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No harp seal role for Oakland-based

environmentalists fighting the times

By TOM LONERGAN

Members of the East Michigan Envi-
ronmental Action Council (EMEAC)
can easily recap the organization’s 10-
year history on both fingers.

At least 10 major environmental and
pollution control laws are on the books
that weren't there in 1969.

“The legislative achievements of the
environmental movement in Michigan
during the 1970s were spectacular,” the
non-profit organization boasts in its
1979 annual report.

But while the Oakland County-based
environmental group cheers a decade
of gains, the 1980s poses a common but
pressing problem for any voluntary or-
ganization — survival,

MONEY FROM private foundations
and such groups as the American Lung
Association and the Junior League of .
Birmingham have kept EMEAC afloat
since it was founded on “Earth Day,” in
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No compromise on M-275

gy, the resources and the land, we'd
keep playing Chinese checkers.”

The group has been a long-time op-
ponent of the propesed M-275 express-
way in western Oakland County and
“super sewer” in western Wayne and
Oakland counties.

Modified versions of both have been
approved in the past year, cIthough M-
275's future remains to be decided in
. Washington D.C.

The environmental movement began
as a “pollution control thi1g,” says So-
betzer.

In southeast Michiga:, EMEAC’s
early focus was water qrality and the
reduction of detergent-ba ;ed phosphate
wastes in rivers and streams.

An Army Corps of Iingineers flood
control project along tne Clinton River
in Macomb and Oakland counties was
also an early target of EMEAC and
other environmentalists. The corps has
since incorporated many of the group's
suggestions, Sobetzer said.

JOHN SOBETZER
Ten new laws

servative political views. To him, an
environmentalist is “anybody whose ox
is being gored at the moment.”

As an example, he cited the recent
controversy in Bloomfield Township
over state-ganctioned spraying of the
" pesticide Sevin to control £ypsy moths.

Hundreds of the affluent township's
homeowners protested the state Agri-
cultural Department’s plans.

“They are the same people who
wouldn't dare call themselves environ-
mentalists on other issues,” Sobetzer
said.

EMEAC HAS applied for a federal
grant through the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency to open a toxic waste
information center in the region. What

. a more conservative Reagan adminis-

tration in Washington will mean to the
grant and envirormental programs re-
mains to be seen. EMEAC receives no
government funds now, Sobetzer said.
If an anti-environmental protection
attitude exists, it's due to pollution con-
trol being “caught up in the anti-regu-

latory framework,” Sobetzer said. “It
doesn’t mean Reagan isn't going to at-
tack it (the EPA and other agencies),”

he added.

But Sobetzer notes the environmen-
tal movement's political “diversity.”
Its components range from the con-
servative Nationai Audubon Society to
the more activist Friends of the Earth,
one of the many groups spawned from
the "60s and '70s environmental aware-
ness days.

“We are challengers of traditional”
assumptions,” said Sobetzer. “Even
though we don’t go rumning in the
streets like loonies, we're still
perceived by conservative people as
threatening.”

IN THE PUSH for wetlands preser-
vation, EMEAC allied with both urban
liberals and rurai conservatives.

EMEAC was part of a coalition ulled
together by Detroit City Council
dent Erma Henderson to support anu-
redlining provisions in last year's Es-
sential Insurance Act passed by the
Legislature,

April 1970

‘When the foundation money dried up,
the group decided to push for miore in-
dividual members, who pay annual
dues from $5 (seniors and students) to
$100 (patrons). General member dues
are $10.

The group just completed a year-
long membership drive with the help of
the Harder Foundation, a private trust

_ that matched the regular dues of new
members. EMEAC claims about 400 in-
dividual members, not including mem-
bership among smaller, more single-is-
sue ecology groups.

“It (funding) hasn't been too bad until
now,” said EMEAC President Eliza-
beth Harris, a Bloomfield Hills attor-
ney. “We assume we're going to be in
the fundraising business from now on.”

