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You can break
the barriers
and see afresh

1 often ask students in my photography classes
the two most important things in photography. In- *
variably their answers are such things as camera,
film, light and so on. But do you know what they
really are?

The first is you, and the second is your subject.

Then what really is a photograph? It's a visual
expression of the relationship between you and your
subject. .

How do you maximize this realtionship and build
a good partnership between the two of you? The
answer is to break down the barriers of seeing.

THE BIGGEST barrier to seeing is preoccupa-
tion with yourself. As long as you're worried about
your job, kids or responsibilities, you're up against a
barrier. Learning to let go and relax is essential to
eliminating one barrier to seeing.

As long as other things concern you, you're un-
likely either to make good photographs or to enjoy
the experiences of photography to the fullest. When
you let go, you'll be able to lose yourself in a world
of glittering colors. You'll be able to experience
yourself in what you see.

A second major barrier to seeing is not seeing
past the names of the familiar. The famous painter
Monet said that in order to truly “see,” we must
forget the name of the thing we are looking at.

For example: If you look at a leaf and merely
say, “Yes, this is a leaf,” you'll never see past the
familiar lable of its name. But when you start see-
ing the leaf for what it truly is, new dimensions will
open up for you.

A close inspection of that leaf will reveal shapes,
textures, shades of color and other hidden beauty
you may not have known were there.

Observering the subtle transition of leaves from
summer green to magical fall colors dancing in the
winds will open up new worlds of seeing for you. It's
easy to learn the labels on botles, but how many
people really taste the wine?

LEARN ALSO to recognize the value of the fa-
miliar. Sit in your home and really start looking,
and I'll guarantee you'll see things you never knew
were there.

For instance, did you ever notice the sparkling
reflection in the glass vase on the mantel, or reaily
see the evening light forming patterns as it spills
across the carpet?

How aboou the shadows formed by your backyard
fence or the morning sun causing the limbs of your
maple tree to glisten against the blue sky?

Yes, a photographer who wants to “see” must
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of color and other hidden beauty that only you can
see. (Photo by Monte Nagler)

recognize and appreciate the value of the familiar.

To produce the best possible photographs, you
must learn to break through the barriers of seeing.
Become emotionally involved with your subject.
Recognize that you and your subject are the two
most important things in your photography. *

* 1980 by Monte Nagler.
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Two of our favorites (and
for very good reason) are
our 100% Shetland Crew
and Lambswool V-Neck.
Both offer exceptional
quality—detailing is one;
clean classic styling is
another. And when it
comes to colors—you’ll be
impressed.

Try our two classics, we’re
convinced they’ll become
your favorites.
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Abignew idea for 3
small dining spaces.

A small apartment for two? A gracious, but {f
tough, table for the corner of your country
kitchen? A pretty party table that expands
for six? Whatever your needs may be,
Dinamics | may be the answer.

Dinamics | fits most anywhere. Beautifully.
In your dining room with the fuxury look of
fine furniture you've lsamed to appreciate,
or as.the center point of that second dining
area that you use so much. After all, Dinam-
ics 1is made by Stanley, yet you'll find that
Dinamics 1 s also beautifully affordable.

There's more, like a choice between a mellow woodtone
i finish, or elegent antigue white, but better come and see wh,
wa're enthused, Now we have the answers for today's small
space decorating problems.
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Why seniors
drop out

1t didn't make sense. Every time I participated in a
discussion on the tax proposals on the Nov. 4 ballot, the
majority of those over. age 62 favored the provisions ex-
emting themselves from paying school taxes.

Why? Why did some persons over 62 believe it import-
ant to support schools while others wanted to be exempt-
qd? -

Soon there were other questions: What was the
of their desire to be released from public responsi
1f people over 62 did not want to support schools, would
people under 62 want to be excluded from supporting
Social Security?

THEN I SAW a Christmas toy catalog, and the whole
issue came into focus.

The toys in this catalog were not the kinds of toys I had
known in childhood. There were few baseball, bat and
glove sets, basketballs, Chinese checker sets, playing
cards . . . and [ still remember the time they advertised
a road building set, complete with bulldozer, road grader,
dirt loader and dump truck.

1f I wanted to use them, I would have to join with my
brothers and sisters or friends, or ask my parents to be
the “other team.”

I can also remember envying my friends who had
grandparents they could ask to join them in their games.

THE TOYS [ saw in this year's catalog were all indi-
vidual toys. All you need are batteries and a corner where
you can sit and play by yourself.

I'm not going to pretend the toys of my childhood were
perfect and today’s are not. I have a scar where one of the

~  bulldozers hit me when the road crew had a disagreement

one day. And I can remember a good number of games
where grandparents, parents, uncles and aunts kept score
(what do you do when a ball is hit into a gutter and won't
come out?).

But one thing was sure: you couldn't play with the old
toys by yourself. !

‘What does that have to do with persons over 62 wanting
to be exempt from paying school taxes. Perhaps nothing;
perhaps everything,

If the children and young people of today follow an
“independent” life style; if there is not opportunity for
Grandma and Grandpa or Uncle John or Aunt Bertha to
be a part of game and dreams; if all a young person needs
from someone over age 62 is money to buy another toy or
batteries — then the disenchantment with school taxes is
not hard to understand.

Now where can I get a good Chinese checker set for my
nieces and nephews?
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