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OU production captures Southerners’ ‘obsession’

* By HELEN ZUCKER

“A Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” isn't one
of Tennessee Willlams' best plays.
Nonetheless fine moments abound in
this work, and Student Enterprise The-
atre production at Oakland University
manages to infuse great vitality into
William's script.

Director William McCarty has got-
ten the most out of his good cast. The
actors manage ‘to capture the mad
Southern obsession with “purity” of
various kinds. .

Performances continue Friday-Sun-
day and Nov. 21-23 at the Barn Theatre
on campus near Rochester. Curtain
time is 8:30 p.m., except Sundays at
2:30 and 6:30.

Catherine Sabanos turns in a superb
performance as Big Mama. Ms. Sa-
banos is beyond being “southern.” She
passes into the region of believable
wife to a dying man and suffering
mother of an alcoholic son.

MS. SABANOS never gives way to
melodrama in a part that would send
most actresses over the cliff. She car-
ries off her overloaded lines with great
delicacy. Big Mama is supposed to be a
erude lady, but I liked Ms. Sabanos
leaving all the crudeness to Big Daddy.

review

hilt, and Bacik has powerful moments

e
of the Redneck mentality.

Jerry Bacik, who looks like Burl
Ives' brother, is wonderfully epergetic
as Big Daddy, the poor boy who now
owns “the largest’ plantation, the
richest land in the Mississippi delta.”
Bacik looks as-if he has worked hard
enough to learn “10 million dollars;” he
gives the impression that he has proba-
bly destroyed at least 10 people while
enlarging his lands.

Bacik is a shrewd enough actor to
convey the intelligence, the animal
savvy of Big Daddy, the sacred male
bond Big Daddy has with his favorite
son, Brick. -

We're supposed to love Big Daddy
for his vitality, his crudeness, his
creepy attitude toward women. He de-
cides he likes Maggie because she’s
good in bed, and she promises to give
Brick a son to inherit the olde manse.

1 dido't believe Big Daddy's fit of
sensitivity toward the Arab woman and
her child while he tells Brick about his

* cook’s tour of Europe. This is a flaw in

the script, not in Bacik's performance.
Big Daddy is a southern redneck to the
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Calt {313) 583+

Mapts Road at Stephenson Hwy.
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“What a Place!”

Enjoy a weekend getaway at the
Briarwood Hilton, Ann Arbor's

premier hotel.

« UM Sports Events » Indoor Pool — Ann
Arbor's largest o Relaxed dining at
Mantels o Dry Sauna e Shopping at

- Briarwood Mall e Whirlpool

- “What a Price! What a Weekend!”

$20 per person double occupancy

Call for complete information (313) 761-7800

[ BRIARWOOD HILTON INN

1.93 at State Rd., Ann Arbor, I

KRISTY DINAL is an itchy, des-
perate, sexy Maggie. Like Big Daddy,
she's a fighter. Ms, Cardinal conveys
Maggie's anxiety, hér desire to wake
Brick out of his stupor, her unreason-
able love.

“f don't have the charm of the de-
feated,” and, “I wish you'd lose your
good looks so it would make the mar-
tyrdom of St. Maggie more bearable,
Ms. Cardinal says with great intensity.
Maggie is really Big Daddy’s match,
not Brick’s, and by the end of the play
we know that the old manse is going to

its rightful heir: Maggie.

Dwayne Foster has a hard role as a

iixl:m drunk waiting for “the click” in
head. He listens politely to tirade

after tirade from wife, father and ev-

eryone who walks into his bedroom.

Foster is very good when he finally
gets a chance at some action: swinging.
at Maggie with his crutch, trying to ex-
plain his “pure attachment" to his dead
friend, blathering about “mendacity,”
when he means he has betrayed his
friend, his wife, and his conception of
himself as a football hero.

Noble southern gentlemen are gener-
ally tiresome characters. Foster man-
ages to make a lot out of a cliche; he
isn't tiresome at all in the role of a col-

lege hero who dreads growing up, ad-
mitting defeats, and the onslaught of
time.

DEBRA ANN NAPOLEON and Lou-
is S. Daher are fine as Mae and Cooper,
“the breeders,” the couple with five
“no-neck monsters,” and a sixth on the
way. They do their best in,very stero-
typed roles; the conventional, corpora-
tion lawyer, older brother and his wife,
!:ent on inheriting Big Daddy’s hold-
ings.

As Williams wrote the parts, they're
drips who deserve nothing, and appar-
ently that’s what they get. Seems a bit
much, since Cooper’s been looking af-
ter all those holdings, but in this play
drinks and O’ Miss prom queens inher-

it the earth. I wouldn't give all that rich
1and to any of these people.

