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" New car sales at snail’s pacé

By BILL CASPER

It's no exaggeration that the future
of the US. auto industry depends on
how well the American public responds
to the-1981 models of small, fuel-effi-
cient cars now being jntroduced with
great fanfare across the nation.

But while the majority of local new-
car dealers are reporting a modest tur-
naround in new car sales early this
year compared to a disastrous 1980,
sales remain slow.

Sales have failed to get anywhere
near previous sales levels during the
annual introductory period.

As for the American car consumers
interviewed in various showrooms, the
few who can afford to are buying mid-
size models, with few looking at full-
size cars.

THOSE OF lesser financial means
are complaining about the high cost of
even the most inexpensive lines.

The interviews also indicated that
nearly all the potential buyers are con-
cerned about the mileage they will get
in whatever car they are buying.

“[ think the prices are scaring every-
one away,” said David Harb of Redford
Township. “I'm laid off right now and
I’m not in the market to buy, but I am
doing some pricing of the economy
cars. I'll stick with the American cars
because I'm not convinced the quality

of forelgn models is better, and servic-
ing my car also is an important consid-
eration.” N .
Another potential customer perusing
sticker prices was not happy with what
he saw.
“I'm looking for a car that’s within

‘my price range, but I haven't found cne

yet,” he said. “I think the new economy
cars should be selling for $3,500 to
$4,500, and I think they're all too high
in price.”

ON THE OTHER hand, Carolyn Mil-
ler of Dearborn said, “I don’t think that
prices are out of bounds. I want a fun
car this time, and I'm looking for a car
with a sporty style like a Mustang or

-Granada.”

“I'm doing some pricing of the econo-
my cars and I'm going to stick to the
American ‘models, if for no other rea-
son than a ‘sense of patriotism,” said
William Radloff of Detroit. “I think the
foreign cars are more fuel-efficient at
this stage because they've been build-
ing their cars that way for a longer
time than the American auto makers.

“But I think the American auto mak-
ers have every bit as much knowhow as
their foreign counterparts, and given
the time to turn the technology around,
I think the American cars will be able
to compete with the foreign models.”

Oddly enough, the consumer con-
cerns about the high prices of the 1981

cars are shared by Jerry Parrish, pres-
ident of the Coon Brothers American
Motors dealership on Plymouth just
east of Telegraph in Redford.

“The prices of new cars are almost
getting out of the range of the working
man,” Parrish said.

But he placed the blame on the work-
ing man, who demands more money
through union representation and be-
comes locked in a vicious cycle of hav-
ing to face higher prices for the goods
he buys.

PARRISH SAID he is feeling the af-
fects of the vicious cycle, noting that
the sales of 1981 models are running
about 15 percent behind sales figures at
the same time last year for the 1980
cars.
In fact, he said he is selling more
1980 models now because of the high
price of the new cars.

“Our sales have been spread over the
least costly to the luxury cars,” Parrish
said. “There doesn't seem to by any
chyme or reason to the buying of new
.cars. If people have the money, they
spend it.”

Parrish noted, however, that the
mid-size Concord and economy Spirit
are his bread-and-butter cars.

He was the only auto dealer who re-
ported a decline in sales among the
four interviewed, each representing the
four major U.S. auto makers.

LARRY ROSS, general sales mana-
ger for George Matick Chevrolet in
Redford, said his sales are ahead of

last year with the customers buying a_

variety of car makes — except the full-
size autos. -

He said the economical Chevette and
mid-size Malibu are the early best
sellers, but he added that there are not
as many shoppers in the showrooms as
there should be.

“I think the people are waiting for
something like jobs or the presidential
election,” Parrish said. “I'm optimistic
and I expect sales may pick up around
March.”

Lou Stanford, at Pat Milliken Ford in
Redford, said sales are up about 50 per-
cent above last year, which he called
the worst introductory peiiod in the
last 11 years. He said the Escort, his
best seller, is primarily responsible for
this year’s early sales increase.