GRAND OPENING SALE

THE GROUP hasn't always been at

confrontational during its 10 years, de-
spite the controversy of the issues. “We
support compromises,” said EMEAC
President Harris. “We don't go on and
on ourselves on one position.”

But, she says, there are some groups
with which EMEAC probably won't
compromise. One is the highway lobby
regarding M-275, proposed for the
lakes region of western Oakland Coun-
ty. “We're on opposite sides of the ring.
We'll just continue to slug it out,”
Harris said.

EMEAC members say both M-275 -
and the Northwestetn Highway exten-
sion probably would have been built by
now had not protestors pushed for envi-
ronmental impact statements on both
projects.

Sobetzer says EMEAC's membership
is a mix of people with liberal and con-

which shares office space in Troy with
Concern, Inc.

Half of the group's 16 ber board
of directors are either professors or
lawyers whom Sobetzer describes as
“lay experts.” Chairman is zoologist
Philip T. Clampitt of Ferndale. Paul
Tomboulian is a chemist at Oakland
University.

“We provide the more activist local
groups with the expertise and informa-
tion,” said Sobetzer. “Our focus has al-
‘ways been information.”

The group’s Guide to the Michigan
Environmental Prolection Act has
been used by the state Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) and the
House of Representatives Conservation
Committee. Local and regional govern-
ment agencies have relied on EMEAC
for information as well.

Among the more recent years suc-
cesses pushed by EMEAC members

ture last year, and the returnable bot-
tle law, adopted by voters in a 1976
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To Bring You a Much Wider Selection
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Sobetzer describes the group’s focus
for the '80s as three-fold:

@ Opposing urban sprawl or further
development in the semi-rural areas of
the region,

@ Monitoring enforcement of Michi-
gan’s environmental laws.

@ Promoting individual conserva-
tion of fuel and all energy resources.

A toxic waste information center is
also planned.”

WE ARE MOVING

To A Significantly Larger Gallery

251 E. MERRILL

(Merrillwood Building)
Across from our previous location

Birmingham + 644-7311
More than 1000 Rugs on Sale
from 20-30% off Regular Prices
We buy old Oriental Augs « Expert Washing & Repair Service

SOBETZER SEES a slowing of ur-
ban spraw! in the region, which stopped
growing in population during the 1970s.

“It's going to be slow because of the
economics,” he said. “It would be better
to have the growth in Troy than in Oak-
land Township. If there were the ener-

EMEAC IS “very .much of an ex-
pertise group — almost a consultant,”
says John Sobetzer, 29, a lawyer who
has been the group’s exceutive director
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Smillimeter cultured pearl studs on 14kt
gold posts for pierced ears. A current classic
as basic to your-wardrobe as the blazer. .. And
at our value price;a-mest appropriate gift.
$25. (Enlarged to show detail}
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Modern Times: Seiko’s New Ultra- Thin Quartz Watch.

Modern times: Seiko’s new ultra-thin quartz watch: They've made their
thin quartz walch suII thinner yet! And they've done it wnh absolule
gract d i precision. A ingly b

time-piece, 5o sleek, so efegant, so wafer-thin—it’s the watch toownin

the '80s. And because it's a quartz, it never needs winding and is
incredibly accurate. With a rectangular face and stick numerals; *425.
Mens watch; '595. Also for ladies: '540. In Fine Watch In Fine Watch Collections —where we are a the
Collections— where we are all the things you are. things you are.. g:hs ;ust nghr for you.

*Wasranty available without charge upon it
wiitten request fo Saks Filth Avenue. et o Saks Fith Avee

Our Seiko representative, Jeff Geftos will be in our
Troy store Saturday, Dec. 6 T1AMto 6 PM.

Limpetial by Movado...for the most modern, the most elegant time.
+ Slim, precise and gleaming. our quartz bracelet watch* from
Switzerand is masterfully crafted and fashioned in stainless steel
with 14K gold-plated dot. It waterresistant and never néeds
winding—yet is accurate to within one minute per year!




