Sprzghtly performances beef up weak produ tior-

By DONALD V. CALAMIA
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dess of the golden ram, Goldie. Decked
out in a skin-tight outfit and a blond
corn-curl hair-do, Mrs. Moore's charac-

ient of Madelin Kahn
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who portrayed Goldie in the show on
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ence pnmarily through the efforts of
several highly energetic and talented
performers.

The musical, written by Richard
Rodgers, concludes its run Friday and
Saturday at Knox Auditorium, First
Presbyterian Church, 1669 W. Maple.

“Two by Two" follows the adven-
tures of Noah who, after.a visit from
God on his 600th birthday, tries to con-
vince his unbelieving family that they

- must build an ark to.save themselves

LYY

from a terrible flood.
The family, of course, is skeptical.
Finally, with God's help, the family
is convinced of the seriousmess of the
matter, and work on the ark is begun.

A HITCH THAT develops, though, is
that two of every kind of creature has
to accompany Noah on the ark, and
Noah's youngest son is not married. In
order to go with his family, the young-
est son must be married.

‘Throughout the ordeal, Noah's be-
liefs are tested, but the family and car-
go finally board the ark for a year-long
voyage. Eventually, the land is dry, and
both humans and animals start new
lives on a freshly cleansed world.

Leading off the cast as Noah is
George Moore III. Moore avoids the
stereatyped old man and brings to life
an exciting, playful, yet fearful Noah
who accepts the challenge given him

Though Moore tends to “talk-sing”
most of his musical numbers, he does
them totally in character which makes
his development of Noah quite accept-
able.

Hiseyes twmklmg. Moare easily han-
dles his comic lines with a flair nearly
unmatched i community theater. It is
obvious Moore knows his theatrical
skills and limitations and uses them to
their fullest.

CARRYING THE show with Moare
is actress Harriet Fox, who plays
Noah's wife, Esther. Unlike most ama-
teur performers, Mrs. Fox has
mastered the use of her face in convey-
ing the meaning of her dialogue.

Needless gestures are replaced by a
raise of her eyebrows or a squint of her
eyes which lets the audience in on Esth-
er's innermost thoughts and feelings.

Though Mrs. Fox had trouble with
the lines of her song, “An Old Man,” she
rose above the average performer, re-
malmng totally in character and mak-
ing it appear as if nothing was wrong.

The chemistry and comic timing be-
tween Moore and Mrs. Fox was a de-
light to watch. It's obvious they enjoy
working together, which helps -make
this show enjoyable.

Another refreshing performance is
given by Del Moore who plays the god-

HER DUMB-BLONDE characteriza-
tion went far enough to remain funny
and witty without getting on the nerves
of her audience. Like Mrs. Fox, Mrs.
Moore possesses one of the finest sing-
ing voices in the show.

Other satisfying performances are
given by Jack Miller as Japheth,
Noah’s youngest son, who doubts God's

Coupon book offers five shows for $20

The chance to see five plays for the
price of four is being offered by Will-O-
‘Way Repertory Theatre in Bloomfield
‘Township.

For $§20, Will-O-Way subscribers
receive a coupon book for the remain-
ing five plays of the 1880-81 season.

intentions with the world, and is frus-
trated by the love of his world and the
love for his family; Judy Trippett who
plays Leah, the eldest son's wife, who
runs the roost and the pocketbook of
her stingy husband's affairs; and Pris-
cilla Summers as the innocent and
lovely Rachel, wife of Noah’s second
son.

Enthusiatic performances also are
given by Bob Davis as Shem, the eldest
son, and Jim Brooks as the middle son,
Ham.

In undertaking his first directing as-
signment, Cliff Lundren shows that
with more experience he could become

Theatergoers can purchase coupon
books at the door before each perform-
ance of Will-0-Way's next production,
“Man of La Mancha.”

The inspiring story of Don Quixote’s
quest for his impossible dream, “Man
of La Mancha” opens Friday for 2 six-

Somerset Cinema Matinee extended

The Somerset Inn Cinema I, I1 & III  matinee until & p.m. Monday-Saturday,

in Troy has announced a fall inflation-

and a $2 price policy after 6 p.m. Mon-

fighter special, extending its bargain day-Thursday.
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a good community theater director.
This production, though, is flawed. It is
only through the hardworking efforts of
his cast that the show suceeeds.

All the ingredients for an excellent
production are here: a good cast (whose
acting abilities outshine their singing
abilities), excellent musical accompan-
iment, and a colorfully functional set.

WHAT IS MISSING is tight directing
in the group scenes. Actors who are
speaking are blocked from view by
other actors, and too many people are

weekend run to end Dec. 20. “Promises,
Promises,” a sophisticated musical
comedy with book by Neil Simon and
music by Burt Bacharach, will open
Jan. 30.

William Inge’s Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning drama “Picnic” is set to open
April 24. “As You Like It,” William
Shakespeare's classic comedy, opens
June 12.

Topping off the season is a yet-to-be-
announced new musical, slated for a
July 17 opening.

IN ADDITION to reduced admission

."‘h -|-|

jammed into too small a space on
stage.

