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Thursday, November 27, 1980

Gene Miller’s Ink Spots will ap-
pear in two free shows, at 1 and 3
p.m. Sunday, to kick off the holiday
season at Somerset Mall, Troy.

The day-long festivities begin
with a choice of brunch and fashion
show at 11 a.m. by Saks Fifth Ave-
nue and Magic Pan Creperie, or at-
tending a benefit for the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra sponsored by
Bonwit Teller at 10 a.m. .

Tickets for the benefit are $20 per

*person for the brunch and fashion
show (children free). Children will
see a puppet show and be visited by
Santa and his Elves and Mimes.

Wayne State University’s Jazz
Band takes over the bandstand at
noon to put guests in the spirit of the
day. The Mime Time Players will
roam the mall.

The Ink Spots will performn hits of
the 1940s including “Do I Worry?”

‘The Ink Spots will perform at 1 and 3 p.m. Sunday at Somerset-Mall in Troy.

Ink Spots gives 2 shows
during festivities at mall

“We Three,” “Java Jive,” “The Gyp-
sy” and its first hit, “If I Didn't
»

THE ORIGINAL group headed
for the New York in 1938 to make it
big. But, as 50 often happens with
new talent in the big city, no one
was buying. For a year members of
the group worked as janitors at the
Paramount Theatre.

The Ink Spots finally got the
break the group had been waiting
for and recorded “If I Didn't Care.”

Gene Miller, leader of the group,
joined the Ink Spots in 1846 when
Deke Watson, leader of the original
group, was still performing. Miller
is first tenor and provides comic re-
lief with some impressions during
every set.

Nat Williams sings baritone and
does most of the song narrations.

Paul Parks, bass, spent several
years with the Illinois Jacquet Band
before becoming a member, and
Floyd McDaniels, tenor and guitar-
ist, played with the famous Cab Cal-

loway band.
Martin Scot Kosins, Detroit-born
pianist, will accompany

Village Players stage

uproarious production

The Birmingham Village Players
production of Moss Hart and George S.
Kaufman's comedy “The Man Who
Came to Dinner” is fast, funny and ex-
actly what its authors intended it to be
— delightful. :

Directed by Dee Dwelley, the cur-
rent production has a great deal of the
manic energy and enormous charm of
works such as “The Front Page” and
'30s comedies that sent audiences
home feeling exhilarated.

The show continues at 8:30 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday at the Village Playhouse
at Chestnut and Hunter in Birmingham.

Much of the credit for this luminous,
joyful evening goes to Arnodl Bern-
stein’s superb performance as Sheridan
‘Whiteside, the luminary who “comes to
dinner” and stays on to wreck the Stan-
ley home.

No invalid in a wheelchair ever
1ooked more hale than Bernstein. Prov-
ing himself a trouper and a quick
study, Bernstein learned the role of the
legendary Alexander Wollcott in two
weeks, after the actor originally cast
became ill.

BUT BERNSTEIN is more than a
good actor. He gives us a Whiteside
who doesn't merely abuse hospitality;
he carries abuse to a high art. And he
has the poise to get away with it, the
quick-wittedness to make us love him
for his outrageous behavior.

Bernstein’s booming voice, eloquent

the Ink Spots at the two shows. Ko-
sins can be credited for the group's
appearance. A fan since he was a
child, Kosins met the group many
years ago backstage after a per-
formance. The friendship has con-
tinued through the years with get-
togethers whenever the Ink Spots
perform in the Detroit area.

WSU's Jazz Band fills in between
shows. The mall fashion shops will
have live models showing off holi-
day finery. Non-fashion shops will
have demonstrations of their newest
gift items.

will

J. Ross Browne's.

the price.

24,1980.

2262 Telegraph Road,
Bloomfield Hills, 334-4694

$12.95 Live Maine Lobster dinner
served during regular dinner hours,
Sunday through Thursday, except hol-
idays. Offer valid through December

Live Maine Lobster
at a price that

$12 95

When you order Live Maine Lobster at most restaurants,
you can expect to get pinched right in the wallet. But not at

Right now, you can net a full dinner of succulent, broiled
Live Maine Lobster, freshly tossed green salad or hearts of
Romaine salad, vegetable of the day, hot rolls and butter and
your choice of rice, baked potato or redskin potatoes. All for
a special low price that won't soak you. Just $12.95.

