Poor production harms myéiery

By RS.LEIDER

+ The stage set seems right out of Clue,
the board game.

Upon entering the Oakland Universi-
ty Studio Theatre In Varner Hall, one
might imagine the current offering
“Black Coffee” would be presented
{ith all the excitement usually served
up by the familiar Parker Bros. game.

Sadly, this Midwest premiere of Aga-
tha Christie's 1930 mystery-comedy is
as about as exeiting as a round of the
children’s game of Chutes and Ladders.
+ The seript is hardly arousing and not
the least bit mind tingling. Only mys-
tery of the entire evening is why was
this play chosen to be petformed, let
alone be the Theatre Arts Program's
entry in the American College Theatre
Festival. .

‘You may want to ask this question of
yourself as the play continues on se-
lected Thursday-Sunday blocks until
Dec. 7. The main reason for seeing it
would be to enjoy the performance of
Peter McBryan as fabled detective
Hercule Poirot.

McBRYAN ARRIVES on the scene
as Poirot just after the great inventor
and very unloved Sir Claud Amory is
found dead on his country estate. Amo-
ry’s coffee has been poisoned. There
are clearly more suspects than
muurners present.

~review

Poirot unravels the situation in less
than 24 hours. The emergy McBryan
brings to his rele is sorely lacking in
the rest of the cast. Only other bright
spot in the players is the solemn
“Lurch the butler” portrayal of
Tredwell, the butler who didn’t do it, by
Bob McCabe.

Trying to follow the inconsistent
English accents also is troublesome for
the production. Somewhere along the
line, the director should have sat down
the entire cast and given instructions
on which dialect ali the English-speak-
ing membersaretouse. .

The costumes are quite good repre-
sentations of the period. The only draw-
back here, however, is that the gar-
ments are dirty or spotted with make-
up. Yet, better that the makeup is ap-
plied to the costumes rather than the
actors. Never has there been a worse

application of makeup on the universi-
ty level.
The makeup bases are non-human’
colors, and the age lines are far too ob-
*vious and poorly placed even by begin-
ning Crayola standards.
THE SCENERY, set pleces, props
and lighting all are very respectable.

The audience is clearly inside the lLi- |

brary of a large old home 25 miles

from London. James'A. Hatfield and.

the student crew have done a superb
job.

The director, * Adeline Hirschfeld-
Medalia, has given the talented student
and faculty amateurs among the cast
very little to do. Their characters are
not fleshed out. They are not even car-
toon versions of Christie well-knowns

. atbest.

Ms. Hirschfeld- Medal.la seems ob-
-sessed with having characters who use
aspedﬁcchairmthecomsennhe
play to keep returning it to its precise
starting spot. The production is void of
clever bits of action. There are actually
mondents when ncthing is happening at
all.

The movement al characters uses
the playing area and plays to all sides
of the audience from the thrust stage
well, but the bottom line is that we are

- not entertained. We are not made to

laugh. We are not induced to grab at
our neighbor or cringe in our seats.

Moreover, there is’t even a'reason
to care about who really did the old in-
ventor in.
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BEFORE CARVING a turkey or ham let
the mest stand for twenty or thirty min.
utes. The meat will slice easier and thinner.
Looking for money to help with the meat
bill —read the Observer & Eccentric Classi-
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