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immy Launce (right) is surrounded by Patricia Carozzo (left), Jack
" Grueke and Laura Levine-Niesen.
. |

STTTHE TOWN

STORE YOUR five foot ladder nicely B
behind a closet, door. A contrack hanger

installed near the top of the door will keep
ladder in place. Also. add a strip of scrap
wood at the bottom, for the ladder to rest

By ETHEL SIMMONS

Jimmy Launce, the radio personality
behind the Somerset Dinner Theatre,
heads the capable cast of four in Neil
Simon's “Chapter Two,” about mar-
riage, death and divorce.

Thjs time Simon has used events in
his own life to tell of George Schneider
(Jimmy Launce), a man uncomfortably
on his own after his beloved wife dies.

Hal Younglood directed the neat pro-
duction, which is presented Friday and
Saturday nights and at Wednesday
matinees in the lower-level auditorium
at Somerset

It's a comedy with more serious

. overjones than Simon’s earlier works.
‘This makes the play both less gag-rid-
den and more human, although the sec-

sze goes on comically for ‘Chapter Two’

e i

review

I.AUNCE HAS a good, resonant
voice and clear enunciation. His timing
is unhurried, and he assuredly presents
a once-confident guy at loose ends,
trying to get his life together again.

One half of the stage is Schneider’s
lower Central Park West apartment,
its bold style set by geometric artwork;
the other half is the apartment of Jen-

-nifer Malone (Patricia Carozzo) on

New York’s upper East Side. .

Ms. Carozzo deftly displays the senisi-
tivity and confusion of a recently di-
vorced, very attractive, intelligent
woman. She's a fine match for the lone-

ond act suffers from who
overanalyze themselves,

ly who phones
her and finds that they hit it off.

s brother Leo, (Jack
Gru_exa) and Faye Medwick (Laura
Levine-Niesen) also fence nicely in the
subplot. Leo’s both the matchmaker,
who leave Jennie’s phone number with
George, and the errant busband, who
makes a practice of making love to
willing, preferably unromantic women.
Faye, a wife disappointed with her
sex life, plots an affair with Leo but
gets turned off by his businesslike off-
hand approach fo their romance, as
well as his too-practiced sweet talk.

PLAYWRIGHT SIMON manages to
show the unhappy, disillusioned side of
marriage at the same time we aré
laughing at Faye and Leo's verbal
jousting.

Grueke and Ms. Levine-Niesen are at
their comic best in the seduction scene.
He's fast-talking and she’s tough-talk-

couples

ing but both are vulnerable.

* Launce and Ms. Carozzo make the
most of the first act routines where
they have animated, crazy telephone
conversations and pursue the love af-
fair that quickly turns into marriage.

In the second act, the fast marriage
turns sour, as the couple reassesses
their commitment. The plot turns seem
to come almost too abundantly, the
characters sorting out their true feel-
ings. This is the only area where the
action lags.

All the characters are well cast: The
still boyish-looking Launce, in his trim-
fitting suits and designer sweaters; the
soft-haired, pretty Ms. Carozzo; the
lanky, dark-haired, mustached Grueke;
and snappy, attractive Ms. Levige-
Niesen (who got a responsive hand
from the audience at curtain call.

For The Convenience
Of Our Customers

Is Now Open' Sunday
From 4:00 p.m. till 11:00 p.m.

28875 Franklin Road at Northwestern Southfield 358-3355
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Ty Coal
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| GARLOS MURPHY'S BRUNCH MENU
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BEEF STROGANOFF CHICKEN CORDON BLEU

SAGNA
The Abavs Includes Tossed Salad
or Cole Slaw, Roll & Butter

Over Buttered Nood!

.6.95
Henoerlomﬂel topped with pooched eags 695
5 i
. |ond Bocinina vagto on o wittin Served with )
Hresn fruit and hash brown pototoes
EGOSBENEDICT .. .......ccc00.. 5.45
| Canadion bocon and ogas
ogus. Topped wit 0. Sarved wath
fl6sh frut ond hash brown potatoes.
CHICKEN AND ARTICHOKE CREPES' E < 5.45]
= [Chickon, smomarod win chosso souce o i
& |@monds. Served with rice and fresh .
-- SPANISHOMELETTE . ............. 495
wdToe 6gg omele!!

green peppers. mushrooms, fomatoss ond onions.
ed'In G pio with Swiss Cheese and egg. Served with
4 ond fresh frut.
+ HUEVOSRANCHEROS ............. 4.50|
[Com tortia_covered with ratried beans, with o,
2 Jtd eggs and imofharad wih rancherd souce. Topped
+..Jwth soux cream 0, Sorved wih
2.2 FEhoics of hosh Brown patatoes of 19
.;_'IEWIANWAI}II...........
.3 thick, cisp, ffly woie with 0 whipped cream
uchevwlm Oom’edmme esh fruif in secson.

THE KGHT APPETITE (Quosts Under 12) . . . 2.75
Conoxdan bocon o hah biows
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Bamch Hours: # AM-3 RM.
* Prices subject fo change.
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SOMETHING NEW

AT VICTORIA STATION
[ N "

ame Hen Dinner

- $595(2) $G ()

Served with orange sauce, wild rice pilaf,
Belgian carrots, and soup or un!i[nited salad bar. *

TS THE JUICIEST, MOST INCREDIBLY TENDER
GAME HEN YOU'VE EVER TASTED!
Highlight of the Paris Gourmet Show, the

Spanek Vertical Roaster makes our game hen
so moist and succulent that sll it takes to carve.
itis a simple push of the fork.

Separate Children's Menu from $3.95° ‘
N !
Banquet !Acl?luauvnllabla. .

Southfleld, 28565 Northwestern Highway, 357-4424
Troy, 1475 Wast Big Beavsr Road, 643- 7260
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