Joyce Lindbloom, Karen Lindbloorh,
Denie Rice and Kristopher Burridge, as
Dixie, Trixie, Pllly and Sonny, are ter-
rifically obmoxious. Big Daddy and
Maggie-aren’t the only ones who detest
these kids, The moment they broke into
hypocritical “sweet” songs and fired
their cap pistols I wanted to throw
u:lem out of the theater. Nice going,

Dave Clines is competent as Doc
Baugh, and Gregory A. Rittinger is a
cute, dense Reverend Tooker.

The set by Thomas Aston and student
assistant Janet Marie Cheff, is clever
and workable. I liked all the the doors.
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BEEF STROGANOFF  CHICKEN CORDON BLEU
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Daily Fresh Seafood

Businessman’s Lunch

Fresh Whitefish
or Scrod *6%*

1 Lb. Live
Lobster *9%*
~ *includes soup, salad
pot. or veg. (thru Sat. 11/22)
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3315 Auburn Road

Between Adams & Opdyke Rd.
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HOTEL

Would like the pleasure of hosting your next banquet or
party. Call us today. Our experienced staff, headed by Mr.
Frankowski and Mr. Petrides, will personally oversee all
2 ~angements and details.

Woodward and Long Lake Rosd
. Bloomfield Hills

[~644-1400 564-5144

For The Convenience
Of Our Customers

. Excalibur

Is Now Open Sunday
From 4:00 p.m. till 11:00 p.m.

28875 Franklin Road at Northwestern Southfield 358-3355 §-

Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

o Luncheons * Dinners » Carry Out Orders
Chinatown Style Welcomed
Open 7 doys.a week
Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Sot. 12.11 p.m.; Sun. 12-10 p.m.

469 S. Woodward, Birmingham @
?{A 644-2913 s
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SHIRLEY KALLUS
DUANE KALLRAN
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Friday, November 14
Wine Preview & Sale §

811p.m.

Donation: '3

IR O K LAND CO. YOUTH ASSISTANCERWS
THE GREATEST SHOW IN TOWN

ELEPHANTS-WILD LEOPARDS.JAGUAR
CAMEL-LLAMA-DANCING DOGS'ACROBATS
SENSATIONAL AERIALISTS.-COMEDY CAR
CRAZY CLOWNS AND GORGEOUS GIRLS

Complete Thanksgiving Dinner

6%

Hot sliced turkey with gravy, stuffing,
potatoes, vegetable, cranberry sauce, salad,
bread & butter, pie and beverage. Y

Tharksgivieg

INA R,
101 GREAT WONDERS & THRILLS N SQVAGE

Brunch Buffet: 9 a.m. to naon featuring baked ham, GLITTERINGLY GREATER AND GRANDER THAN EVER

fried chicken, pancakes, cggs benedict, bacon, sau-
sage, hashbrowns, salalls, beverages, more for just
$6.95 per person. Children under 12 $3.75.

Dinner: from 1 p.m. featuring the turkey
or baked ham dinner with all the trimmins’, inclu-
ding the famous Wicker Works Salad Bar, juice,
sweet potatoes, dressing, cranberry sauce and choice
of apple, pumpkin or mincemeat pie for just $8.75
per person..Children under 12 $4.75. Or select from
our regular dinner menu!
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i Saturday, November 15
Noon-9p.m.
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Sunday, November 16

" ADVANCE SALE... 250 CHILD  $350 ..ADULT |
CIRCUS DAY....$350CHILD  $430.....ADULT
. SPECIAL FAMILY TICKET ggm:.&r::owzu

Admits 2 adults & 2 children S POWELL

With the big spread we're cooking up, only a
turkey wouldn't enjoy our Thanksgiving dinner.
You can even substitute prime rib at the same
lean price, So make your reservations early. And
avoid getting into a fiap on Thanksgiving.Day.

$10.00 s01p ON ADVANCE sALE onLy $10.00

BETTI
MONA'RUSSELL
JERRIE SASSON-LAYTNER

St nocoen Noon-5p.m. |

o
COMMUNITY HOUSE
behind St. Andrews Lutheran Church
6255 Telegraph Rd. N. of Maple
TRAIN & HOBBY CENTER in ths PONTIAC MALL;
PONTIAC CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL;
0. C. YOUTH OFFICE, 2nd Floor COURTHOUSE
Call for ticket dellvery service
' Telephone 647-0256 - Ask for Diana
. . ! 1 [ 4 . ] w ’

NORTHFIELD HILTON
: - 5500 Crooks Rd. at I-75
« ' .. Troy, Michiganfi8098

' - (313)879-2100

The Birmingham Temple
28611 West Twelve Mile Road
Farmington Hills, Michigan - ‘
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NANCY VELICK
SUZANNE VELICK
DEE WADE
FRANCES WARING

JACKIE WOOLF
SUZANNE YOUNG

Open Thanksgiving Day from 12:00 pm until 8:00 pm.
Call for reservations.




