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Acting with Malden thrills local actors

By ETHEL SIMMONS

Getting a chance to play roles in the
Karl Malden television film “Word of
‘Honor,"” shot in the Detroit area recent-
ly, was a challenge and a. thrill for

three performers represented by Tal-
ent Management Services of South-
field.
* In the second-floor offices of agent
Lynn Carroll, leadi

player who produced the CBS-TV film :

“Word of Honor.” Crane said Karras'
lawyer marveled,:"This is really hard
work,” when he"participated in the
filming.

A bank in Plymouth was used for the
bank setting; courtroom scenes were
shot in Royal Oak.

The moviemakers originally hoped
Birmingham would be the locale for
“Word of Honor,” but the Birmingham

Dan Crane, pixyish Chns Black ZeVan
and strong, sophisticated Joyce Feur-
ring recalled their work on the Georgi-
an Bay Productions film.

Brown-haired, blue-eyed Crane said
he was “cast against type" to play the
villain, Roger Clements, a town leader
and bank president who leads a secret
life. As the plot unfolds, Clements is
accused of rape and lewd conduct, af-
ter taking young girls to his cottage.

Karl Malden plays the newspaper re-
porter who gets a tip on Clements' ac-
tivitles, won't reveal his source to the
police when the case comes to trial,
and finds his own life andd his family's
destroyed in the process.

The reparter is held in contempt of
court and jailed during the proceed-
ings.

CRANE, WHO HAS worked in De-
troit, Chicago and Cleveland, moved to
New York in August. He was living in
Southfidld when he came to Detroit to
get a Ph.D. in theater at Wayue State
University in 1973.

The personable actor said he usually
plays a Midwestern All-American type,
although he has played the lead role in
“Dracula” three times.

In “Word of chor " Crane appears
as the bank prmlden! the “local Bert
Parks, emceeing a beauty pageant,” in
a scene filmed in Plymouth.

Because Crane had to return to New
_York shortly after his filming was com-
-pleted, he didn't get to see any of the
“rushes but, “the director (Mel Damski)

said the uences from the beauty
pag,e’ant looked absolutely phenome-

Crane said it's been 25 years since he
first stepped on a stage. Meeting Mal-
den, he was thrilled “to get to work
with someone who is that good.” The
two men had a lengthy scene together,
where the reporter applies for a loan

. _fmm the bank president.

“YOU CAN REALLY feel the energy
:'coming at you,” Crane declared, re-
- membering the scene. Crane also ap-

pears in several courtroom scenes.

Two lawyers in the courtroom scenes

are portrayed by an actress from New
York and the real-life lawyer of Alex
Karras, the ex-Detroit Lions football

i

City Ce ion refused to
film on city property.

Actress Joyce Feurring, who played
the mother of a young man who mar-
ries the reporter's daughiter in the film,
said that the wedding and réhearsal
was shot at St. Hugo of the Hills in
Bloomfield Hills. -

CHRIS ZeVAN, who has Broadway
musical credits in her past, is now a
dinner theater choreographer and also
teaches and acts; There-wasn't a part
for her in “Word pf Honor,” so she was
glad to work as an ‘extra,

Ms. ZeVan, an Oak Park resident,
appeared in the crowd in a scene shot
at Cranbrook Greek Theatre in Bloom-
field Hills. In the movie sequence she
was one of the audience members
watching the reporter’s daughter audi-
tion as a cellist for 2 scholarship.

1 didn't wanl to be the world’s old-
est.chorus girl,” Ms. ZeVan explained,
about, reorienting her career from
Broadway dancer-singer to actress.

She said of Malden, “These of us who
have been around a few years have
watched this man's craft. Working as
an extra, it's part of our craft. I spent
the day observing — and they feed you
lugeh!”

She described Malden as “a consum-
mate professinal.”

Low-voiced, malure Ms. Feurring
spoke of her impressions of Malden.
“He seemed very even tempered. He
was very humble.” She told Malden she
had “seen him on the tube in ‘Streetcar
Named Desire’ at 3 a.m. the night be-
fore. He seemed genuinely glad.”

MS. FEURRING also mentioned that
Malden passed along an acting tip he
had learned from James Cagney, that
when you look in the camera don't
blink, then use the blink as part of a
movement when you turn,

Ms. ZeVan said, “The actors were
talking about emoting.’ Malden said,
‘You don't act the emotion, you act the
intent.”” She was fascinated by “the
practicality of his craft.”

