Small business voices woes at state confabs

By SANDRA ARMBRUSTER

There are some small business own-
ers around the state who are doing a lot.
of big planning. And one of them is
Dave Willett, publisher of Associated
Newspapers Inc., headquartered in
Wayne. .

Willett is one of 11 small business
owners and operators from across the
state who have formed an executive
council to work with the Michigan De-
partment of Commerce. Together, they
are planning the state’s first Small
Business Conference.

“President Carter spoke of less gov-
ernment, and now the new president is
saying the same thing,” said Willett.
“When both parties start talking the
same language, you begin to find out
what the real problem is.”

Calling himself an “entrepreneur, not
a flag waver,” Willett believes this con-
ference will, nevertheless, flag the
problems of small businesses. The se-
ries of forums and delegate meetings
will result in a report next May, direct-
ing the concerns of small business peo-
ple toward state officials.

“Today government has gotten out of
hand,” said Willett recently at a meet-
ing of the Westland Chamber of Com-
merce. “We are overregulated and
overtaxed while government is over-
spending.

’

“It's time something is done about
it,” he added.

Willett calls small business the
“awakening giant. - It's where the
growth in the economy will take place
because big business is stagnant.”

HOW BIG IS small when it comes to
businesses in ‘Michigan? Willett says
that Michigan has adopted a definition
of a small business originally approved
at White House small business confer-
ence which he and others on the council
attended last June.

“Basically it's determined by the
number of employees you have,” said
Willett. “If you have 499 or fewer,
yowre a small business. There were
people there (at the White House con-
ference) with 2,000 people who were
hostile because they considered them-
selves small business.

“But in Traverse City, they couldn’t
believe that it (the limit) was set that
high,” he said.

“We suggest that the regulations and
paperwork be tailored to the ability of
an individual to deal with the paper-
work,” Willett continued. “It's ridicu-
lous for an employer with four people
to go throught he same red tape as
someone who can turn it over to a legal
or accounting department.”

Willett expects the statewide confer-
ence to “facilitate improved conditions

Mortgage payment
ratio soon to change

With housing costs escalating daily,
.the old income-mortgage payment ra-
tio formula is changing too.

Leading the campaign for change in
this area are the Mortgage Guarantee
Insurance Corp., the nation’s largest
private insurer of home mortgages,
and the Federal Home Loan Mortgage

Corp., a quasi-public organization that
is a major purchaser of mortgage loans
from saving ins,tituuons. 1t is common-
ly called Freddie Mac, _‘

The traditional rule of thumb for
monthly mortgages payment should
not exceed one quarter of gross month-

(Contizued on Page 12D)

for small business.” Here's how it will
work:

TWELVE FORUMS are being held
across the state this fall. The forums
will have a double purpose. Workshops
will focus on issues and recommenda-
tions from small business people who
attend them. Their comments will be
noted by task forces established to
study specific issues.

Task forces have been assigned to
the following issues: Capital availabili-
ty and retention, minority business, in-
novation and technology, state procure-
ment practices, women in business,
state government regulation, interna-
tional trade, economic policy and gov-
ernment programis, education, training
and technical assistance, business in-
surance, future of small business and
energy.

Delegates also will be chosen at the
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forums to study task force reports at
regional caucuses and, finally, to for-
mulate a report to the governdr at a
state conference in May. .

Five of the forums have already
been held. Others scheduled are Dec. 4
in Warren at the Imperial House, Dec.
11 in Troy at the Troy Hillon, Jan. 8 in
Detroit at the Plaza Hotel, Jan. 15 in
Flint at Mott Community College, Jan,
22 in Lansing at the Civic Center, Jan,
29 in Grand Rapids at the Grand Cen-
ter and Feb. 3 in Kalamazoo at the Hil-
ton.

To register for the forurs, which run
from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., write to the
Michigan Conference on Small Busi-
ness, Michigan Department of Com-
merce, 4th Floor, Law Building, P.0.
Box 3004, Lansing 48909.

Fee is $10 in advance, or $15 at the

door.
Willett said that small business own-
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ers and managers may attend and be
elected as a delegate from any forum.

DELEGATES WILL be both ap-
pointed and elected. There will be 148,
or 36 percent, appointed according to
state House and Senate districts. An-
other 55 percent of the delegates will
be elected at the forums. The remain-
ing nine percent are those who also at
tended the White House Conference.
The total number of delegates planned
for the conference numbers 416.

“This isn’t just one more thing that
you don't have time for,” said Willett,
whd added a story he once heard. “Peo-
ple who buy a quarter-inch drill dont
want a quarter-inch drill. They want a
quarter-inch hole.”

Willett said his involvement in the
conference is motivated by his “alarm
with what we face today.” ~

We have to recognize, according to

Willett, that the auto industry and tour-
ism on which the state economy de-
pends are in turn dependent on energy -
and foreign imports. :

“We have to stop inflation by not liv-
ing on tomorrow's income. That's
something government must face and
we all must face,” he continued. “Peo-
ple have to be trained for other job op-
portunities, and we need to attract new
industry with those new employment
opportunities.

“Michigan is not seen as a good place
to do business. Workman's compensa-
tion is the single biggest deterrent,”
Willett said. “The strength of labor
unions and the unrealistically high la-
bor rate bring about increased automa-
tion.”

