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Bruce Dern is up to his neck in trouble in “Middle Age
Crazy.”

the movies

X 2 Louise Snider

This film needs

more craziness,

or maybe less

From the song came the movie, “Middle Age Crazy" (R), a midd-
lin’ film that's ot crazy enough.
Director John Trent and writer Car! Kleinschmitt seem to lack

the courage of any convictions. They couldn’t decide whether to go -

for laughs or be serious, so they tried both and achieved neither.

“Middle Age Crazy” isn't funny enough to succeed as a comedy.
Bruce Dern, the male lead, isn't a comic in the mold of Dudley
Moore and “Middle Age Crazy” isn't a “10.” Nor is the film sub-
stantial enough to succeed as a drama.

There is the i chuckle and thought-pi morment,
but they don’t mesh in a meaningful way. They’re separate inci-
dents in a random film.

DERN IS the anxiety-ridden male who has just turned 40 and is
caught up in a mid-life crisis. It is a relief to see him in something
other than the psychotic-type roles which have frequently come his
way, although the potential for the extreme still seems to lurk
beneath the surface..

Actually, the one serio-comic episode that holds together occurs
when Dern falls apart and runs about yelling, “I don’t want to be
the daddy anymore.” He doesn't want responsibilities; he doesn’t
want to deal with his family's problems.

‘Then, as usually happens in this film, the material things get in
the way. How much compassion can you muster for a man who has
a loving family, a beautiful and sexy wife, a luxurious home with a
patio, pool and hot tub and, to support all this, a successful con-
tracting business?

O.K., so he builds taco stands for a living; still, he must be the
most successful taco-stand builder north of the equator.

The argument is not that wealth precludes sensitivity, but that
Dern's anxiely seems to center about brand names and fashions.

. Consequently, he hangs up his polyester suits for jeans and boots;
he trades in his Olds for a $40,000 Porsche; and he leaves his wife
for a Dallas Cowgirl.

This last action is indeed puzzling. He shoves aside the pulchritu-
dinous Ann-Margret when it seems her sole ambition as his wife is
to give him sexual satisfaction. What does he expect from the
Dallas Cowgirl; a discussion on nuclear non-proliferation?

After stepping out and acquiring new threads, new wheels and a
new lady, is he happy? Of course not. Havirig acted out his fanta-
sies, he returns to the verities — home, family, business. *

It's a sequepce of events which was clearly indicated from the
beginning of the film. The comforting moral for would-be sinners:
You can have your fling and then return to everything you you left
behind. Who said, *'You can’t go home again?”

r what’s at the movies

NEW RELEASES

AIRPLANE (PG). A picture that takes off, This spoof of all those “Air-

rt” movies is one of the zaniest films around.

THE AWAKENING (R). Silly film about archaeologist and curse of long-

dead Egyptian queen.

THE ELEPHANT MAN (PG). Largely true story of grossly deformed
'man rescued from sordid life by compassionate doctor. Fine acting by
John Hurt, Anthony Hopkins and John Gielgud balances out directori-

al shortcomnings.

FADE TO BLACK (R). Terror as deranged young man dresses as his

‘maovie favorites to re-enact theéir scenes.

FIRST DEADLY SIN (R). Cop searches out killer responsible for series

of bizarre murders. Frank Sinatra and Faye Dunaway star.

. THE GREAT SANTINI (PG). Robert Duvall as Air Force pilot and domi-

nating father in strong story of family conflict and love.

HOPSCOTCH (R). Chemistry of Matthau/Jackson pairing works again,
but we don't see them together often enough in this halfway humorous

(first half) film.

‘ﬁ% 6066 W. Maple Rd.e 851-8880

IT'S MY TURN (R). Jill Clayburgh in humorous story as independent

woman (again) who falls in love with ex-baseball player during week-
end in New York.

OH, GOD! BOOK II (PG). George Burns returns as the Almighty with a

new message, Luanne,, as “Tracey,” to deliver his words.

ORDINARY PEOPLE (R). Robert Redford’s directorial debut is a

smash in this extraordirarily well-acted, moving film about a “per-
fect” family trying to cope with a son’s mental illness.

PRIVATE BENJAMIN (R). Goldie Hawn joins the army to escape and
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find herself.

MEWHERE IN TIME (PG). Romance with Christopher Reeve and
Jane Seymopr. Young man falls in love with portrait of a ‘beautiful
‘woman and goes back in time to find her.

