Tis

the season
to be wary

by JACKIE KLEIN

Sticky Fingers snatches more than
candy bars and $2 tubes of lipstick from
enticing store counters.

Sticky Fingers looks like any customer
including the little old lady with the ever-
ready change purse. But it's a big deal
when the retailer loses and the consumer
pays. And the Christmas season is the time
to be especinlly wary.

How does a shoplifter bilk a storeowner
of merchandise valued from $2 to $3,000 in

one looting spree? How does he or she get

away with expensive watches, jewelry,
leather and suede coats or palm little items
and stuff them in his or her pockets?

THERE ARE NUMEROUS techniques’

— devious, ingenious, simple, police say.
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Retail merchants learn a few of these
methods and how to aveid them through
seminars and documentary films presented
by police and shopping center security de-
partments,

Merchants are warned to keep expensive
items in well-secured nooks and crannies.
Sticky Fingers may shove prize pickings in
empty boxes if tempting goodies are dis-
played on counters.

Shoppers have been known to put boost-
er cages under their maternity tops to ap-
pear pregnant. Others carry booster shop-
ping bags filled with old, wrinkled bags,
the better to stock with merchandise.
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SHOPLIFTERS wear clothes several
sizes too large, so they can slip stolen duds
underneath their baggy wear. A successful
technique is called crotching. It iz Sticky
Pinger's jargon and it means placing
ripped-off goods between the thighs.

Dressing rooms are common areas where
shoplifters are able to conceal stolen
clothes. Employees counting garments tak-
Continued on page 16
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Perfect giffs
for jocks

This Christmes give your favorire
jock or Klurz the gift of comforr.
A warm-up suir from Tennis
Time. Perfect for jogging, rennis
or lounging around the house.

We have a dazzling assorrment
of aarylics from $38 to $80 and
i velours from $66 10 $112 by
these famous makers:

Flla, Ultrasport, Tendfic,
Loomtogs. Ruth Robbins,
Roland, Tall, Top Seed,
Winning Ways ond Rang-Ten.

New Hollday Houms:

Srarting Monday December 8th
through Wednesday December
24th we'll be open during the
week (M-F) from 9:30 1o 9:00
and on Sarurdoy 9:30 ro 6:.00.

5 E Comer Maple & Lahser
Birminghom, Michigan J

646-4475

BRASS DUCK HEADS? <

Solid brass duck head bottle openers,
$12.50 » A British brass lighter, $8.00 » A
gold razor, boxed in solid pine,$85.00 « Au-
thentic rugby shirts, $36.00 « A gold tooth-
brush, $12.50 = Burberry raincoats,
$345.00 « Cashmere scarves in Burberry
plaid, $85.00 = 100% shetland wool Burberry
blankets, $190.00 = Personalized brass and
leather luggage tags, $8.00 » Ghurka lug-
gage * A sardine can of watch bands (six),
$12.50 « Navy doeskin flannel blazers,
$195.00 « Pure camel hair sport coats,
$265.00 « Chocolate brown corduroy sport-
coat from Polo - Ralph Lauren,
$255.00 « Walking sticks from England,$8.50.
Eel passport billfold and credit card holders,
from $14.00 « Down filled leather jackets and
rvests « Reversible rain Slickers, straight from
the seaboard, $22.50 » Real old-fashioned
shaving mug, brush and soap,$14.50 « Um-
brellas with duck, horse, dog and elephant
heads, $30.00 = Polo - Ralph Lauren fra-
grances, from $7.00 = And an assortment of
ties, from $7.50 to $30.

» Some classic (and not so classic) gift ideas.
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3621 W. Maple at Lasher, Bloomfield Commons
Open Thursday and Friday evenings.

645-6675
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