Also, supporting characters are not
fully developed, and they look bewil-
. dered by what's going on around them.
With additional work on pamcu!nr-u
details within certain scenes, Lundriiee
could improve this show tremedously, "7%

Group choreography is also shaky,--
though Goldie's dance number “ThEX
Golden Ram” is delightfully sinful. ==

Information regarding “ﬁo by
Two" can be obtained by calling §28-
3685,

rates, Will-0-Way subscribers receive
other benefits. Included are invitations
to receptions, seminars and other spe- '
cial events, a free subscription to W-O-
W, the theater’s newsletter; a special
theater party coupon allowing for a 10-
percent discount for a group of 25 or
more, or at 15-percent discount for.a
group of 50 or more.

To purchase season ticket coupon
books by mail, send a $20 check to Will-
0-Way Apprentice Theatre, Inc., 775 W.
Long Lake Road, P.0. Box 224, Bloom-
field Hills 48013. For more informa-
tion, call 644-4418.
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Thanksgiving Buffet
It’s A Natural!

Thursday. November 27
from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Only $9.95

Enjoy a varity of hot and cold irems: turkey.
stuffing, all the Holiday Trimmings. fish.
wonderful vegetable casseroles, sweet
potatoes. appetizers salads. beverages.
desserts and much, much mote. Spend your
Thanksgiving Holiday with Healthy Ionn
We're looking forward to serving you and
making your day a memorable one.
Doa'tforget our Sundss Bruch from 11 2.1 3 pm.

17630 Woodward
A

your reservations early.

icady gobbling up for our big

\ theatres

L6, CAAE ALOUIRLD WEAL APICATLE

OUIES_ PRUDENTIAL TOWN CENTER

BOX OFFR.= OPEN 30 MIN. PRIOR TO SHOWTIME

s

1hmksgwmg Day spread. Because were dishing up hot.
sliced turkey with gravy, stuffing. polatoes, vegetable,
cranberry sauce, salad, bread and butter, pic and a bev-
erage. All forjust $6.95. You can even substitute prime
1ib [Bgutkey at the same juicy price. So don't wait any
1ondefto make yous reservations. Because the early bird
gets the dinrer.

“RETURN
OF

THE
F=7 SECAUCAS
S SEVEN”
Open Thanksgiving Day from Noon until 8:00 pm. 715
Call for reservations.
1980 Continental Restaurant Syatems g:15

Grand River Avenue 2%
at Ten Mie Rd. Rochester Court
Farminglon Hills, Troy,
476-5333 689-7920

For The Convenience
i Of Our Customers

a0 Sacalibur

Is Now Open Sunday
From 4:00 p.m. till 11:00 p.m.

28875 Franklin Road at Northwestern Southfield 358-3355

“STUNTMAN"
7:05
9:30

t

Call 353-5657
for update

THIS
AHANKSGIVING,
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"TRIBE TO A
SPECIAL FEAST
AT SCHULERSS.

Anal

d-fashioned meal with all the
rimmings. Call us now for
reservations!
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of show and
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2601 Rochester Rd.® 852-8330

EST BLOOMFIELD
W. Maple Rd.» 851-8880

ROCHESTER

Eat Relax Enjoy
Around Lunch or Dinner
s Cozy Fireplace
PAUL NECHOLAS
: “‘g i cuies spifrTs
Schedule Your
- Holiday Parties NOW ‘
Dancmg Fri. & Sat. Evenings—No Cover
Ny e Laka 478-1516
“@wu = T-W-Th. 1130, .“QM-.-IAUIMM\-

Dine at LA PLACE

Order from our exclusiv

CALL 87

Leave Your
Evening to Us...

Hotel St.
provide some of the best seafs in the house, to
the current play at the Fisher Theatre.

"They're Playing Our Song”’
ADVANCE RESERVATIONS ONLY
Available Monday thru Friday

$66 per couple

Subjec_:t to Availability

RANK HOTELS
. e London e Paris * Brussels

Restaurant in the
Regis

e theatre menu. We'll

3-3000

HEALTHY%%NES

25221 NOTHWESTERN HAY, » SOUTHHELD, MICH.GAN 48034
THLEPHONE (31 353-7768 .

ALBAN’S

"Buitle & Basket

Restaurant & Delicatessen
SUNDAY SPECIALS °3.79

BEEF STROGANOFF  CHICKEN CORDON BLEU
Over Buttered Noodles With Rice Pilaf
LASAGNA

The Above Includes Tossed Salad
or Cole Siaw, Roll & Butter

Gourmet
ame Hen Dinner

$595 (%) $E95(E:)

Served with orange sauce, wild rice pila,
Belgian carrots, and soup or unlimited salad bar.

IT'S THE JUICIEST, MOST INCREDIBLY TENDER
GAME HEN YOU'VE EVER TASTED.

VICTORIA STATION
$895
Thus Thanksgwing. give the cook in your home something to really be
thankful for. Thanksgiing Dinner at Victona Station! Compete Thanksgiving.”
Roast Turkey or Gourmel Game Hen feasts incluce Pilgrim’s stuffing.
cranberey or orange sauce. salad, bread & buiter, green peas & pearl onions: * !

candied yams, whipped potatoes. giblet gravy. and pumpkin pie. How
can you resist!

SPECIAL CHILDREN'S TURKEY DINNER $3.95

Major credit cards & reservations welcome,

X\
VICTORIASTATION
\_/

Southfield, 28565 Northwestern Highway, 357-4424
Troy, 1475 West Big Beaver Road, 643-7260
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