The opportunity for permrmers to
appear in movies being made in De-
troit and Michigan is ever-expanding.

“Georgian Bay Productions has
found out now there is a fantastic act-
ing: community in Detroit,” Ms. Feur-

" Chris Black ZeVnn worked as an extra in the CBS~TV movie.

i zlm views human body

-3 The National Geographlc: Society
film “Map: The Incredible Machine”

will -be at- 245 and 3:45 p.m.

‘Nov. 8 at'the’ Cranbrook Instifute of

8clence in Bloomfield Hills.

+,"The half-hour film tekes viewers on

208
hllollkldlmloutedin(hehmda
uandfeet. - .
e ‘Mln: The lna'edlble Machlne" is

paﬂviasaw.rdayﬂ!mpmgmmatthe
Institute, which offers natural history
and science films at no cost beyond
museum admission of $2.50 for adults,
$1.50 for students and senior citizens.

“Also mdndeci in Saturdsy museum

tions at 2, s.nndnopmudabm-
vawry lemonstrations betweenaw-lo

Sahlrday hours are 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
For more information, call 645-210.
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* ing World War IL

., ter going to Anjou and his

ring saxd She added, “Many of us don't
want to go through the horrors of New
York.”

Crane described how New York can
squeeze the juices out of you. “Detroit,
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh —
the so-called smaller markets Is a
great place to learn. A lot of people

make that tragic mistake of going
through that cider mill too soon.”

Ms. Feurring's many acting credxts
include Meadow Brook Theatre pro-
ductions and Detroit’s: Attic Theatre,
Four years ago she started training
clagses for professional actors at the
Screen Actors of Detroit Conservatory.

Dan Crane plays the villain in “Word of Honor.”

‘Georgian Bay Productions has Iound out
now there is a ic acting in
Detroit.”

~ Aclress Joyce Feurring

Joyce Feurring is cast as a mother of the bride.

dialogue
coached

When the musical “My
Strings” opens on the
Royal Oak Campus of
Oakland Community Col-
lege on Nov. 7, it will be
as authentic as the cast
and crew can make it.

The company has
turned to the talents of &
French conductor and di-
alogue coach during re-
hearsals. For Jean-
George Fleury of - Bir-
mingham, the experience
has been filled with rem-
iniscences.

“I came to American
when I was 12 with my
sister,” he said. “Neither
of us spoke English, so
they put us in the kinder-
garten.” Fleury has bit-
tersweet memories of his
childhood in France dur:

“We grew up in a town
outside” Paris, very
small,” he explained.
“My father was an accor-
dian player and liked to
insult the German troops
by playing the French
National Anthem.”

THE FAMILY was
split up, with Fleury’s sis-

‘mother emigrating to the
United States with a
brother. After the war, be
and his sister, Elizabeth,
came to the United
States.

“1 wasn't sure I'd ever
see Parls again, so I took
a tour of the Eiffel Tower
the day we left,” he re-
members. “I was right. I
haven't been back since.”

The cast for the Rich-
ard Rodgers’ musical has
had some interesting
problems with the show,
For one thing, several of
them who don't speak the
language have wnp in

French.

Fleury has'been tuch-
ing mem the words by
rote since August. To give
the native Americans the
image of Frenchmen,
Fleury and the director
have showed them travel
movles, slides, and as-
signed books for them to
read about Paris. “We
even cooked them a cou-
ple of French dinners af-
ter rehearsal,” he joked.
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WIN A GREAT HOME STEREO SYSTEM
AND A COMPLETE RECORD LIBRARY

WANTED

CAN YOU IDENTIFY THESE JAZZ PERSONALITIES? :

Listen to WJZZ 105.9 FM hourly for clues. When you have identified all the photos, send -
your answers to: JAZZ WANTED, 2994 E. Grand Blvd,, Detroit, Michigan 48202.

Ali correct entries received by mail as of noon fFriday, November 21, 1980 will be part of a random

drawing on Monday, November 24. There will be one winner of the home stereo system and record

library, plus 25 winners of 5 jazz albums each. You must include your name, address and telephone number.
All employees of Bell Broadcasting and thelr relatives and all employees of any record comp«rry and their relatives are Ineligible.
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