Child abuse cases
going unreported?

Teachers are required by law in
Michigan to report suspected cases of
child abuse and neglect.

That same requirement applies to
school administrators, licensed child
care givers, and professionals in the
fields of medicine, law and social work.

That reminder was given this past
week by E.J. McClendon of Plymouth,
a professor of health education at the
Unigersity of Michigan.

MyClendon said recent incidents in
the ;netmpolitan Detroit area suggest
to hum that professionals need to be re-
minded that failure to report suspected
child abuse cases can result i a civil
liability if the child were to be killed or
injured. )

“Many teachers are unaware of this
resgpnsibility. Or they have been told
by their principal, ‘see me first. Don't
take matters into your own hands.’
Schéol administrators are sometimes
unduly cautious about upsetting par-
ents and risking the loss of votes in the
next millage election.

“This is ridiculous, of course. Our
first concern must be for the child. A
teacher need have no fear of reprisal,”
added McClendon. “The law protects
any individval who makes a report
which later turns out to be invalid.”

HOW WIDESPREAD is the prob-
lem?

Researchers estimate that some
70,000 children each year are physical-

Peace Corps,
VISTA seek
OU talent

Former Peace Corps and VISTA vol-
unteers will meet Nov. 25 with Oakland
University students at career advising
and placement conferences.

OU seniors are asked to bring com-
pleted applications to the interviews.

The two federal agencies are recruit-
ing hard in Michigan because the 14
percent unemployment rate and the de-
sire of many to “get away from it all.”

“Peace Corps volunteers serve 1w
years in developing countries in Africa,
Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean
and the South Pacific,” the office state-
ment said.

“Volunteers are not expected to
spend their own money while serving
overseas. They receive a generous liv-
ing allowance, paid travel and training
and complete health care. Upon com-
pletion of service, each volunteers re-
ceives $125 for each month served (ap-
proximatley $3,000).”

Most Peace Corps volunteers have
college degrees, and many have practi-
cal experience in such fields as farm-
ing, the skilled trades and business.

VISTA (Volunteers in Service to
America) serve for a year in poor rural
and urban commmunities.

ly abused and more than 1,000 are
killed by their parents.

Other sources, taking into account
cases of emotional abuse and neglect,
put the overall number as high as
500,000

About one-third to one-half of those
abused are school-aged at the time they
are mistreated, added McClendon.

“Jt can happen in families of any in-
come level or social status. While there
is no ‘typical’ abusive parent, there are
certain shared characteristics includ-
ing emotional immaturity, financial or
marital difficulties, drug problems or
alcoholism, isolation from support sys-
tems such as relatives, friends and
community organizations.

“In most cases they were abused as
children themselves. Some are highly
critical and demanding of their chil-
dren, and feel that harsh, corporal pun-
ishment is the only way to make them
obey and behave.

“Others seem .simply overwhelmed
by the process of seeing after the
child's basic needs, such as foed, cloth-
ing, hygiene and medical care.”

ONE OF THE hardest problems to
diagnose is emotional abuse, remarks
McClendon.

“1t is normal for parents to become
angry with their children, but some
parents berate and reject them on a
continuous basis.

“The teacher may see the effects of .

this rejection in the student who is
overly aggressive or disruptive, acting
out his need for attention. At the other
extreme, the child may be extremely
shy and withdrawn or overly compli-
ant.

“An even more difficult situation to
detect is sexual abuse. Once thought to
be an extremely rare occurrence, it is
now recognized as one of the most per-
vasive forms of child abuse.”

McClendon estimates that as many
as one in 10 young women are victims
and more than haif are younger than 12
at the time of the offense.

“Suspecting a situation of abuse and
neglect, the teacher may want to ques-
tion the child. But often it is very hard
for a child to admit he has been mis-
treated by his own parents.

“In 99 percent of the cases, the child
blames himself. ‘This wouldn’t have
happened if I hadn't been bad,’ he rea-
sons, ‘if 1 hadn't been born." The child
may be ashamed to discuss the matter
with people outside the family. He also
may be scared that the parents will
find out and retaliate.

“Jt is extremely important to inter-
vene early in these cases before the
child undergoes permanent physical or
pseyhological harm.”

Most parents want to be good par-
ents, McClendon said, and usually the
abusive behavior is not willful or
premeditated.

Some stressful event may trigger a
violent act, he adds, or the parent may
not be in control of his actions because
he has been drinking or on drugs.
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13 Hotel Nights
2 Nights Naniloa Surf, Hilo

3 Nights Royal Lahaina, Maui
2 Nights Coco Palms, Kauai

with

CARTAN TOURS

Vacation in Paradise

2 Nights King Kamehameha, Kona

4 Nights Hawaiian Regent, Waikiki Vacation in Paradise.
Visit your Local Travel Agent to see why

4

Cartan's Vacation in Para-
dise (VIP) is a trip of many
extras. From the Lei Greeting
when you arrive to the tipping
and baggage handling that is
taken care of, to the fantastic
Aloha cockiail party as you
leave this Vacation in Para-
dise. Find out the many ex-
tras you 8t with Cartan's
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Take A Stand Against

Zeusit Grlows.

2600 N. WOODWARD, BLOOMFIELD HILLS
Just South of Squdre Lake Rood  332-8348
Monday, Thursday, Friday ‘6l 9 pm.
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This rugged T.V. stand is made
of solid pine and comes in a dark
finish. It will hold any 19" color
portable T.V. up to 27" in cabinet
width,
drawer for display and storage.
On casters so it can be easily
moved, it is 29%2" wide overall,
16" deep and 39%" high. And
best of all is the price. It's a real
inflation fighter, but hurry because quantities are limited and
the sale ends Saturday, November 22.
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Save 20%
on lighted
cabinets with
giffed ways

Perfect way to display favorite
sculpture, books, family heirlooms,
too. These handsome cabinets are
real show pieces in themselves, as
well. See them now in Hudson's
QOccasional Furniture, all stores but
Grand Rapids, Saginaw. Lansing
and Kalamazoo.
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Reg. §589. Jasper cabinet
with fruitwood finish and
mirror back; 25" wide. 25
units® in the group.

sale $359

Reg. $449. Hammary
frultwood-finished curio
cabinet; mirrored back: 26"
wide, 30 units.

Reg. $1099. By Jasper, this
impressive double-bonnet
cabinet finished in rich cherry.
36" wide: 18 units.”

“Units avaiable while quantities fast.




