman, whom Rob-
ert Stack always forgets to mention in
those “biographical” Reagan for Presi-
dent commercials.

REAGAN MADE 54 films in a 27-

yea culminating_ with Don
Siegel' “The Killers” (1964) Two
years later, Ronnie was expressing
Support for the Equal Rights. Amend-

ment, signing into law pro-abortion °

bills and raising taxes astronomically
while cutting services as governor of
California.

Most of his films were of the hurry-
up variety. Before the war, he aver-
aged one picture every seven weeks for
five years. As Reagan has said, “They
didn't want them good, they wanted
them Tuesday.”

“SANTE'FE TRAIL” is one of the
better pictures ‘in which Ronald

Reagan appeared, but the film belongs
to the dashing Errol Flynn.

In sum, Ronnie’s two careers rank
with the likes of Guinn “Big Boy” Wil-
liams, Bruce Cabot, George Murphy
and Bozo the Clown. Ron Reagan truly
is a man for all seasons . . . if you hap-
pen to live in the Antarctic. ~
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pleasure at Chuck Maynes
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en 7 days a week
(1 br ck West of Crooks
2 Miles East of Downtown B'ham)
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DINNER THEATRE

) Jimmy Launce
* PROductions, Inc.

presents

Comedy
starring Simmy Launce
Performances:

of the Beefcarver,

FISH, FOWL &

ROAST BEEF,

NATURALLY
AT 20% SAVING

Eating out costs very little more than
eating at home, when you dine at Sign
naturally. Every
dish is baked or roasted, NEVER

Mon.
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. ane Veal D:shes + Steaks .

‘queen size °5%°
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ri-4 p.m.<7 p.m. Highballs, beer, wine !
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30325 W. Six Mlle » Livonia *
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Friday & Saturday
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Performances Available
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Lower Level Somerset Ma?

DINNER
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MACHUS - MR,
MAC'S STABLE,
*Parklane Towers.
Dearborn: “Luv™ Hit
Comedy thru Nov.
8, Fri. & Sat.

GEORGIAN INN,
13 Mile & Gratiot,
Roseville: A Thou-
sand Clowns”. A
smash thry Nov. 1

Fri. & Sat.

SOMETHING NEW

VICTORIA STATION

Gourmet
ame Hen Dinner

$595 Betore $695 Aner

Served with orange sauce. wild rice pilaf.
Belgian carrats. and soup or unlimited safad bar.

IT'S THE JUICIEST, MOST INCREDIBLY TENDER
GAME HEN YOU'VE EVER TASTED.
Highlight of the Paris Gourmet Show, the

Spanek Vertical Roaster makes our game hen
so moist and succulent that all it takes to carve
itis a simple push of the fork.

Separate Children's Mehu from $3.95 -

FRIED, to keep the natural goodness.

Real roast beef wllh natural au ]us
1 fish filet,
breast, and many other cooked-on-

Major credil cards and reservations weicome.
Banquet facities avaitable.

Cockta:l Specials Daily WINE TASTERS

Van Dyke berween
17 & 18 Mile, Ster- B
ling Hes. “Play It

i

) .IAPANESE STEAKHous?

For Reservations
or Info: call
288-0450

the-spot dishes, plus your favorite sal- 'AMERICAN FOOD Again Sam” comedy
ads, vegetable and dessert pleasures. by Woody Allen.
- ) . thru Nov.' 0. Sar.
A delicious meal is about $3.95 and only Southfield, 28565 Northwestern Highway, 357-4424

with the coupons below it's better Tray, 1475 West Big Beaver Road. 643-7260

than-ever value now.

RESTAURANT

Come in for iunch, dinner or snack
and taste why wise folks have enjoyed
The Beefcarver for nearly 25 years.
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‘N FRIES COUPONS!

... best Halloween treat
‘ontheblock. 10 f0‘,8100

AT S1X MILE « LIVONIA 4273171

AN EXCITING NEW MOVIE-GOING EXPERIENCE
— "8 tatumn to elegancet”

WEST BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP ON ORCHARD LAKE RD. SO. OF MAPLE (15 MILE) RD.
motion pietura thealras atiering the oplimum of show-
nces including huge screens, Oolby souad. comfortable
res of tree parking.
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1N TIME,"

wun Jane Seymour and
Christopher Plummer

AMERICANA AUTO SHOW

Come s meri e
of 1981--the Chrysler-Plymouth K-Car,

Each couponlsa70¢
value, redeemable

Thekigs’ treat is: they
getgood food instead

the Ford Escart, the Chavrolat X.Car, November1 throughr of candy. Your treatis:
on dinplay on our November30fora each coupon costs
. Through Saturday kid-pleasing Kiddle Justadimeorten
i Burgerand crispy foradollart
fries.
At participating
No carry-outs. Quality Food Since 1938 restaurants only.
S Y (3 ® - a .