Other Pat Milliken salesmen said
there are not enough people buying the
other car makes, and overall sales are
not what they should be.

“IT'S GOING to be a long, cold win-
ter,” said one salesman.

However, Stanford said he too be-
lieves there will be a gradual upswing
in sales as “companies begin hiring
back laid-off employees. .
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Mary Acosta of Bloomfield Hills checks out the AMC Eagle at an
area dealership. (Photo by Bill Bresler)

Rochester at 1449 N. Roch. Rd.

(" Smilev Brothers B |

A TRUSTED NAME IN MUSIC

The finest keyboard products avaitable!
@ Baldwis pizaes & orgars @ Yousg Chang grands &
comsoles

@ Hammond & Alles Reeriei (W8
ans ° irpsichords
. mmml’hmln ® Select wsed instrameants
“memory” piasos
Ve & Forg, 278-1324

. 852-0253
\_ Birmingham at 1010 N. Hunter, ML 7-1177. J

You are
invited
toa
free public

CHRISTIAN
SCIENCE
LECTURE
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DETROIT, MICHIGAN
EVERYONE IS WELCOME

“DO YOU NEED A CHANGE OF HEART?”
" ADA P. MONDINO, C.S.

of Montevideo, Uruguay
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FOURTH CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
24400 WEST SEVEN MILE ROAD
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b

id,

Sterling Silver Flatware
in virtually new condition
at 1/3 retail price.

Example - Sir Christopher by Wallace
A fork retails for $166.00
OUR PRICE $55.00

"PATTERNS AVAILABLE:
Gorham - Chantilly,
Towle - King Richard. El Grandee
Wallace - Rose Pointe, i Christopher
Kitk & Son - Old Margland (Engraved)

International - Prelude. Royal Danish, George Jensen

ALSO AVAILABLE: Napkin Rings
Souvenir Spoons
Sugar & Ice Tongs
Salt & Pepper Shakers
Demitasse Spoons

9, 1393 South Woodward Avenue
(Just south of Lincoln)

Birmingham * 644-8565

King Edward

Silver, Rare Cains, Inc.

Reed & Barton - Francis L. Florentine Lace
Oneida - Michelangelo

Lont -

Gorham - Classic Bouquer. Sovereign
Tiffany & Co. - Fox Head

Eloguence

CUSTOM
WOVEN WOO0DS
CONCORD, WESCO
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on Fabrics N
«Styling with imagination
«Sensible prices
+Decorator fabrics
«Fine warkmanship
«Direct mill buying

*All previous orders exciuded
No Freight - no Handling Charges

We want you to

HORIZONTAL 1 BLINDS
10 Decoreter Coors

come home with us fo

OFF ALL :
WALLPAPER
Ay book -Any

present.

Florida. To trade in your
long winters for our long
summers. Your overcoats
for bathing suits. Your cold
for suntan lotion. Your
snow shovels for golf clubs.
To help you do this,
we've moved a piece of
Florida up here —within
minutes of your home. So
that we can show you how to move
your Florida future a lot closer to the

You see, General Development is one of
Florida's leading community developers. We
have the community and the honie to suit

Driveto
Floride: this
afiernoon.

Come see the whole new life
waiting for you at General Development’s
Florida Information Center.

than 80,000.people are living right

your lifestyle, your family, your budget.
We can offer you the East Coast, West
Coast or South Central Florida, com-

plete with recreational
! k( facilities, schools, shop-
'- ping, theaters, restau-
rants, houses of worship
and happy neighbors.
Why not drive over
today to see the kind of life more

now. The few minutes you
spend could lead to @
whole lifetime of tomor-
rows in the sunshine.

Open weekdays— 11 AM to 9 PM.

Saturday — 10 AM to 9 PM.
Sunday—T0 AM to 5 PM.