So, if fresh, tender, buttery-sweet Live Maine Lobster
makes your mouth water, land one of our big dinnersat J. Ross
Browne’s. The taste will grab you. But you sure won't feel

Lounge staris
Ladies Night

Ladies Night is featured Mondays-
Saturdays at Dewey’s in Southfield’s
Michigan Inn. Women’s drinks cost $1
from 5-¢ p.m. Nachos and cheese also
are sold in the lounge.
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and sheer joy in the kind
of life Whiteside leads spills over to the
rest of the cast and makes this a spe-
cial production.

Lee Rosender is equally super as
Lorraine Sheldon, the actress from
Kansas who wants to marry Lord Bot-
tomley. (Thank God we mever meet
Bottomley! There are enough crazy
characters in this play to populate a
small madhouse.)

“Cedric, don’t stutter so, my dahling,
will yooh?” Ms. Rosender coos into the
telephone, imagining she is speaking to
Bottomley. She is assured, sleek, sex-
uality personified.

Ms. Rosender's cupids-bow mouth,
her fine movements, her lethal smile,
great screams and marveous hysterics
when she finds herself tricked by an ex-
leading man, are wondrous to behold.

MS. ROSENDER has the role her
talents have been crying out for in “the
boudoir butterfly,” Lorraine Sheldon.

Famous names fall like rain, and fa-
mous people drop in and out of the
Stanley house in Ohio as Whiteside “re-
cuperates,” and tries to quash his see-

review

retary’s engagement to an Ohio news-
paperman.

Larry Sweet is wonderfully loose and
funny as Banjo. Banjo drops in to
“avold a woman in New York and Hol-
lywood in general,” and Nova Scotia is
where he's going.

He manages to take Ms. Sheldon in 2
mummy case with him. God knows
where they went, Sweet is equally fun-
ny as Professor Metz, an authority on
insect life, who drops in with a fishtank
filled with roaches — Metz's idea of a
gif!

L.

One can hardly blame Rose Mary
Schneider, who plays the proper Mrs.
Stanley, for fainting and screaming a
Iot.

JOHN MC WILLIAMS as Mr.
Sntaley whips himelf into an explosive
frenzy when daughter June, played by
Lisa Lowman, attempts to run off with
a labor organizer in his factory, and his
son, Richard, nicely played by Steve
Cole, runs off to bum around as a pho-
tographer. Whiteside encourages these
pursuits.

McWilliams, fairly frothing at the
mouth, calls in deputies to evict his
guest-and is very good at shouting out
the minutes Whiteside has left to “get
out of my house!”

Albert Ratcliffe is positively won-
derful as the dense Dr. Bradley, who
confuses Whiteside's X-rays and who
believes Whiteside is going to help him
write a medical book, He does indeed
make us believe he is, as Whiteside
claims, “the best living argument for
merey killing."

Dr. Bradley is packed off to help
feed the penguins. The penguins eat the
original script for Whiteside's Christ-
mas Eve radio broadcast? Don't ask
me to explain the penguins. Whether
Admiral Perry or Shirley Temple sent
them doesn’t matter. They were deliv-
ered simply to bite Miss Preen, the
long-suffering nurse.

Peggy McCall as Nurse Preen, “Mrs.
Frozen Custard,” turns in a subdued
performance until her outburst at the
finale. She leaves the profession she en-
tered to help suffering humanity “for a
tunitions factory.” We understand
why.

