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-backgammon
Michael Klolan

' of the American Backgammon Club

This example was sent in by Ronald
. L. of Canton. In this position, White
rolls double 2s. His question is: Should
White move up to the 3 point with two
28 for a sure escape and move a check-
er from the 8 point to the 5 point and
*" slot/hit on the 4 point or should White
, hit both Black checkers from the 6
pomt with the other two 2s (tempo
., Play?)

' ANSWER: No. Moving up to the 3
point is not a bad play. Hitting both
Black checkers and leaving a shot is.
.- The purpose of a tempo play (tempo
in backgammon refers to borrowing a
it of time — foreing yout opponent
waste his next roll) is to stop your
pponent from doing something drastie
to you on his next roll (like hitting andr

; William Shanks (left) of Delrou and Darrell Zink of ap-
pear in the Fourth Street Playhouse production of “When You Comin’
Back Red Ryder?”

covering a home-board point).

In this position White wants to ae-.
complish two goals: 1) Move up to the
front of Black’s prime for a sure es-
cape and 2) hit Black and close more
home-board points.

To execute this objective, the most
effective play would be to move a

checker from the 8 and 6 points — hit-~

Black and cover the 4 point. By moving
a checker from the 1 point to the 3
point, White may either escape with
this checker on his next roll or cover it.

Although with this play White will be
using his last two spare builders on the
6 and 8 points, he will prohibit Black
from running out. Also whether or not
Black stays on the bar White will be in
excellent shape to offer the doubling
cube his next turn.
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“When You Comin’ Back Red
Ryder?” by award-winning platywright
Mark Medoff, opens Friday at the
Fourth Street Playhouse in Royal Oak.

Performance times are at 8:30 p.m.
Fridays-Saturdays and 7:30 p.m. Sun-
days through Dec. 20. For tickets and
‘information contact the playhouse at
301 Fourth, or call 543-3666.

The cast includes William Shanks of
Detroit, Jane Schultze of Holly, Bill
Doehring of Rochester, George Hotz of
Troy, Rosaria Cardella of Rochester,
Paul Vigeant _of Royal Oak, Carol

Green of Hills and Darrelt
Zink of Rochester.

The production is directed by Vic
Zink of Avon Township, with scenic de-

Playhouse openlng drama ‘Red Ryder’

sign by Jim Zink and costumes by
Mary Job and lighting by Darrell Zink.

“When You Comin’ Back Red
Ryder?" takes place in an all-night din-
er in a small southwestern town, early
on a Sunday morning just as the night
attendant, Stephen (Red) Ryder turns
his duties over to his daytime couunter-
part, Angel.

Lyle, who runs the motel and filling
station across the road, and a young
couple stop for breakfast. With the en-
trance of another couple, Teddy and
Chery), the existing calm of the diner
quickly vanishes.

With sardonic humor, Teddy begins
to bully the others and succeeds at get-
ting at each,

Ayckbourn

comedy

presented at Studio

“Absent Friends,” a satiric comedy
of British suburban life by Alan Ayck-
bourn, author of “Absurd Person Singu-
lar,” opens at 8:30 p.m. Dec. 10 at the
Wayne State University studio in De-
troit Theatre.

“Absent Friends” continues at the
Studio for two weeks, Wednesday-Sat-
urday, through Dec. 20, with a 4:30 p.m.
matinee Dec. 18.

In “Absent Friends,” a group of mid-
dle-class couples are gathering for a
typically British tea party. This tea
party is a special one, held to cheer up
Colin, an old friend whose fiancee has
drowned.

But Colin is a human cork. Far from
being down, he is chegrful about the
about the whole situation. His happy
chattering reduces everyone to tears or
hysterics, as he unwittingly unmasks
withering marriages, blasted careers
and pretentious gentility.

IN PREVIOUS plags such as “Ab-
surd Person Singular” and “The Nor-
man Conguests,” and again in “Absent
Friends,” Ayckbourn uses his insight
into the silliness of small talk and
chatter to point out the absurdities of

theater

middle-class

today’s conventional
mores.

His targets in “Absent Friends" are
the accepted attitudes towards mar-
nzge Tove and death, putting his work
in the tradition of “The Importance of
Being Earnest” and “The Bald Sopra-
no.” His language also has a ring of Ia-
miliarity that has caused him fo be
called “Britain's Neil Simon.” (In Brit-
ain, Simon is know as “America’s Alan
Ayckbourn.”)

“Absent Friends” is directed by An-
thony Schmitt, with scenie design by
Ralph Blasting and costumes by Vikte
Jankus. Colin is portrayed by Dennis
Green of Detroit. Other cast members
are Mary A. Eldridge of Wayne, Ed-
ward Nahhat of Royal Oak, Kim Cook
of Westland, Charles A. Sock of Red-
ford Township and Sandra Prappas of
Southfield.

