Felicians give thanks in 125th year

The Fellcians Sisters, a Catholic or-
der of nuns which sprang into existence

in Poland in 1855 when insurrections

were taking place against Russia and
other oppressors will celebrate their
125th anniversary Sund

More than 400 Feuuan Sisters of the
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin

Province will gather in provin-
cial headquarters in Livonia to watch
John Cardinal Dearden celebrate a
‘mass of thanksgiving.

Concelebrants will be Bishops Wal-
ter J, Schoenherr, Arthur H. Krawezak
and Kenneth J, Povish of Lansing, and
William E. McManus of the Fort
Waynesouth Bend Diocese. Pastors of

parishes where the sisters are in-
vnlved as apostolates will also partici-

A dinner will be served after mass in

the activities center of Madonna Col-
lege, which was founded by the sisters
in 1947, .

This year also marks the 100th anni-
versary of the admission of the Feli-
cian Sisters into the Archdiocese of De-
troit. In 1880 Bishop Caspar Borgess
gave Mother Mary Monica Sybilska
permission to transfer the Felician
motherhouse to the Detroit Diocese.
They started serving here two years
earlier.

FELICIAN ROOTS reach back to
Warsaw, Poland, where in 1855 a young
‘women, Sophia Truszkowska, and her
sister Clothilde Ciechanowska, reached
out to help the poor, abandoned chil-
dren of the street. Soon other compan-
jons joined them in the charitable ac-
tivities, first as lay members of the St.

Vincent DePaul Soctety and later as
secular Franciscans.

They rented a two-room attic apart-
ment for the children and some home-
less aged women. The people seeing
these pious women praying at the stat-
ue of St. Felix began calling them Feli-
cian Sisters. The women accepted this
name and placed their institute under
the protection of St. Felix. Later they
received permission to live u)gelher as
a religious sisterhood.

Within five years of their founding
they were ‘conducting an orphanage
and a residence for aged women. They
established a 40-bed hespital, a school
for girls and classes of religious in-
struetion.

During the 1863 i against

friend and foe. The number of orphans
and poor needing care increased at this
time. But the uprising failed and the
Felicians were ordered by the Russians
to disband.

‘The Emperor of Austriz came to
thelr rescue, giving them permission to
establish a motherhouse in the Austri-
an-occupied sector of Poland. A new
province of Cracow was formed. Again
a school, orphanage and center for
youths and adults were founded. Even-
tually they established two other prov-
inces in Lvov in 1910 and Warsaw in
1922,

‘Today about 1,000 sisters minister to
others through home health care, social
wm'k and evangauz.aunn However, the

g
Russia, the Felicians Sisters’ hospitals
were used as provisional hospitals by

government
nnnhscated their educational institu-
tions.
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1IN 1874 Mother Mary Monica Sybils-
ka led 2 band of five sisters to Polonia,
‘Wise. Their help had been asked by Fa-
ther Joseph Dabrowski, a pioneer mis-
sionary among immigrant Poles in that
area. The sisters began a school for im-
migrant children and an orphanage.

In 1882 Mother Monicao and her
council decided to move to Detroit,
where a motherhouse was constructed
at St. Aubin and Capfield. In the next
50 years, five additional provinces
were formed. Eventually provinces
were located in Buffalo, N.Y.; Chicago,
11; Coraopolis, Pa; Enfield, Conn; Rio
Rancho, NM.

Vice-provinces were established in
Canada and Brazil.

The Livonia motherhouse was con-
structed on a 320-acre site in 1936. In
1937 Mother Mary DeSales organized
Presentation ' Junior College, which
eventually grew into Madonna College.
Today a four-year institution, the col-
lege has an enrollment of more that
3,213 students, 807 of them men.

Madonna instituted 2 umer-onmhed
program with evening as weli as week- ©

end classes in addition to its daytime

scheduling. Among more than 50 ca-
reer subjects offered are allied health,
computer science, gerontology, inter-
pretation for the deaf and special edy-
cation for learning disabled and emo-
tionally impaired.
TO MEET LOCAL educational
needs, the sisters founded Ladywood -
High School for girls in 1950. A sum

mer camp for girls was opened the -

same year in Holly, Mich.

In the late 19508 officials and citi-
zens' of Livonia Plymouth, Redford
‘Township, Farmington and Northville

approached Mother Mary Amnuncia .

Kramp asking that a hospital be estab-
lished on the Livonia property. In 1959
St. Mary Hospital opened its doors.

In addition to its treatment pro-
grams, it offered a variety of other ser-
vices. B
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Cid care tacilities provided Sunday and Wednesdsy.

ON WEDNESDAY EVENINGS X
In the above churches you may hear testimonles of healing | -

through the application of Chrisﬂan Sclence, to problems of | S
health, finances, personal relationships, academlm, business
and so on. Joln us In rejolcing that there is a practical answer
to every need. You will be lovingly welcomed.
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