. English professor at the local universi-
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Reahstzc touch adds to humor

By BARBARA MICHALS

Mid-life crises formm the comc back- | -,
bone of *Finishing Touches,” the Jean

review

Kerr romantic comedy currently of-
fered by St. Dunstan’s Guild of Cran-
brook. Convincing performances and a bume from couege with his live-in girl-
strong sense f truth-mark the produc-. {riend (Dawn Danl

tion. Acting upon Lhe advlce of a family

“Finishing Touches” concludm this friend (Garvin Bawden Jr.), Katy en-
weekend with performances at 9 pm. courages her husband to have an affair
Friday and Saturday at the St. Dun- . with his student and get his fantasies
stzn’s Guild Playhouse in Bloom.(ield out of his system. This is more than
Hills. ' Jeff bargained for.

‘The domestic comedy unfolds with a le-Bennett does an outstanding
rather typical American family sitting job of capturing Katy’s heartache and
around the breakfast table talking at confusion as she struggles to maintain
each other but not communiczﬁng, her outward calm. Her frequent solilo-

Husband Jeff (Weston Meyers) is an  quies provide some amusing insights
into her own frustrations and fantasies.
ty who suddenly finds himself restless Weston Meyer is equally convincing as
and confused because of recurrent fan-  the restless husband, beset by such do-
tasies about a sweet young !h!ng inhis mesdc irritations as cups and-saucers
poetry serninar. that don't match, household items fre-
quently left ‘Where they ought not to be

WHEN HE CONFIDES in his wife and the nerve-wracking thumps of his
Katy (Maggie Bennett), she feels as if son’s basketball.
her secure world has been enbyan ’  John Shirk is agreeable as oldest son
earthquake. Further tremors occur Steve, the Harvard senior who admits
‘when her oldest son (John Shirk) comes  to his mother that he has given up

g in exchange for the New
' Moramy

BRAD SC(H'I‘ and Pat Brooks are
pleasing as the younger children, high
school senior Kevin and 11-year-old
Hughle. who add their share to the do-

h'ed, the family friend who is him-
. self the veteran of many unsuccessful
marriages, is played by Bawden with
delightful cynicism. Both Bawden and
Meyer appear older than the dialogue
specifies, a small detail that director
Felicia Nowak Shirk might easily have
amended in the script.

Dawn Daniels’ precise euunc:a n
makes her believable as Felicia,
Steve's actress girlfriend. A personable
girl whom most of the family take to
immediately, Felicia turns out to be
more of a threat to family unity than
Jeff's poetry student.

“As Elsie, the object of Jeff's yearn-
ings, Barbara Cliff is engagingly sweet

and whnlaome, far from the “femme
fatale” Katy feared,

“Finishing Touches” is filled with
choice comedy lines, but its greatest
strength lies in the ordinariness of ifs
characters and their recognizable di-
lemmas. The fine St. Dunstan’s cast
provides firm support for the play’s do-
mestie realism.

AS ALWAYS, St. Dunstan’s provides *

a handsome, realistic set for its produc-
tion. Saturday night's performance was
marred only by difficulties with light-
ing cues. Also, it would be preferable
not to let actors sit on the floor of the
stage as St. Dunstan’s seats are not set
on a slope and thus vision becomes a
problem.

“Finishing Touches” is produced by
Ellen Gascoigne and Mary Ann Wilson,
with Debbie Cragin assisting director
Shirk. With two intermissidns the show
runs a bit long, but it's pleasantly en-
tertaining throughout. .

YWCA schedules international dinner

The foods of Spain, Greece, Sweden
and the United States will be featured
at the World Mutual Benefit Interna-
tional Dinner Saturday at the Oakland

Branch YWCA, 839 S. Crooks at Nor-
mandy. -

Tickets are $2,50 for children age’12 *

and under and $5 for adults.
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RE-ELECT LYNN D: ALLEN ;

YOUR;OAKLAND COUNT CLERK
"AND REGISTER OF DEEDS
Tt

e Poniac 1358

HEEAE
E
§.

+ Past Chalrman,
Gommisaton Fretident Michigan Coonty
.+ Clarks (1975-1978)
* Baveloped first “ONLINE™ Computeized
. u:n ot operstion in the Uniled
o
iy siected offcaln the Urited Sates
National Land Study

asked o servs on the
Commission

We Need Your Continued Support

Re-Eléct LYNN D. ALLEN

OAKLAND CdeTY CLERK AND REGISTER OF DEEDS
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UPIOHN
HEALTHCARE
SERVICES ™

Dearborn
277-2060 .

Bloomfield
Hills

8427600

Experienced NURSE ASSISTANTS and
HOME HEALTH AIDES are some of
our most valued employees at Upjohn
Health Care Services. Their special train-
ing and abilities help us to accomplishone
of our most important goals: to offer the
private duty care that will allow people
the chance to convalesce where they're
happiest and most secure — in their own
homes. They assist with light housekeep-
ing, like making meals, washing dishes,
doing the laundry,

‘They do the kinds of things the aged orill

can no longer do for themselves.

NURSE ASSISTANTS and HOME
HEALTH AIDES have two strong qualifi-
cations, " ones that can’t be taught:
concern for others and the ability to help
them in times of need.

If you like what you've heard orif you feel
you need more information, please call
Upjohn Health Care Services. N

Thank you for your interest m us,

Formerly HOMEMAKERS UPJOHN
‘The name you know you can trust,
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Since 1974, when Dan Murphy was first elected
as our County Executive, he has encouraged and
developed a climate for business growth and
expansion. A climate which provided Oakland
County with over 4,000 new businesses and
64,000 new jobs. Most recently Dan spearheaded
the drive to attract the new General Motors plant
to Oakland County. A drive resulting in 6,000
jobs for our workers. Dan Murphy has delivered
these results through leadership proven
leadership.

Re-elect

Oakland County Executive

~ Dan Murphy

ubhcan

“Preferred and Well Qualified” — Civic Searchlight’s Highest Rafidg

: . L
Palg for by the Re-Elect Dan Murphy Committee, 2375 Garland, Pontiac 48053
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