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Old ways draw Catholics
to rebel Redford church

Each Sunday, 350-400 Catholics trav-
el from all over metropolitan Detroit
-ln attend Mass in a Redford Township
bmldmg that once was a Mormon
" chureh.

Those who gather at St. Pius X Cath-
‘olic Church, 23310 Joy, hear a Mass in
“Latin celebrated by a priest who faces
vthe altar rather than the congregation.
He follows the forms that character-
“ized the Mass in the days before Vati-

that “the Archbishop of Detroit would
say that what we do here is illegal as
far as the Catholic Church is con-
cerned.”

But he added that he feels nelther the
archbishop nor the pope “have the au-
thority to outlaw traditions of the

obviously detrimental to the church
one of several other pn%'s comeshere and have been condemned by former
in his stead.

“Whatever rules existed years ago
exist now in our society,” added the
priest, who looks younger than his 30
years.

The church is part of a growing list
of institutions established in several
countries by the Society of St. Pius X,
founded in 1970 by Archbishop Marcel
LeFebvre in Freborg, Switzerland.

Such moves are detrimental, he said,
because there has been “a loss of voca-
tions and a dramatic decline in atten-
dance.”

WHEN FOUNDED a decade ago, the
Society of St. Pius X had sanction from
its Swiss diocese but not from the Vati-
can. It chose as its gatron a pope who

SANBORN was not hesitant to note .

church and replace them with what is -

A young seminarian at the time the
society was founded, he discovered its
purposes matched his own thinking.

The feeling was that reforms of the

council, such as using the vernacular

and having the priest turn away from
the tabernacle, “were borrowed from
Protestantism and were the very things
condemried by the pope at the time of
Martin Luther.”

“It is part of the theology of the Mass”

that the priest performs the Mass; the
people participate by prayer but have
no essential role,” he added.

Sanborn heard about the society
while experiencing his own doubts
about Vatican II. He elected to.enter
LeFebrve seminary less than a year af-
ter it was founded in November 1970,

ABOUT THE TIME he began his

found out about us in 1973 and a priest
was assigned in the Detroit area.”

Services were held first in Ferndale
and Royal Oak. In October 1978, the so-
ciety purchased the Redford church
from the Church of the Latter-day
Saints.

Some 200 persons worship in the Ar-
mada location each Sunday. The soci-
ety also runs mission groups in Sagi-
naw and Traverse City, renting a hall
once a month.

Other churches are in Cleveland,
Norfolk, South Bend and Cincinnati.
There is a priory (a monastery) on
Long Island and a boarding school at -
St. Mary, Kansas.

All are served by priests from the so-
ciety’s St. Thomas of Aquinas seminary
at Ridgefield, Conn.,, which Sanborn
serves as rector. Different spiritual

during the week, and he said that can
be a problem. .

“But we ask people to be very sensi-
tive to needs and keep us informed,” he
added. “And if there were a major
need, we would fly out. Even when
priests: are in the parish, there are:
many times when they do not get there
in time anyway.”

IN REDFORD, Sunday Masses are
held at 10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. There
are daily Masses at 8 p.m. Friday and
at 7:30 a.m. Saturday, but these do not
fill the Sunday obligation.

‘The traditional Baltimore Catechism
is taught Thursday nights for all in
grade school and high school.

Leadership in all the established par-
ishes is being stepped up, but slowly, as

And it is precisely its return to the
past through rejection of Vatican II
that appeals to members of the St. Pius
X congregation. It's also the reason
worshippers come from as away as
Troy and the downriver area.

*can Il

- “It’s just as if you turned the clock
~back,” said the Rev. Donald Sanborn,
*pastor. He flies in from Connecticut
~some weekends to celebrate Mass and
< lead the local flock. On other weekends,

reigned early in this century and con-
demned earlier attempts at reforms in
the Mass and Catholic dogma.

“It aimed to preserve Catholic tradi-
tion and the Mass the way it was before
Vatican II,” said Sanborn.

seminary training in Switzerland, a
group of Catholics in Detroit were find-
ing equal dissatisfaction with their
church.

- They invited a priest to say tradition-
al Mass, Sanborn said, “and then they

training continues.

leaders go to the various churches. Thirty-five seminarians and three

brothers are at the Connecticut school
and four nuns trained in France soon
will come to this country to serve in the
boarding school.

“We change around,” he said. “We
might even decide on the way to the
airport to switch destinations.” No
priests are on hand in the local parishes
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FARMINGTON HILLS BAPTIST CHURCH

28301 Midclebelt Road « 'a Mile N. of 12 Mile

 GRADED BIBLE SCHOO!
'WORSHIP SEAVICES
CHILDREN'S C
WEDNESDAY FAMILV IiGHT.
Douglas B. Brown, Pastor
Danisl Curry, Miniater of Music and Youlh
Nursory provided at All Services
C.B.A. Affilisted

No Steps

Ample Parking

WARD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF LIVONIA
Farmingron and Six Mile Roads 422-1150
Worship and Sunday School: 8:30, 10:00 & 11:30 a.m.

HOLY COMMUNION
“Prophecies of Christ’s Birth"
Dr. Bartlett L. Hess
7:00 P.M.
“The Nativity” '
Musical Drama presented by the Chance! Choir
Wednesday— School of Christian Education
Family Dinner: 6:00 PM—Classes & Choir: 7:00 PM

Sunday Service Broadcast
9:30 A.M., WMUZ-FM 103.5

’(Christian Science Churches
FIRST CHURCH OF CﬂRlST, SCIENTIST
BIRMINGHAM

Nursery Provided at All Servlces
2-1150

Janet Ritter

*191 Chester at Willits - -

SUNDAYSERVICES

SUNDAY

WEDN ESDAY TESTIMONY MEETING ...
READING ROOM - 355 East Maple 644-7935

Mon., Tuss. 8:30-5: SOand'l 9; Wed., Sat. 9:30-5:30; Thu,, Frl. 9:30-9

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST

FRANKLIN-MEADOWLAKE
Maple at Inkster
SUNDAY SERVICES
SUNDAY SCHOOL

WEDNESDAY TESTIMONY MEETING ...

READ\NG ROOM - 4361 Orchard Lake Rd. - 851-7740
Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., Sat: 10-5:30; Friday: 10-9

All are welcome at the'above church services and Roading Rooms.
Sunday a:

Chitd care facilitie:

LESSON-SERMON SUBJECTS FOR DECEMBER
Dec. 7-God, The Only Cause and Creator

Dec. 14 - God, The Proserver of Man

Dec. 21 - s the Univarss, Including Man, Evolved by Atomic Ferce?
Dec. 28 - Christian Science




