‘Kristin Ashare sparkles

Kristin Ashare of, Bloomfield Hills
finished among the top four at the Na-
“tional Girls' 12 Indoor Tennis Cham-’
plonships in Memphis, Tenn., recently.

Despite being seeded hm- Ashare
defeated the No. 1 ‘seed, Stephanie
Rehe of California, in'the quarterfma]s
8-1,0-6, 6-3.

‘Ashiare is coached by John Trump in
F‘ranldm Racquet Club’s ]uruor pro-

Bloomheld Hills’ Linda Fmsel made

it to the quarterfinals of the recent Na-
tional Girls' 14 Indoor Tennis Cham:
pionship at Franklin Racquet Club,
placing her in the top 12 ﬁmshers inthe
national event.

™ qoubles competition, Kelly David-
son-and Chris Gilles of Farmingtomr
Hills and Plymouth, respectively, de-
feated the No. 4 seeds, Carling Bassett
of Canada and Marianne Werdel of Cal-
ifornia.

Coaches asked to call

Varsity prep coaches from the.Ob-
server & Eccentric area are encour-
afed to call in their sports results for
the winter sports season.

‘The O&E sports lines will be open 8-
11 p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Fridays this month.

Coaches from _ the Birmingham-

Bloomfield, Farmington, West Bloom-
field, Southfield, Troy and Rochester
communities are asked to call in their
results immediately after each contest.

Weekend results should be reported
on Monday mornings after 10 a.m.

The sports lines are 644-1101, 644-
1103 and 644-1105.

Club sponsors running clinic

The Jewish Community Center
Runners Club is sponsoring a “Fun
Run/Demonstration” at 9 a.m. Sunday.

Charlie Blanchard, owner of the To-
tal Ruaner in Southfield, will discuss
cold-weather running and offer jogging

tips.
The demeonstration takes place at the

Jewish Community Center lobby.
Runners will have choice of one-, three-
or six-mile runs over scenic residential
roads,

Refreshments will be available. Call
661-1000, ext. 180 for more informa-
tion.

Jan. 5 to March 10, 1981.
-Plan for a New You in '81.
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Male egos destroy fun of playing doubles

How many married players can you think of who enjoy playing tennis
together as partners?

1t is probably difficult to think of just one, and you will spend a week
thinking of two.

‘Why is it a problem? Why can’t two nice people enjoy tennis together?
Possibly the blgg%t pmblem is the male ego It is tender and fragile and
gets hurt much too easily.

Men are bigger, stronger and can run faster. They can hit the ball harder
and this allows them to hit the ball into the back.fence and drill holes in the
net.

I'D LIKE TO have a nickel for every time I've seen the man hit the final
shot into the net. Then he proceeds to blame his partner with a look, word or
nothing at all.

Maybe she is in the wmng position or hasn't hit the ball properly, or.at
least as the man thinks it should be hit.

It is the rare man who thinks that his partner might not know where to
stand or that she might not know where to hit the ball or that he is wrong
and doesn't recognize that the problem is bothering her nfore than it is him,

The macho male makes life miserable for his partner and in turn for his
opponents.

More than likely, he is involved in a social game that is only going to last
for a couple of hours. He does not take a moment to think about that aspect
of the game and put the situation in perspective.

IT IS USUALLY the female who gives in and makes light of the situation,
otherwise the problem only gets worse. She has a terrible afternoon, but
that doesn’t make any difference to her partner.

Ask the male why,he feels the need to correct and direet his partrer and
he will tell you that he is the better player and therefore should direct his

partner. He cannot seem to understand that his “helpful comments” are
making the situation worse and causing his team to be defeated.

Furthermore, the male will tell anyone whe is within the sound of his
voice that the game would be easier to play without his partner. He secretly
wishes and sometimes not so secretly that she would find her way to the
sidelines.

There would be nothing less than the divorce court, should the woman’
open her mouth and give her husband semething he richly deserves.

‘THE MAN WANTS to win to prove himself. And in the process, he forgets
the most important rule to winning in doubles — never get mad at your
partner. He succeeds only in cuasing anger and depression and his mate's
game going downhill.

This past summer 1 watched a mixed-doubles club-tournament final
where the stronger team lost in straight sets. The match was close until the
woman on the losing side, who is a tournament player, began making error
after error after error.

And each time 'she made an error, her partner would show his displeas-
ure. At one point, he said loudly for all to hear, “Can't you get the ball over
the net?”

The woman quietly kept her thoughts to herself. After the final point was
lost, she thanked him for asking her to play and quickly left.

THE MAN WILL probably never know what really happened on thé
court. They could have won i it hadn't been for his ego.

* Women are not totally free of guilt in this area. I've seen them scream at
their partners and then proceed to miss the next three shots. Women can be
miserable too, but they da not come close to reaching the depths of men.

Men want so terribly to win yet they never learn not to become angry
with their partners.

David Stewart writes a weekly tennis column for Ihe Eccen-
tric newspapers.
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