HE STUNTMAN (R). Fascinating, complex film that “hooks” the

viewer as it toys with notions of reality and illusion. Action comedy

and mystery on a movie location,

. . MOVIE RATING GUIDE
G General audience admitted.

PG _ Parental guidance suggested. All ages admitted. -
R Restricted. Adult must accompany person under 18.

* X' Nooneunder 18 admitted.
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Couple of squares -

Kevin McGee of Livonia (left) and Howard Egan of Highland

. rehearse for the Theatre Guild of Livonia-Redford musical revue,
“The Shape of the World (Round on Weekdays, Square on Sunday),
which opens Friday and runs for three weekends at the Guild play-
house, 15138 Beech Daly, south of Five Mile Road, in Redford Town-
ship. Admission is $5 and tickets can be reserved by calling 422-3664
or 421-0114. The revue contains 40 musical numbers from a variety of
comedy productions and revue recordings. Others in the revue are
Kay Grismer of Plymouth, Beverly Intihar, Northville, Doug Kerr,
Plymouth, David Tucker of Livonia, Sandi Martin of Detroit and

Rosemarie Patanis, Redford.
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Hotel Pontchartrain
Holiday Package.
Downtown Detroit is bustling with holiday
activities as never before . . . And a stay at
the Pontchartrain puts you in the heart of
the festivities.

For only $24.50 per person

The Pontchartrain’s Family Holiday Package
is good any Friday, Saturday or Sunday thru
January 4, 1981 and includes: a luxurious
room with an international riverview, valet
in-hotel parking, HBO first-run movies, all
taxes, two complimentary drinks, morning
newspaper.

This special holiday weekend is $24.50 per
person, based on double occupancy.
Children 18 and under free. Limit of four
family members per room.

Call (313) 965-0200 for reservations.

Inquire about our New Year's Eve Package

hotet Ponichartrain
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WEST BLOOMFIELD

ROCHESTER
2601 Rochester Rd.e 852-8330
: W

A Complete Feast
-With All the Trimmings

- Plus Many Other Entrees Available

LEAVE THE COOKING TO US!
~ SERVING NOON - 10 PM. -

For Reservations please Cail 644- f4 00 Ext. 602 or 603
Woodward & Long Lake Rd. » Bloomfield Hllls
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K AND ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE -

Ol THE TOWN

Dinin
Sip and Sup
Among the Stars

Top off the evening with your favonte
from the Top's new late night menu
Nibbte on select cheeses and fresh

[seaFooD

Complete Whale Maine
Lobster Dinner $11.95
Fresh Flounder Stuf fed

fruit, sample hot seafood hors

d OBUVrES. SAVOr SUMPBLUOUS Strav/-
berry shortcake. Ice cream drinks
and special coffees, too. What a tasty

dehat 3

1 friends. Call us ﬁ;;
79

- with Crahmeat Dinner S$11.25 \way to end the evening
Tues-Thurs 10pm-1am
Fri-Sat 11:30pm-1am

s0100 Telegraph N. of 12 Mile

i
Open Monday thru Saturday ! Horten, Detrorts wotel Pontenastrain
L Major Credit Cards ! “To?_, 2wasnington 8w -Detrait
Reservations ¢:42.1373 ) ) 985 0200
ePontch, - -
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You won'’t beef about
the price of our new
Delmonico Steak.

foar,
uuriype
goa bvng. A
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donate Blood several

Callus

Donate blood.

American
Red Cross

At Mountain Jack’s, we've always been a cut above
the rest when it comes to fine steaks and prime rib.
And now, we've got a special deal on our new Delmonico
Steak dinner that makes us a cut below the rest when
it comes to price.

For the very rare price of just $7.95, you get our
full serving of thick, juicy, tender Delmonico Steak, a
freshly tossed green salad, hot bread and butter and
your choice of rice, baked potato or Home Fries.

So if you think the high cost of dining well is some-
thing to beef about, try our new Delmopico Steak
dinner. We'll make sure you're fed up, alright. But at
a price that won't empty your wallet.

$850

at Ten

MOONTEIN
JACES

i
Grand River Avenue
Mite Rd.
Farmington Hills, 476-5333

2360 Rochester Court
Troy, 689-7620

$795 Delmonico Steak dinner served during regular dinner hours,
Sunday through Thursday, except holidays.
Offer valid through December 24, 1980.
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