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By MARY GNIEWEK

The Farmington School Board ap-
+ proved a §35 million budget for 1980-81
ha@ay betore an audience of one dis-
trict taxpayer. The new budget is a $4
million increase over last year's budg-
et -
" “Nobody came to ask for different
allocations,” said Michael Shpiece,
{rustee. - -~ .

“It (the budget) fepresents the blue-
print of where the district is going, and
residents showed very little interest.”

The lone taxpayer in attendance, Zan
Alley, co-owner of a Farmington Hills
home, was there as a representative of

: the Farmington Education Association.
She is executive director of the teach-"

. ersunion.

The school board adopted the budget
unanimously without having to field a
single taxpayer question or protest.

Property owaers in the district,
which covers Farmington, most of
Farmington Hills and a southern por-
tion of West Bloomfield Township, will
pay $30 million in sclicol taxes this
year.

Monday, October 2

The remainder of money will be
come from cullnty. state and federal
taxes..

Gas -prices, paying far new middle
school programs like intramural/inter-
scholastic sports,, and inflation have
driven costs up over last year. %

The- district reduced its tax rate
from 36.28 mills last year to the cur-
rent 33.53 levy. One mill is $1 in taxes
for each $1,000 of state equalized prop-
erty, valuation. ;Each- mill produced
$876,330 for the school district: Sub-
stantial new construction and soaring
property values have added $3.million
tothe tax base.

“THIS BUDGET IS ode of the best
we've had in a long time,” said William
Prisk, superintendent of finance.

, “There have been no cuts this year,
We've reinstalled field trips and made
some other small improvements.”

‘The biggest increase ($1 million) was .

allocated for capital needs like building
improvements.

“We have plant facilities worth more
than $60 million. We have to keep them
in good repair,” Shpiece said. .
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‘Nobody came to ask for different alloca-
tions. It (the budget) represents the blueprint
of where the district is going and residents
showed very little interest.’

—Trustee Michael Shpiece

Adding computers in middle schools
and high schools cost $100,000. Also,
the bilingual program is expanding this
year, with 250 Identifiable bilingual
students.

Staff salaries make up 85 percent of
the budget. More than 70 percent of

Farmington school teachers are at the *

top of the pay scale, earning salaries
ranging from $23,000 to $27,000. The
38 administrators earn $29,000 to
$40,000,

A reduction of 14 staff positions was
made in elementary and high schools,
most notably with the closing of High-
meadow Elementary School last June.
To balance that difference, 14 positions
were created in the middle schools,

She walks Intd the room with her
long skirts rustling and her face almost

* {hidden by a ruffled mobcap.

In one hand she carri€s a metal box
that is her {otwarmer. In.another, she

] ~When this 18th - cenhu'y "woman
‘{ speaks, the subjects range from polltics
{0 baking, for that's how Peg Harding
sees women 's contributions to hisfory.
speaks: through: the persona of
Ablnll Alhnp, wife.of the signer of
tion of Independence and
ucoud preddul of the UnlM States;
John'Adams.
YAblgall was UI! flrst lcmlnm ' sald
Mre. Harding, & Livonia resident whn

Wednogday, !
';-'“ﬂht 1o - higr- hlﬂbﬂd to
Lo fet husbiands become y-.

Abigail Adams, you sa’y’" Well, look again; In reali- different groups, telling
ty that is Peg Harding, who kas made the famous calls the first feminist. (Staff photo by Randy Borst)
historical figure come to life. Mrs. Harding visits *

Our flrst fem m;,st
Ablgall Adams comes alive

rants, If yuu let them, then women will
rebel.”

Educated by her l‘alher and grandfa-
ther; Mrs. Adams was-erudite enough
o offer advice to colontal leaders and
astute enough to phrue it to fit the sit-
uatlon~

Mrs. Hardifig likes to add that Mrs.
Adams knew how to coat her opinions
wl!h “a little honey.”

In addition to having first hand infor-
mation about events of the time, Mrs.
Adams .had :the extra advantage o(
belog a prolilic diarist at a time whe:

imoet womed and a substantial umonnt " ered.and pled  kigh oh her head. The

of men wore ll!lumla.

NUMERQUS separatlops from * kécp the elaborate rstyle [n place.
lurl:ulblnd | added impetus to hér writ. !
bo " Ing a5 dld the bellef that she was re- halrstyle remained untll alx months

“cording evonts for l\angonmuons.

the story of the woman she

She ‘even regarded her long separa-
tions from her husband as a contribu-
tion to the revolutionary movemet,
according to Mrs. Harding.

“They. might have had long separa-
tions but no historian has dug up any
dirt on them, yet,” sald Mrs. Harding.

Mrs. Harding’s program features
Mrs. Adams when she was in her mid-
30s and her husband has returned from
his post as commissioner to France.

As she entertains her sister, Mary,
she knocks off comments about the
fashions of the day, telling a story
about the time ahe had her halr powd-

process .was s0 expensive, she alept
wllh & log at tho back of her neck to

The tactle was succesaful and the

. (Contluued on Page, M)
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where teacher/pupil raties were low-
ered.

Another gifted program coordinator
was added for middle schools. Now
there are three staff persons for gifted
students in grades six-eight.

The budget leaves a fund-equity of
$1.7 million, which includes the value
of buses.

“Also, (the furid equity) provides a
cushion to protect against unexpected
contingencies,” Shpiece said. “It pro-
vides budget stabilization for the fu-
ture.

“We know these have been good
years. We re taking muney/for the bad
years."