Call (313) 261-3210

General
o= Development

Keeping the promise of Florida
)

Directions to The Florida Center:

Drive to parking area of Wonderland Center in Livonia at Plymouth Rd. and Middlebelt
- (Genter taces Plymouth Rd.)

TWO WONDERLAND' CHRISTMAS CENTERS

DEARBORN . . . 22650 Ford Rood a? Quter Drive, 2784433
W. BLOOMFIELD . . . 6370 Orchard Lake Rd. Morth of Maple, 851.7506

« TREE SKIRTS [N HANY « TREE PRESERVATIVES + ARTIFICIAL CHRISTMAS

SIZES AND COLORS « TREE T0PS WREATHS IN 23 STYLES
 GIFT WRAPPING PAPER « OUTDI0R FISURIKES AND SZES
= RIBBORS AND BOWS « TREE STAHDS

« OUTDOOR AKD NOVELTY = GLASS ORRAMENTS
TREE LIGHTS [NCLUDIKE « SATEN ORHAMENTS
BOBBLE LIEHTS o SKI

« TREE EARLANDS

« HOLIOAY DOOR FOIL
AND DECORATIONS

« KINUATURE TREE LIGHTS
HATIVITY SEFS

b OCKING
+ DECORATIVE PLAQUES

FREE Tree-a-Trim guide. BONSULT our Tree Trim Pros For Ideas
DAILY 9:00 to 9:00 — SUNDAYS 9:00 fo 5:00

It Pays To
Select Your
Tree Now

1 Every tree in our wonderland of life-like
SAVE 2 troes is at big savings of English Gardens.

Now you can choose the very tree you like
Sz I-ayaway bast. Layaway halds it until Dec. 1.

59 Trees Displayed. We Show The Most!
Beautiful soft needls trees and easy-to-assemble
Mountain King; small, large, norrow, wide, green,
blue, white, snow covered, including table top sizes

Masterpiece MOUNTAIN KING
Seen on TV. You Put It Together
In 5 Minutes. Lasts For Years.

Matel W6 6% Ft. 7 998

REG.
$120.00
Mountoin King is the most u-
most popular _artificial

yecrs. Flame retardant. Can
shaped upiwap?, outiwept or

downswep!.
§ ML Geren REG. 10000 0]
TH Gten 1S, 1500 19
T Wit S MG 1000 e

Other MASTERPIECE Meentain King Trees
In Various Styfes. Assemble fn 5 Mizates.
6Y% ft. Green, REG. 15000, .. .. . .. ... 9988

64 L. Breen, REG. 180.00 . 11388
8% L. Stowed, REG. 150.00. . . 9388

L. Brees, Reg. 24000 15988
1 11, Green, REG. 195.00 . 12988
2 1. Greta, REG. 25000 . . 18388

TRADITIONAL Mountain King Trees With Extra Tip and Layered Panels
6% IL. Ereea, REG. 21000. . 13398
%2 1. Green, REG. 75500 . 16998
GLANT, 10 1L, RES. 52500 . . 34888
. ELANT, 12 ft. REG. 12000 .. 4719.38
English Gardens shows other Mountaln Kings In -

sires from 4% ft. 10 12 fr,, including green, snow
coverad, white tnd bive.

$120.00 LIFE-LIKE COLORADD SPRUCE
with soft needles” Beautiful in green,
blue or white. 6%z ft.

shapad with dei-
are

assembly.
Colorado Spruce. See this
for beauty and savings ot
English Gardens.
Bifro meam. . an
T4 11, Grven, Eie, Wite, 116, 15000 ... 8.0
St Gen, ISC. 2000 ]
WL Grees o W, REC. 30060 na
Alio ine other atyles In
- Life-Lik,
Soft Needle Spruce

Our Memorial Wreaths
Are Made Fresh Daily

ENGLISH GARDENS. Prices Eifective Through

Weddeiday, November 12. K .
VISA and MASTEHCARD. ' b3




