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Small bus strike strands 1,200

A month-long strike continues to

in Oakland and Wayne counties,

An estimated 1,200 daily users of the
keep some small buses off the streets Oakland and Wayne Advanced Reser-
vation Transit Systems are affected by

Stats show

Drunken driving by drivers aged
18, 19 or 20 decreased significantly
in Michigan after the legal drinking
age was raised from 18 to 21 in De-
cember 1978.

The finding is one result of a cur-
rent University of Michigan study of
1978 and 1979 breath test reports
furnished the U-M Highway Satety
Research Institue (HSRI) for analy-

“ses. The data included the breath
test results and age-of the drivers
arrested and tested by police.

The study, sponsored by the Off-
ice of Highway Safety planning, De-
partment of State Police, is being
conducted by Lyle D. Filkins, re-
search scientist at HSRL

“Compared to 1978," says Filkins,
“the numbers of 18- to 20-year-old
drivers who were arrested and test-
ed for drunk driving during 1979 de-
creased significantly. For 18-year-
olds, the decrease was 5 percent.
For 19-year-olds, it was 9.2 percent.
For 20-year-olds, it was 5.4 percent.

“This is in sharp contrast to in-
creased numbers of arrests and
tests during 1979 of drivers in all
other age groups — a 21 percent in-

decrease

18-20 drunk driving

crease over the total for 1978. The
increase for drivers aged 21 to 23
was 22.4 percent.”

In the absence of any evidence of
bias in police enforcement practices
favering. 18- to-20-year-olds, said
Filkins, the study findings “clearly
indicate that the raising of the legal
drinking age to 21, effective in 1979,
has decreased the numbers of under
age-21 drivers who are driving un-
der the influence of alcohol.”

The total number of breath tests
given all 18- to-20-year-old drivers
in Michigan in 1978 was 3,961. In
1979 this total was 3,699. The total
for drivers of all other ages in Mich-
igan in 1978 was 22,884. In 1979 this
total was 27,700.

In 1979, according to HSRI, the
average blood alcohol content for
tested drivers 18 to 20 years old was
147 percent, It was .175 percent for

* drivers of all other ages.

Under Michigan law, drivers with
a blood alcohol content above .070
percent are presumed to be driving
whilz impaired by alcohol, says Fil-
kins. .

the walkout, which began Oct. 3.

Users are primarily elderly and .

handicapped.

The strike is against Transit Man-
agement Inc., which operates the small
bus service under contract with the

Michigan Ti it
Authority (SEMTA).

The strike, by 105 drivers and clerks
represented by Teamsters Local 247,
has not affected SEMTA’s Dial-A-Ride
service in several Qakland County
communities, including Birmingham.

Likewise, Nankin Transportation
Commission service in Westland, Gar-
den City and Canton Township is not
affected. Redford Township’s Dial-A-
Ride is alsostill in service,

SPOKESMAN FOR both sides said
last week little progress has been made
in bargaining since the strike began.
Both federal and state mediators have
been participating in negotiations.

“We're still a long way apart on quite
a few issues,” said David Schuler,
Teamsters negotiator. “The company
has made us two offers, but they say
they haven't made a final offer. I don’t
know what the hell the hold-up is.”

Ron Barnes, general manager of

‘Transit Management of Wayne and
Oakland County, said the company has
offered thé drivers and clerks $5.25 an
hour, a 14-cent increase over the cur-
rent hourly rate. .

Because the strikers had worked 47
hours a week, the equivalent hourly
wage was $5.11 an hour, Barnes said.
He said the $5.25 offer was based on a
40-hour week. .

The Teamsters reportedly were °

seeking a $4 hourly increase for the
clerks and drivers. Barnes said the un-
ion has reduced the demand to a $3.75
hourly increase.

THE NEXT bargaining session is
scheduled for Friday. Barnes said he
was waiting for the union to make a

ffer. Transit
which also operates small hus systems
in other areas of the country, was
awarded the OCART and WAYCART
system contracts this surnmer.

