County higher-ups endorse change in elections

By TOM LONERGAN

The post-election news has focused -

on President-elect Reagan's cabinet
and Michigan’s continuing budget cuts.

But what about election reform?

‘Wayne County's clerk and Oakland
Copaty's eléction director are all for it,
and they favor making election day a
nafional holiday.

However, they don’t make the laws.
Copgr&ss

tnANGnNG THE 2-century's-old na-
tichal election day is “not a high priori-
tylitem of the Congress,” says Wayne
Caunl Clerk James Killeen. “The
problem is not critical.”

Nonetheless, Killeen, a Democrat, is
cohwinced that “we hold elections at
the wrong time of year.” He favors
hwmg the national election in Septem-
bek, the weekend following Labor Day.

“I think our system can stand some
upgrading and overhaul,” says Howard
Altman, Oakland County's elections di-
rector. But Altman, an appointee of
Republican Clerk Lynn Allen, stops
short of endorsing an earlier election
day.
“I don't know what it would accom-
plish,” he'sald. “We always think about
these things after the storm.”

Altman. agrees with Killeen that
election day should be made a national

holiday. “I don't think it would be abad
idea,” he said.

/

THE FIRST U.S. Congress set the na-
tional election in November “to accom-
modate a largely agricultural popula-
tion,” Killeen said. “That is no longet a
factor.”

But election reform has traditionally
been a thorny polmcal issue. Southern-
ers in Congress are “not too worried
about whether people vote in'Detroit,
Chicago, Cleveland and other places,”
according to Killeen. There’s little
pressure for a change from the western
states as well, he adds.

One impetus for change may be de-
clining voter participation and size of
the national electorate. Two weeks ago,
52 percent of eligible voters either
didn't vote for president or chose a
third-party candidate.

There’s also been a registration de-
cline in the cities. In Detroit, there
were 127,800 fewer registered voters
this fall than in 1976. A 34,500-voter in-
crease in the suburbs left Wayne Coun-
ty with a net 93,200 fewer eligible vot-
ers.

IN OAKLAND County, the opposite
oceurred. There were 80,600 more eli-
gible voters this fall than four years
ago. Oakland is predominantly Repub-
lican, while Wayne has been a long-
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time Democratic stronghold.

Killeen, who was active in President
Jimmy Carter's re-election bid, is both-
cred by those numbers,

“There's a general feeling that the
lower we go in the number of partici-
pants, the more critical the situation
gets,” he said.

“The facls are we're getting a re-
duced number of people in the metro-
politan arcas. Fewer are voting.

“We have the lousiest voting record
in the free world.”

Oakland County turnout was 70 per-
cent of 644,000 registered. Wayne
County's was about 64 percent of 1.35
millien registered.
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EXCEPT FOR long lines, Nov. 4 vot-
ing went smoothly, according to the
two election officials.

At some polls in Oakland County, in-
cluding the Farmington area and Bran-
don Township, there were people vot-
ing as late as 10 p.m., two hours after
the polls closed.

With each voter taking at least four
to five minutes to read a variety of bal-
lot referendums, lines were inevitable.

“We didn't reccive any complaints
that the wait was so long that people
didn’t vote,” Killeen said.

Altman said a 10 to 15 percent in-
crease in voting by absentee ballot in
Oakland County delayed release of fi-
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nal election returns. The county elec-
tion office didn’t have final returns on
all races available until 4 p.m. the day
after the election.

“Good Lord, we had some (local)
clerks reporting at 5 and 6 in the morn-
ing,” Altman said. In past presidential
elections, the usual reporting time was
midnight, he added.

Altman has been Qakland's elections
director for nine years.

VOTING ABSENTEE is more con-
venient, and Altman notes that voter
use of the procedure is “being encour-
aged by some of the clerks and a great

deal by the candidates today.”

In Southfield, between 7,000 and
8,000 voted by absentee, Altman said.
The county was delayed in reporting fi-
nal election returns by absentee ballots
in Pontiac. Several thousand in that
city's 50 precincts voted absentee.
Counting them is “somelhing you don't
do in five minutes,” Altman said.

Most absentee ballots are mailed to
the voter. But in Bloomfield Township,
absentee votes for this past election
and the August primary were cast on
one of six machines in the township
hail.
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Large Selection of New & Old Oriental Rugs
Sell @ Buy @ Trade
Cleaning @ Appraisals @ Repairing

Business & Residence
(313) 644-7311

223 8. Woodward
Birmingham, Mi 48011

Fredrick Presents:

Lacies 18 kt yellow gold.
Wit 145 ct. ruby and
2.0; ct. diamonds total weight

$5800
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YBURBAN DETROIT'S
WEST RESTAURANT

@ GingerMan

JOINUS FOR
BRIAKFAST, LUNCH OR DINNER!
Feduring Bar-B-Q Ribs & Chicken

BREAKPAST SPchAL
2 Hgs any slylo, 2 slrlps
babn or 2 snusagos, s 1
. toast or roll. 11 am
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® Basler & Brauty Shop
® Attended Carage
® Optional =llaid Serice

Whittisn Towers

on the beautiful
Detroit cf(‘ion

TFor Gracious Retirement

The new management of the Whittier Towers

extends a pevsonal invitation

o You. . .

come visit us’at
415 Burns Drive

Mone features than oo

imagine,

mere veasonable than you would ccpezt”

Rental Retes begin ot 5285 monthly
call Lois Nair at—
(313) 823-6470 or 822-9000

® Al apartments w/private Lath

® Registered cNurses
® Heated Pool

-and mach move!

A ministiy of Amasizan Laptist Casches of Mekigan /
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® Optional cleal Plan

TAKE THEVEIVET APPROACH in a blazer. Days flow smoothly into
evening in this classically cut black velvet blazer. Fashioned of 1005
cotton for sizes 6-16. Also available in navy or brown. From the new

Capper & Capper Lad(es Shop. $180.
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OLD ORCIARD
31 6336700

More than a century of experience goes into the comfort
and wear and appearance of this Aquascutum raincoat.
Small wonder Aquascutum is highly preferred stock wher-
ever the rain falls. The model we show here (it's one from
our collection) ¥ .a zip-lined double-breasted with marvel-
ous detailing: epaulettes, buttondown gun patch, sleeve
straps, belt, that sort of thing. The shell is sturdy
cotton, and the price is $350. That's what you pay when
you buy the best. But then, you enjoy it forever.
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from the Collections of:

as well as others.
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Clacks. Amesicana and Victoria

Car, Chock, Master Card,
Ametican Express, VISA.

BECHARITS GALTERITS.

Saturday, November 22
Sunday, November 23

Ldmund Cuttin, Albany, New York;
Cassandra Wong, Boston, Massachusclls;
Dr. Rosanes, Caracas, Venezuely;

THIS SALE WILL BE CONDUCTED 1N NUMERICAL SEQUENCE

1ath and 200 Century Luropean and Ametican
i a. Onental and
clain. American, English and Continental Silver.

tardstones and Ivories. Oricntal Rugs, American and
Furopean ronzes, Marble and Decorative Accessories. 19th and
20h Century Amesican and furopean Paintings. Large fewelry
Collection.

Eahibitlons Qe hour priar 10 each Catalogues: Avarlable at exbidniion
sesion 2

Terms:

Information: Please catl 1384203
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