Exec candidates rehash county issues

in Ist televised debate

27*  ByTOMLONERGAN

‘The debate stage was familiar —
television cameras, bright studio lights
and two candidates in business suits

» standing behind tan-wood podiums.
o But the issues they discussed were
property taxes, -regional transporta-
tion, toxic waste and parks rather than
nuclear weapons, federal spending and
inflation. -

Televised debates have become char-
acteristic of presidential elections. But
last Wednesday evening, one hour of
WJIBK-TV air time featured two politi-
cians much closer to home ~— Oakland
County Executive Daniel T. Murphy, a
Republican; and his Democratic oppo-
nent, F. Thomas Lewand, a county
commissioner from Roya} Oak.

THE OCCASION was the first live
televised debate between executive
candidates since Oakland six years ago
became Michigan’s first county to be
managed this way.

The job carries a salary of more than
$60,000 ang control of 43 percent of a
county budget expected to be near
$96.3 million in1981.

While the TV debate, sponsored by
the Detroit Metropolitan Area League
of Women Voters, was a first, for cam-
paign followers it was pretty much a
re-run.

Murphy and Lewand met in two pre-
vious debates before the Troy and
North Oakland chambers of commerce.

Murphy, who initially refused to de-
bate Lewand on live television, said in
his closing statement that Lewand “is
trying to create an image of himself
and then sell you the image.”

“lI can't do that. I'm not a good

enough actor, and whenever someone °

Lria\ to package me, my sharp edges
poke right through the box.”

DURING THE previous 50 minutes
of questioning by a panel of four news-
men, some of Murphy's sharp edges
appeared.

Responding to a question regalrdingl
the number of women in the top ranks
of county government, Murphy said,
“I'm not ashamed of the. number of
‘women I have working on my staff.”

Among Murphy’s 11 department
heads and two deputy county execu-
tives are two women, including an off-
ice coordinator. Murphy added that “55
percent” of all county employees were
‘women.

Lewand called Murphy's appoint-
‘ment of women “a shame” and pledged
“fair and equal representation of wom-
en” in his administration.

Regarding a common complaint that
the county’s more populous southern
end receives more services than in the
north, Murphy's response was blunt:

F. THOMAS LEWAND
“They (the southern) have got most
of the population, so they get most of
the health nurses and sanitarians,” he
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said. “Because they've got most of the
population, they fill up most of the
jail”

WHILE LEWAND repeated his cam-
paign themes that Murphy has been
neither an efficient manager nor effec-
tive lobbyist for state and federal
funds, the first-term commissioner had
some changes for the TV cameras.

In the two previous debates, Lewand
said the proposed Tisch tax cut amend- |
ment would be “devastating” to county
government. Last week, he didn’t use !
the word “devastating” but said voters
could expect “great demand” on county
government if Tisch passed.

Previously, Lewand supported the
merger of the department of public
works, under the executive, with the
drain commissioner’s office. On that is-
sue, Murphy has been at odds with cur-
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Claim your share of the environment memories are made of on
Michigan's Grand Traverse Bay. Investigate Grand Traverse Village. Getin
on the ground floor of a magnificent new condominium complex centered
Dby the new Grand Traverse Hilton, situated on a new world-calibre golf
course. in the heart of a region unsurpassed for four-season recreational
variety. One, two and three bedroom units in a choice of specifications.
Year-round court sports, swimming, health club. dining. entertainment in the|

Hilton. Minutes from Traverse
-| City. Scheduled jet service. -
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'
Meet Michael Doulfon;
. .
see the unique
Royal Doulton
'
Library of
Character Jugs
ORI
Exhibition
Michael Doulion. fifth generation descendant
of the founder of the Doulton Company. is
hosting an elaborate exhibition at Northiand.
on October 25 through Cctober 31, of the
famous and popular hand-painted
Character and Toby Jugs. Among the 125,
valued at approximately a quarter of o
million doliars, are examples of some of
Royal Doulton’'s most famous and rare
masterpieces, all direct descendants of the
Staffordshire Toby Jugs of the 18th Century.
Here, we show three from our collection.
large Beefeater. $65. Coptain Ahab, $45.
Sairey Gamp, 27.95. In Hudson's Gifts
Meet Michael Doulton. Have him sign your
Doulton purchases; own a real keepsake.
Saturday. Oct. 25: with the exhibition at
Northland, 1 am. to1 pm., 2 pm. to § pam.
Sunday. Oct. 26: Eastland, ncon to 4 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 27: Northiand, noon to 230
p.m; Westland, 6:30 to 8:30 pm.

Tuesday. Oct. 28: Oakland, noon to 2:30 p.m.
Twelve Oaks, 6:30 to 8:30 pm.
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