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{Old-fashioned political back-scratch-

By TOM LONERGAN

ing caused two western"Wayne County *

" slate representatives fo switch their
votes and support the -controversial
$800,000 state subsidy to the Pontiac
Sjlverdome last week.

:Under pressure from Oakland Coun-
ty legislators and.Silverdome lobbyists,
Ljvonia Republicans Jack Kirksey and
Sylvia Skrel voted to continue the
state’s_annual contribution to the 5-
year-old stadium’s debt retirement.

i Inreturn, they got assurances of con-

Artists Series begins

tinued state grants of $800,000 to t.he
city of Livonia and $775,000 m the city
of Northville for policing traffic gener-
ated by the Detroit Race Course and
Northville Downs, rgspectively.

‘Even though House opponents of the
Silverdome subsidy prevailed (56-31),
the grant is expected to be reinstated
by the Senate this week. The entire bill
will then go to a joint legislative con-

- ference committee.

BOTH LEGISLATORS initially
voted with the House of Representa-
tives majority (62-30) Wednesday to re-

with Romantic touch

"The American Artists Series will be-
gin its 11th year Jan. 11 with a pro-
gram of Romantic works by Beetho-
ven, Mendelssohn and Gaure, per-
formed by a chamber group of musi-
clans of the Détroit Symphony
Orchestra.

'The season of six concerts runs
through May 3, with concerts scheduled
for Feb. 1, March 8 and 29 and April 12,

‘The scope of the series is wide and
guest performers include international
luminaries of the theater, Detrolt Sym-
pheny Orchestra musicians and many
of Michigan’s fine concert artists.

This season’s guests include actress
Irene Worth; the prize-winning Ameri-
can String Quartet; and Tom Kneebone
and Dinah Christie, stars of Stratford
Festivals in a jazz review of songs and
dances,“From Shakespeare to ,Son-
dheim.”

Season tickets at $35 for six concerts
are now on sale and may be obtained
by calling 647-2230. Individual concert .
tickets are -available on the day of the
coneert at $7.50 each when available.
Concerts on Feb. 1 and March 8 are $10
each. Student tickets (with LD.) are
half-priced.
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SheinoLane
Comforter

SToREOMLY

30886 Orchard Lake Road
Farmington Hills, Mich. 48018
(313)626-4313

Daily 9:30-6:00
Mon. & Thurs. 9:30-8:00

Bedspreads

MAKE YOUR BEDI

AND SAVE UP TO 50%

37041 Grand Aiver

Farmington, Micn. 48024
. 13)478-3133

313)

Daily 9:30-6:00 .
Mon, Thurs i 930630 __{{

“THE BEST $29°° YOU’LL
SPEND THIS WINTER.
KAST'S FALL GAS

FURNACE CHECK-UP.
NOW $29.95
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Quality service. It's the key to your comfort.
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MSTMM & COOLING:
580 S. Telegiaph Road, Pontiac. Call 338.9255
Other offices in Royal Oak. Call 542-3850 or 6427150
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" for Gracious Retirement Living
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move the Silverdome subsidy from the
annual grants and transfers bill.

Then, according to Kirksey, the
phone started ringing. He said he was
called by “three or four senators and a
couple of lobbyists.”

The calls, said Kirksey, were “of a
nature that said, ‘If you vote to take the
(Silverdome) money out, we're going to
do everything we can in the Senate to
take your race track money.’ ”

When the Silverdome vote came up
again on reconsideration’ Wednesday,

Skrel and Kirksey voted against cutting -

the money out of the bill. The city of

Pontiac uses the $800,000 .to pay off

SKREL WOULDN'T say she was

pressured to change her vote, but add-
ed, “that implication (of Livonia's mon-
ey for the race track being in jeopardy)
was there. .

“There are certain side shiows always
going on,” she said.

“If I had_no race track (in the dis-

trict), T probably would have thought

differently (about the Silverdome is-

.sue). We did make that agreement long

before I was here.”

‘The Silverdome subsidy and state aid
to cities with race {racks comes from
the same pot — state taxes on race
track betting. Besides Livonia and
Northville, the current bill has
$800,000 for Hazel Park, $162,000 for
Jackson and $127,000 for Saginaw.

Kirksey said the annual grant to

Thursday, December 11, 1980 .
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Livonia is “not a subsidy, but reim-

bursement for expenses,” primarily po-

lice security and traffic control when
* DRCisopen.

“I RESENTED having to vote that
‘way, but I felt obligated to do so,” said

irksey. “It would have been a disaster
to Livonia and Northville if those funds
had been in jeopardy.” -

Kirksey's district is the only ong in
Michigan with two race tracks.

