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world of play

Third of a five-part series

_ Toys are like clothes. Kids outgrow them every
few months. This makes toy buying not only expen-
sive, but never-ending. Toys must, therefore, be se-
lected with cdre and attention. Fortunately, chil-
dren usually give clues as to their interests’ and
abilities.

There are several questions to ask yourself when
searching for playthings for your children. First,
what do they play with most often, enjoy doing the
most and what types of toys do they turn to when
bored, tired, or restless? -

Second, what toys do they have and enjoy that
can be expanded.on?

Third, what toys can.be added that can be played
with by more than one child at a time?

QUALITY COUNTS. Children don’t care how
much a toy costs. But the toy that falls apart soon
after purchase can be a very disheartening experi-
ence, .

Be sure the toy you select conforms to safety
standards with no obvious sharp edges or points,
sound makers that can damage hearing, projectiles
that can damage eyes, and electric parts that don't
meet mandatory safety requirements.

The most important consideration when buying
toys is their suitability. Children from ages 5 to 8
vary considerably in interests and in abilities. With-
in each age level some children may have highly
developed muscle control or finely tuned world per-
ceptions while others are just beginning.

THE 5- AND G-year-old is a squirmy, wiggly,
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highly active personality. Games with rules are
lHiked, but complicated strategy and foresight are
still beyond grasp. He or she likes to be first, to win,
to be at the center of things, with erratic friend-

ships. .

By 7 the child has become more serious and re-
flective and takes pleasure in solitary pursuits.

By 8 friendships are very important, but there is
a definite of the sexes. The 8-y 1d is
curious.and can be quite a collector. He enjoys dra-
matic play because of a greater self awareness,

‘With such vast differences.in so few years, indi-
vidual toys must be flexible enough to last through

.many stages of growth.

Suggestions: rollerskates, jump rgpes, dolls to
dress and undress, trains, records, books, hoard
games, sleds, kites, racing cars, decals and stickers,
sewing equipment, more wqrkbench tools, and pup-
pets to appeal to the imitator present throughout
the stages.

Remember it is not the number of toys a child
has, but whether toys fit the needs. .

Patricia Bordman, a freedance writer and
photographer, has taught elementary school
and conducted workshops and lectures on edu-
cation. She is a master’s degree candidate at
Qakland University specializing in early child-
hood. .

Mrs. Bordman welcomes suggestions and
comments. Write her c/o the Observer & Ec-
centric Newspaper, 36251 Schoolcraft Road,
Livonia 48150.
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“The most unique gift shop in the area”

Quality, not qdantity, counts in the serious

Children develop self awareness by age 8
and their play, reflecting energy and enthusi-
asm, becomes more dramatic.
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Announcing...

FABULOUS SAVINGS
'FANTASTICFURS

" We have been designing & manufac-
turing furs for four generations.

Come in & see why manufacturing
does make the difference. .

We're right around the corner in
Hunter’s Square Loehmann’s en-

far.

Fourteen Mile Rd. and Orchard LakeRd
Farmington Hills, MI. 48018 855-3636

©. " CHECKOUR . -
" AFFORDABLE FUR PRICES

and Selby.

'
women's dress and casual shoes
We've assembled 2 collection of dress and casual shoes by some of your favorite
dasigners and priced them sa low you'll want 10 buy several't Come and experience
famous footwear by Bandolino, Bass! Capezic, Caresso, Deliso, Geller. Geppetto. Galo
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A living holiday tree
that will grow on you

I8 it possible to buy a live evergreen
for use as a Christmas tree and then to
plant it in the yard? I hate to spend
money for a tree that caly lasts a few
weeks when they are so expensive, Is
there, anything special I need to know
to make it work?

B.Y., Troy

In the interest of ecology and econo-
my many people have used live ever-
greens as Christmas trees. You can be-
come a part of this group and enjoy
your tree for many years. The follow-
ing guidelines are offered by the U.S.

rootbali- Keep the hole from freezing
by lining it with straw. *

® Move the tree indoors gradually
— to a garage or sheltered area out-
side, to an unheated basement, and fi-
nally to your llving room.

® Keep it there no more than a
week, out of direct sunlight, and away
from radiators or heat vents,

@ Big lights can damage your tree.
‘Use only miniature lights.

' @ Water it, but only enough to keep
the rootball from drying. Too'much wa-

ter, coupled with indoor warmth, may .

new growth. That few

from your lo-
cal nursery for suitable varieties. Some
of the more popular choices for a living
Christmas tree are Scotch pine, Doug-
las fir, balsam fir and blue spruce.
Proper handling is important.

@ Buy a tree that Is balled-in-burlap,
and one that is not too big to handle
easily.

@ If possible, prepare the hole in ad-
vance when' the ground is easy to dig.
Dig it in at least half again as big as the

growth would suffer winter damage .

when you move the tree outdoors.
|

® After you have enjoyed the tree |
for the holidays, reverse the procedure :

and take it outside gradually.

Consumer Mailbag answers your :

questions. Address mail to Concern
Inc, Detroit, 1 Northfield Plaza,
Troy 48098.
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AND MANY MORE WE CAN'T SAY!!!

THREE DAYS

FRIDAY, SATURDAY; SUNDAY
DECEMBER 12, 13,14 -
 {{AM-TPM -
~ SOUTHFIELD CIVIC CENTER
' 10% Mi. & EVERGREEN
- “ABETTERSALE, YOU'LL-NEVEREVERSEE. *
NO CHARGES, NO REFUNDS
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