Buffo plays at Roberto’s

Buffo, clown, mime, musician and
comedian, will appear in a Thanksgiv-
ing Day Holiday Concert, with perfor-

JO ANN BRITTON as Maggie -,
Cutler, the secretary who has become
indispensable to Whiteside, turns ina

“Lay off!” she tells Whiteside when he
refuses to understand that 10 years of .-
high life have been great, but she has .
fallen in love and waris to settle down. ..
Maggie startles Whiteside by telling
him be is a selfish man, and when she
quits ke understands be kas really hurt =
her. Maggie thus sets in motion the fi-
nal actions that redeem Whiteside.
John Hall is very funny as the talent-
ed, totally self-centered writer and ac-
tor, Beverly Carlton. Carlton’s imita-
tions of Bottomley on the phone nearly
saves the day, but Carlton has really |
dropped in to recite his latest workand .
he makes his glamorous departure on .
schedule. "
Kay LaForest as Sarah, the cook -,
with dabs of flour on her face, is amus-
ing. So is John Reddy as John, her hus- -
band and the butler. e
Sharon Murphy gives a good, fey, in- .,
genious performance as dippy “Harriet |
Stanley.” Ms. Murphy runs about in
wispy Victorian outfits, giving White- - ..
side little presents. -
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WHITESIDE, WHO has a monumen-
tal memory, recognizes the infamous
murderess, Miss Sedley, from a photo
she gives him, and turns the tables on
Mr. Staney. Of course, the tables turn
once 4gain as Whiteside slips on the -
porch as he is finally taking leave. . .«

Bill Vanderkloot is canny as Bert . -
Jefferson, owner of the Ohio paper and
an aspiring playwright. He gets his
Maggie, but we never do find out if
hey settle in Ohio. Since Whiteside ..
promises to take his play to Katherine .
Cormell, chances are Maggie and Bill -
will wind up wherever Whiteside winds

up.

All the cameos are played with obvi-
ous enjoyment. These include Mrs.
McCutcheon, played by Ellie Bliss; Mr.
Baker, by Scott Ramseyer Cameron;
Expressman, by Stanley Fiol; Sandy,
the “anarchist boyfriend,” by Chuck °
Peace; technieians and expressman, by
James Kemp, and the choir that sings
offkey, by Bo Vanderkloot, Carol Van- .
derkloof and Campbell Quinn. °

The seript is as funny as when it was -
written. The set by John Lorne, is
super. So is the wheelchair with its con-
venient basket for dumping letters and
ciagarette ashes into. N

mances Friday-Sunday at Roberto's®
Restaurant, 2485 Coolidge, between 11
and 12 Mile roads in Berkley. -
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Robert Vaughn
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Présenting the
Healthy Jones
all you can eat

Thanksgiving Buffet

It’s A Natural!
Thursday, November 27
from 1 p.m. 10 7 p.m.
Only $9.95

Enjoy a variety of hot and cold items

stuffing, all the Holiday Trimmings, fish,
wonderfol vegetable casseroles, sweet
potatoes, appetizers, salads, beverages,
desseits and much, much more. Spend your
Py Joncs
We're looking forward to serving you and

Thanksgiving Holiday with Healt

making your day a memorable onc.

Don'tforget out Seadsy Brunch from 11 2., 3 pa.

ATV IONES

. a0,
TREPHONE (213) 353.7764

MIDDLE AGE CRAZY -eoce

-3:30.5:35-7:50-9:45 [B) ANNMARGARET J/

Darren McGavin

"SNEAX)

EOEN

Twog

(PREVEW.
SIS

rnat s

reatico

M’E’%{u @@

presents:

faurants under one roof. i
Flegant Dining begins at

THE VINEYARDS '

Creative weekly menus feature only the finest in-season entrees. Try one of our
great veal, chicken or seafood entrees —selected and delivered fresh daily. Our
House Specialty: The Originat Vineyard. One-Pound Pork Chop Supreme.
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JOHNLAFFREY'S STEAK BAR
“..turns afternoons into evenings...”
Qutstanding Oster Bar, delicious. Hors D'Oeuvres,
Soups andsalads, great charbrolled steaks or try a slab
orour charbroilednbs,
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THE ANNEX

Now Appearing — Singer Nicole DeVault
Fridays and Saturdays

29230 Franklin Road
at Twelve Mile and
Northwestern Highway

357-3430




