Get a head start
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tober and November is reason enough
for fall glrdm]ng 1t I needed ariother
reason, it could be that whatever I get
done now in the garden gives me a
headstart on spring jobs.

But the main reason I love fall gar-

dening is that I prepare the liying
things to survive the winter. I have
more time to become sensitive to the
miracles.of growth and survival than I
do In the frenzy of spring planting.

The damp and receptive ground, the
frequent rains and the sunny days and
cool evenings assure every new bulb,
transplanted shrub or wildflower of a
good beginning. As I plant the tulip
bulbs, T sometimes spot the white, brit-
tle new roots or a trillium plant grow-

ingin dlegarden.

This sign of life beneath the surface
reassures me that tiext spring the: much
loved trilliums that disappeared  in
the ground in August will again fill my
woods with their stately beauty.

Besides bulb planting and transplant-
ing shrubs, there are other garden jobs
to be done now. Contrary to popular be-
lief, the latest research indicates that a
late fall dpplication of fertilizer can be
beneficial to the, lawn, trees and
shrubs. Although growth on the upper
portions of plants has stopped because
of the eold, the roots will remain active
for some time. Food is taken up and
stored in the roots for the Initial spring
flush of growth.

SPRING' ADDITTON of !eruuzer, no
matter how early, will only preduce re-
sults much later on. Most of the initial

-growth is from food stores over the

winter in the plant tissue.  *
Specialists of early spring bleoming

shrubs, such as azaleas hnd rhododen- .

dron, are now strongly recommending
a late October or November feeding.
Perhaps, the slngle most important
factor In preventing winter injury or
winter kill to established plants is suffi-
clml water in the soil when the first
real freeze occurs. Soil water acts asa
vital buffer to cold temperatures, so it
1s essential to water woody plants thor-
oughly at this time, Mualching shonldn't
be placed on plants until after the first
or second frost, as it will prevént the
water from reaching the roots.
Broad-leaved evergreens need fur-
ther protective measures so that the
sun won't cause and winter

on sprmg ]ObS

branches ln 'the ground and leanl.ng
them against the plant.
The témporarily planted evergreen
sereen locks attractive and stays green
the winter.

boughs dre available at the Farmer's
Market around Thanksgiving and there
really isn’t any need for protection be-
fore that time. You may get some
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PROTECTING ROSES is another
easy job that ensures a more exciting
spring. In our hardiness zone even the
most established roses need to be cov-
ered. ents conducted at Cor-
nell University under the ausplees .of
the Amerlcan Rose Soclety have shown
that low temperature is the chlel fac-

.tor in the lossof roses.

Mounding or hilling about eight to
fine inches of soil around the base of
the rose plant is considered the best
winter protective measure. Soil, even
though frozen, conducts heat from the
lower layers of warmer soil and keeps
the temperature above the killing

int.

After frost but before the ground
freezes, clean up the fallen rose leaves
and prune away the dead or damaged
canes to minimize next year's insect
and disease problems. Don't cut the
branches until spring.

Later in November or even early in
December, cover the soil mounds with
evergreen boughs or straw. Leaves can
be'used but they tend to hold too much
waterand they definitely should not be
used directly on the plants without the
soil mound beneth them. I like to use
some ground leaves as a mulch and
then cover them with a little additional
soil so that they won't blow away.

If your rose garden is very exposed,
evergreen boughs help to protect the
plants from the fierce
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bright'sun and cold winds in March.

Don't be in too much of a rush to cov-
er any shrub or plant with straw. If put
on too early, it encourages mice and
other rodents to move in and they will
chew on the Stems.

‘The last flower to bloom in my gar~
den is always the same one, an old-
fashioned single rose named “Betty
Prior.” This deep floribunda never
disappoints me. Each spring it comes
back with remarkable vigor and hardi-
ness and with only minimal summer
care it continually produces charming

burn of the foliage. Sunshields can be
made of burlap on frames, snow fence

. or reed mats, I prefer using evergreen

bough$ angd laying them on top of the
shrubs or else sticking the heavy

flowers.
“Through the coldest days of fall
“Betty Prior” always has one or two
clusters for me to cut and enjoy, as if

by this final display it promises that it

wit bléom again in spring.
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