‘Tom Griffith, a city accountant, said
the state money goes in Livonia’s gen-
eral fund. “A piece of it goes to every
activity within that general fund,” he
said

Livoia Police Chief Robert Turner
'said the city has *22 to 30" officers ass-

ilverdome subsidy: lesson in political maneuvers

inged to DRC daily when it's open, in-
cluding “four to seven” plain-clothes of-
ficers inside. .
“They would have a lot of thefts if we
weren't there,” Turner said. He esti-
mated that cest of police service alone
approaches $300,000 annually, includ-
ing time spent by officers pragessing
arrests and appearing in court. :
“When it's empty, we still keep pa-
trollipg it,” he added. Turner said the
track is usually open eight months a

year.

Other western Wayne legislators
sup] removal of the Silverdome
subsidy. They include state Reps. John
Bennett, D-Redford, Thomias Brown, D-
Westland, William Keith, D-Garden
City, and Roy Smith, R-Saline.

On the 1 st Day \

. of Christrnas
... my true love gave
| ome e
ina pear tree,

“Special 1.7
$120.

Concord Rocker
Arrowback style in dark
anlique pine finish with. .
touches o! gold-stenciling.

On the 2 nd Day

of Christmas
...y true love gave to
me, two turtle doves.

Genuine Top-Grain
Leather Lounge Chair
and Ottoman

Leather mellows with age and has
arichness unmatched by other
covers. Saddle or rust colors only.

Special, 2 pieces, $799.

Genuine Top-Grain Leather
Barcalounger Recliner
“Wallounger" style...never more than
312" fromwall even when fully reclined!
Brown leather only. -

Special $799.

On the 3 rd Day \\‘

of Christmas
... my true love gave to me,
three French hens.

On the 4 th Day
of Christmas

.. my true love gbave tome,
four calling bieds. <

e

Sligh
Kneehole Desk
Choice of biteh or oak with black vinyl,
gold-tooled top. 7 drawers including
deep fie drawers. 46 x 23x 29 h.
Special $499.

On the 5 th Day
of Christmas

... my crue love gave o
me, five golden rings.

24x14x78h.

Special
N $999.

e
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On the 6!/} Day

of Christmas
..oy true love gave co me,
six geese alaying.

MY

“Newport”
Gesso
Decorated
Cherry
Floor
Clock

Has chain
wound triple
rod chime
withlyre
pendufum,
gold dial, gold
spandrels.
silver moon
dial.

79" high

. Speéia/
$899.

On the 7 th Day

of Christmas
... my true love gave to me,
seven swans a-swimming.

“Eartof
Normandyg s
Floor
Clock

Ashsolids &
veneers with
Carpaitian
elmbutt
overlays,

“weight-
driven,
cable-wound
9-tube triple
chime, moon
dial, targe iyre
pendulum.
86" high.

TONLY...
Special
$2499.

i

" hardwoods
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On the 8Ib Day \!

of Christmas
- my true love gave to me,
cight maids a.milking.

Mirrored
Back
Curio
Cabinet

2-door
Curio
crafted of
pecan
veneers and
selected

has glass
shelves,
door locks,
2interior
lights. 24 x
15x72h.

Special
$449.
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J On the 9:5 Day

of Christmas
... my true love gave to
. me, nine ladies dancing.

- Cheval
Mirrors
Choosefrom maple.
mahogany, pine,
ofi-white, brasa,
oak or cherry.

Special.

© We hz;nur Visa Card, Master Card,
Wiggs Plan 25. Open evenings, except
“Saturdays, until $to Christmas.
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J On the 1 01/1 Day

N

of Christmas
.+~ my teue love gave to me,
ten lords a-leaping.

Special
$499.

. Hi-Lo Game Table

40° diam Cloverleaf style fruitwood
finish Table has laminated,
ma-resistant top. Adjusts from
cocktail table to dining height, . r
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On 1the 1 1 th Day -
of Christmas .

-..my true love gave to me,
eleven pipers piping.

Ethan Allen
Wine ‘'n' Cheese ~
Butcher Block Server

Antique pine finish has

maple butcher block top
with drop leaves, wheels.
Opensto54 x 14x32h,

¢ Special§229. A
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4080 TELEGRAPH RD. (at Long Lake Rd.

Ké}; On the

Allitems Shown are in Stock
for Delivery Now!

BLOOMFIELD HILLS

1 2!/7 Day

of Christmas !
... my true love gave to me, i
twelve drummers drumming. |

Henredon Four Centuries
Bombe Breakiront

Solidash with olive ash burl & ash
veneers. Has lighted interior, adjustable
glass shelves, sitver drawer.

78x 16x85h. - .

-$3965.

o G14.7370