“Absent Friends” will be presented
at WSU's Studio Theatre, downstairs at
the Hilberry, Cass and Hancock.
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FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS
Call Mon fhru Sot 9 om -6 pm 5931234

MUSIC BY
JOHNNY TRUDELL'S ORCHESTRA

[OHN GARY
Dec. 8- 13
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JAPANESE:

Reservations Accepted

. RESTAUBRANT
CANTONESE & AMERICAN FOOD
JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE
*EXOTIC COCKTAILSs
Carry-outs on Chiness Food
CHRIES: LUNCHEON 11 Aik3 P
‘DINNERS $9:30 PM FRI & SAT 1 1030 PM
CLOSED MONDAYS

16825 MIDDLEBELT AT 6 MILE, LIVONIA
CLOSED THANKSGIVING DAY

427-3171
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FRESH LAKE TROUT WITH HERBS
Filets merinated in  special
herb sauce. then baked and
served with dil burter

Includes safad. rice pilav or

Telegraph North of 10 Mile
Southield
358.4950

Van Dike South ot 4 Ml
Warren
749670

special person. . .

“* salman Steak
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h
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iled Whilefist;
ing Crab Legs

Stuifed Flounder. »
Lobster Thermador
Fried Shrimp «
Prime Ribs ‘e N.
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‘| LUNCHEOR DaILY
om 5395 .
Cocataits Avaatle
Jimmy
Slmpson (1 'ulu"ly iary rugn
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535 9411
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A Northfield Hilton Gift Certificate is both
timely and timeless. Whenever you give, what-
ever the occasion, to please and impress that
and you fill in the amount.

NORTHFIELD HILTON
5500 Crooks Rd.at I-75
Troy, Michigan 48098
(313)879-2100

INNflation-fighting family fun
every weekend at the'
Farmington Hills Holiday Inn!
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We've

baked

about

OUR 23RD
BIRTHDAY...
BUT YOU GET

" THE GIFT!

people like you for over 23 years.
So celebrate with us by using
these coupons for great roast beef
or your other favorite dishes,
keep the natural taste.

A complete lunch or dinner is
coupons below it's a greater-

than-ever value. We're at 12 near-
by locations.

200/0 OFF ANY PURCHASE
-] THAT'S OUR GIFT TO YOU.

COUPON GOOD
THRU DEC. 24, 1980

ITS

been serving great food to

or roasted, never fried... to

$3.95 and with the 20% off

J

Just presant wis
coupon to our cashier

plesse) save 20%.

SPEEIL AT — o e fr ke i & B
Fnr your out-of-town guests, or just to got way from ]
:Iu:Chmu\ax rush, reserve carly for a single or double foom - o et o
just $40. Dec. 21 - 30 inclusive. ’__ﬁ A e+t UPON DEC.7, Inc.
. B _ﬁ » Double occupancy. Kids under 18 shure parents’ co 08E
2 CHRISTMAS PARTIES - Let us gift wrap yours! f w‘, . ‘\ room free {max. 4 per<ons ‘ropm) « AbenPart oWLes Shopping
We'll cake care of all the degails when you call o Includes continental reakfast i Hofdome Cafe SombiwdaDis  ThMieRd Contwe Sorta i
Catering at 879-2100, ext. 7006, 1 . .
a ® Free use of Holidome Fun Center - SquirslakeRLa  MBeRA &LTS o MeAd
W YEA RS EVE - Chome o o CELE. st L e e EetE
BRATE packsges for auld lang syne! Overnight }ULting greens, 1ing HONG and ol Labbe, b Catel A0tk Oive « SoutileicdMBeRd.  MapleAd
Jaccommodations are included if you wish, so you don't have @ Dunng, live entertainment and cancing in '-M_u ot Bouthheld -'m__-h:'m-l
to worry about driving home in the wee hours, Take an SEAFOOD Jimmy’s restautant and lownge.
elevator home instead. ® Free in-1oom movies,
§ h ® Wide-screen football in lounge Just M this Y
GIFT CERTIFICATE - A lhupﬁhlfnl glf{ for that ® Sports faciities within 5 minutes WHMIBP;:I‘:‘NMH
special pecon on your list They cin use it in [ —— you and your
Hurley's, Wicker Works, or for any of our guest rooms . il o, ot family (1 guest check
Hurley's packsges. 4 B or Com plete Whole Maine s e 'm:{’.}_.",mm,,
. * Moonlight swimming
For more infatmtion o the sboe, ot call 679-2100, Lobster Dinter $11.95 It I prp— THIS COUPOA |
We love to play Santa Claus! Fresh Flounder Stuf fed GOOD FROM
. L. 4 Advance reservations requiredt. Offer goard thra DEC.8 TO
NORTHFIELD HILTON with Crabmeat Dinner $11.25 May 1, 1981 (excluding New Year's Eve - watch DEC. 24, Incl.
5500 Crooks Rd. at 175 . for our special “ring in the new” package). COUPON oz
Troy, Michigan 48098 . * Al Park Mt Clemena-Gistiot  » Southland Shopping
18792100 - 30100 Telegraph N. of 12 Mile < | Farméngton Hills . e SaiL, | (et
Open Monday thru Saturday Holiday Inn SqanslatRes  MieRdAETS ke R
Major Credit Cards = L g wd + Yol
- IB123 W10 Me Ry, Farnuagion Hills, M1 48204 . 11 Mile. Orchurd Lake &
u Reservations 642-1373 & Outee Drive . MieRd. Ml Rd
, ) 13131 477.4000 - « Exstand-Koly & ‘Southield + Wontiand Wpme &
F: \ y operated by Atel Maoanement Co untler i \ SR Conm .
’ - i -t v »