36 Panes

Educatnon cost drlven up to $35 mllllon

! Farmington Public Schools
79-80 80-81

Local Revenues $26,218,298 $30,052,167
State Revenues $ 2575,699 $ 2,240407
Federal Revenues § 962856 S 878896
Other Goy't Revenues $ 1638865 § 2597130
Other Transactions § 55600

Total $31451,318  $35768,600

Cities brace for cuts
if Tisch gets voter nod

By Steve Barnaby :
Farmington editor

Farmington and Farmington Hilis
residents could lose library, senior citi-
zen and park services if the Tisch (Pro-
posa] D) amendment is approved Nov.

" Both cities' budge!s would have to be
cut by almost 20 percent, say the cities’
chief executives. Non-essential ser-
vices would be the victims.

““We've taken a look at Tisch and es.’
timate we would have to reduce reve-
nues by $404,000," says Farmington
City Manager Bob Deadman.

The city’s current budget is $2.7 mil-
Tion, $463,000 of which is supported by

Headlee
tax scare

As the day draws closer to when tax.
payers will vote on their state’s finan-
cial future, Farmington Hills insurance
executive Richard Headlee heightens
his campaign in support of the 'l‘xsr:h
Amendment (Proposal D).

In a recent speech at the University
of Detroit, he ‘made light of Governor
William Milliken's claim that the pro-
posal would require at least a 55 per-
cent reduction in state services.

“In my position as chairman of the
board of trustees of Oakland Universi-
ty, someone suggested last week that
the 60 percent ‘required budget cuts if
Tisch passes would include closing
‘Oakland University.’ I don't believe it
and neither should anyone else,”" he
said.

Hécently Headlee voted against a
majority ,OU board decision which
came out against the Tisch proposal.

2 teens hurt
in auto crash

‘Two teen-agers were injured in a

one-car mishap Monday night when
their auto smashed into the'front of a
building in Redford Township.
+ According to police, thedriver of the
car, Sheryl Dee Tender, 17, of Farm-
ington, and a passenger, Mark Galay, *
19, of Detroit, were taken to Botsford
Hospital in Farmington Hills. -

A hogpital ofticlal said both are in
stable condition.

* Witnesses told police they saw the
car 4t about 10:30 p.m. traveling west
on Grand River Road at a high speed,
The couple apparently were squab-
bling, sald police, because witnesses
uld the pnnenger was hitting the driv+

Accordlng to witnesses, the car rana
red trafflc signal at Seven Mile Road,
and about a half-mile further west on
Grand River, the drlver lost control of
the auto which amashed Into the front
of the State Wide A!umlmun bullding,
26550 Grand River.’

Pollee sald the coilislon reaulted in
extensive damage to both the car and
the bullding. No tickets were lasued,
sald police.

‘The unfaieness of Tisch is that I'm not sure
that people are sure of what will happen. In
fact, Tisch will cripple cities. That entity of

government closest to
pled the most.’

the people will be crip-

—City Mananger Bob Deadman

state shared revenues. At least 20 per-
cent of those state revenues would be
lost, which, says Deadman, is a con-
servative estimate.

But those three services studied for
cuts account for only $200,000. Anather

decries

tactics

Headlee is the namesake for the tax
limitation amendment adopted in 1978
by Michigan voters.

He criicized state spending habits,
noting that it has tripled in the last 10

* years, from $3.1 billion in 1970 to $9.7
billion today.

“The Governor and the state Legisla-
ture are as interested in getting waste-
ful state spending and excessive taxa-
tion under control in Michigan as the
Russians are in detente,” he said.

“A 60 PERCENT cut in our property
taxes becauge of Proposal D will result
-in less than a 14 percent obligation
from the State of Michigan to make up
the $1.7 billion difference to local units

-of government from the state’s $10 bil-
lion,” he continued.

‘Taxpayers, he noted, paid $3.5 billion
in 1978 property taxes; $3.9 billion in
1978; and $4.4 billion in 1980.

‘Taxes would have been even higher,

$200,000 would have to come out of es-
sential services — police, fire and pub-
lic services.

Farmington contributes $125,000 to
the library; $30,000 to senior citizen
recreation program; and $35,000 to
parks maintenance.

The city splits the cost of these ser-
vices with Farmington Hills.

Hills City Manager Larry Savage is
less specific about future cuts, byt says
at least $2 million will be slashed from
that city's $12.2 million budget. .

“IT'S OBVIOUS that any cutbacks
are going to mean persennel layoffs in
the less critical services,” says Savage.

“We would try to minimize any
layoffs in our emergency departments
and street operations. But even in those
areas there would be some layoffs. 1
don’t think they can escape.”

Savage is reluctant to be too specific,

he says, because “a number of things
are unclear in the amendment itself.”

Tax and legal experts say it is un-
clear whether the Tisch propesal would
eliminate most current tax exemptions
from the property tax — property
owned by municipalities, non-profit
housing groups, charitable and cultural
organizations, veterans groups, parks
and cemeteries,

Some pemmal property now exempt
also’ could be placed on the tax rolls,
depending on how the proposal is inter-
preted — motor vehicles owned by in-
dividuals or businesses, tools and dies
and business inventory.

A stickier problem, says Deadman, is
the two percent yearly limit on resi-

he said, but the Headlee
saved taxpayers $116 million since its

passage.
‘The Tisch tax cut would roll back.in-
creases in home, farm and business

. property taxes to 1978 levels, then cut
property taxes in half while requiring *

continued funding of local government
programs from taxes collected at the
state level.

dential and
which Tisch would impose.

“What that would do over a period of
time is reduces property tax to an inci-
dental expense,” said Deadman.

“IF INFLATION stays at ten per-
cent every year, something has to

give.”
(Continued on Page 4A)
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