‘The Teamsters local won a bargain-
ing representation election among the
system’s clerks and drivers in July.

Other issues apparently unresolved
include health insurance benefits and
contract language covering working
conditions.
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BEFORE CARVING a turkey or ham let
the meat stand for twenty or thirty min-
utes. The meat will slice easier and thinner.
Looking for money to help with the meat
bill ~read the Observer & Eccentric Classi-

- VICTANNY:
Compare our facilities-
discover our advantages.

The only
Bloomfield-
Birmingham area

health & racquet club -

offering
dual facilities
7 days a week!

The vigorous activity
of fast-paced racqiet-
ball is great on our
professionally

£ N

Professional ..
.racquetball

oy DB | aerobic exercise
game of racquetball. Classes

Enjoy aerobic dance or ballet exercise
classes led by professional instructors.
You'll have fun toning up while you

Steam,sauna”
and whirlpool facilities

Choose among three ways to relax: the sauna,

We offer the newest
-and finest exercise
equipment available.

Vic Tanny

is the perfect place

to get in shape
for summer.

designed courts. participate., with dry heat in natural redwood surroundings
Q‘ .the warmth of our steamroom...or the whirlpool.
U =\ Men’s and women’s Olympic-size indoor Banked,
\ 7N dual exercise swimming pool indoor
‘ <areas Swimming builds endurance and tones | JOZEING track
Getinshape with muscles at the same time. Take a few Keep in shape b
© ":Jiu?fsesic;al invigorating lengths in our pool. You'll mfrﬂr“gznampjrszem“y

equipment in gyms

be able to enjoy it year round.

for men & women. i Whether you'rea
Tone up with our novice or an experienced
fast, effective . runner, you'llenjoy
progressive .| our jogging track.
resistance
exercise.

year alone!

designed jogging track.

2years for the price of the first

Join America’s biggest and best health club chain now and get 2 years of regular Executive Club
membership for the price of the first year alone. Remember, no other health club offers all the

facilities of Vic Tanny for.men and women, seven days a week.
Men...Women Call Now!

'VIC TANNY BLOOMFIELD EXECUTIVE
- HEALTH & RACQUET CLUB
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Pick a winner! Choose a
Helene Curtis perm and

save $10!

“Vote™ fur your faverite, You cant

popular choree
...now in our

beauty salon. W

Clemens Ann Arbor
512000 9712750

Livonia  Southfield
358-1200

Pont
682.3940

Warren i
751-7500 4271600

I CAN HELP
YOU

with
Weight loss and control,breaking
the smoking habit,overcome prob—
lems,i.e.,pain,drugs,stress and
alcoholism,phobids.

ELAINE
KISSEL

N Hypnotherapist
569-7121

$15 OFF

Group sessions with this ad
through December

WINTER WHALDEN
SKI CLUB

Teaching Kids
...t |

~Séturday 8 Sundéy
Is Our Business

855-1075
LU WL WL W

TO CELEBRATE THE 1st ANNIVERSARY OF QUR
15,000 SQUARE FOOT SHOWROOM WE HAVE
REDUCED ALL FURNITURE &

ACCESSORIES 20%-70%.

50

5398

$360
397

Opea Moade, (hew Satucday 990 10501

$520

Everything for the home and office on sale including all tables, lamps,
pictures and sofas.

VISIT OUR SPECIAL BARGAIN AREA: A WAREHOUSE FULL OF
USED SHOWROOM SAMPLES, MISTAKES & FREIGHT DAMAGES.
SAVINGS OF 60%-90%.

FOR ALL YOUR OFFICE NEEDS AND WOSE
OFFKE SURNITURE SYSTEMS  SPACE
PLANNING - INTERIOR DESIGN

s

THE
OPFPICE
RESOURCE

30775 Stephenson Hwy.
Madison Heights

6420 Telegraph Rd.-at Maple Rd. 855-2300

DIAL 569-27I10