WILLETT CALLS the state small
business conference a “rare opportuni-
ty and priviledge to participate in the
decision-making process.”

CEILING

S

Y

\ FRESH-FAGE

IRON-ON DEGORATIVE PLASTIC LAMINATE

FRESH-FACE
DEMONSTRATION

SATURDAY
DEC. 6TH
10-2

Bring your room dimensions
for free estimates. See our
beautiful displays >

at both X

Bathroom Vanity

Driftwood or Oak

There's still time

32)

(. Walled Lake Store 21";;%]4;‘ Cabinet $ a5
i s98
to make ) ~— Only cultured
CHRISTMAS SWING! : ;o : ' marbletop.
—and at Pre-Christmas savings Resurface all your kitchen cabinets for about $100 to $150
Yamaha's famous consale pianos with solid s " - -
] e cabinets, complotaly balanced acton Interior Pre-Hung Door
135" Thick, Includes Jambs, Stops & Hinges
SALE 32425 . e o é. drilled for hardware
(Country French $2475) . e Semmsmant
Laun Birch : LBt vun
An i ible Y4 h; Pr m3iaton
oy, Grant o om ot 20x6° 2830 3275 Ty IIMOS. N
year 'round Chnsslmashr 2x68 2950 34. 50 o Rog. 19.95 1 mc
ONLY °4800 20x6°  30.00 36.00
g 3300 39.00 VISIT OUR
Play “Jingle Bell Rock" on your 28x . . BARGAIN BIN
m;g‘:ﬂaﬂr::rrlua mighty little 30x68  34.50 40.50 Over 800
All Yamaha organs have variable tane Specially Priced Doors, Paneling,
P y
levers, 1 finger chords, 12 auto- Windows
ryhms & much more.
YAMAHA » ALVAREZ $AVE $AVE $AVE
E § savei Standards Available AT OUR HOWELL LOCATION
AVE ON GUITARS|
i In 127, 247, 36", 48", 60" T ———
«COMPARABLE SAVINGS ON ALL PIANOS & ORGANS » 35 cac . 'HTEN-UP:FOR THE ‘HOLIDAYS B
MICHIGAN'S OLDEST @YAMAHA 32 36 - BRIGHTE! s . — ) i
PIANO & ORGAN DEALER = Brackets Available !
D\l In 8", 10" and 12°. Save .3 feyictaer
; 37 _— 1 caC by
c¥ Professional Keyboard L\ VR R 99 -
“WHers Quellity, Barvjer a0d Kducation Goma Pirst® 4 0 Gal.  One CoatCoverage
45007 Van Dyke Dally 108 8981 Rockuster RY. i Save 2 O A) on Brackets C&C
\ Sturllag Zelgate e @atwnan 178 & 17 Xlls) J i Req. $7119 Custom Colors *1 add'l. gal.
7388800 "t Ohrlatmes Troy 689-1700 12" Bracket 5150 Cac _‘\.‘“g
- — v e $
Particle Board Shelving Best "\ ek Save 3 99
36" 790 72" spH R _‘m\!ﬂ.mm -sm;:gn eger’l:n-veuowmg 11 ~ ‘
48" 96" 1% {8 3 - OneCost Govars Most Surlsces csg

96°

roate your own esigns . .
acks, holes, Imperioctions
« Avaitatig In Sand or Smooth

- . a gauw““’"s g
B: -/ - 1 vﬁ)‘rg han 105t ool
&forkar, SR - —
BARKERTILE Latex E \ATEXE
{Personal Prosperity) PAMEL SIZE 4'xe'x1 /8" Texture N
C&C Gal.

Practical lessons
in success that work!

Here's one of the biggest opportunities of your life —

T excdng new Do-nYounsel Pusaing
g tha o, v ook mnd el Rt
b cormroe 1.
0ot 32 spurs oot SERITS T panat s e
100k minou1he s, of ove 100 mchvekh
4 LF 45 15 Tub Cocionrs Pansls

PAINT TRAY AND

T T T
a FREE Introductory session to the Claim Your Unlimited \ ROuauR KIT
Potentials Seminar — an amazing new life program that will \ from
help assist you reach every goal, every objective you desire
from life: $ 95 4
C&C
* Increase Your Income d

* Increase Your Self-Satisfaction
Increase Your Self-Confidence

* Be Rich in Your Mind and Your Pocket

* Guaranteed Résults®

Chaose from our
wide varlety of
plastic cloth &

heavy duty

From

55¢

CLOTHS

RS

FREE INTRODUCTORY SESSION . .. mark your calendar
now and make plans to attend!

Date: Wednesday, December 10, 1980
Time: 8:00 - 10:00 p.m.
Place: The Atlanta'Room

HYATT-REGENCY HOTEL
Dearborn, Michigan

'

*When you enroll in the 12.month Clalm Your Unlimited
Potentials Course, Potentials Unlimited, Inc. guarantees a
complete refund of all course fees If your income doesn't in-
crease at lsast 50 percent in the year you take the'course!

8 4, Inc., Alto, Mich
+ Since 1976 the natlon's largest
ni of self-help progi

by
49302 « 616-891-9167
creator,
and tapes.




