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For trio of mystery authors

Murder most foul is all in day’s work

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

Ever sirice that first butler gave in to

‘temptation and did in his employer,
mystery fans have been asking, ‘Who-
dunit?’
. Three persons who always know the
‘answer to that question before anyone
_else — authors William Kienzle, Bob
Wilson and William Coughlin
.appeared recently at the Farmington
Hills library to expound on the art of
secaring readers silly.

The trio explamed that it's just as
difficult to write a mystery tale asitis
. to guess the name of the culprit.

" “I get to the point where I want to
get the damn thing over with," said
Coughlin, who has written, among
other books, “The Day of Wrath.”

. He first tries to capture a story in his
imagination, then he begins to put it
down on paper, mindless of his typing
and spelling, which he admits are poor.
. "As I'm writing the first graph, I'm
-telling myself the story.
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“It never occured to me until [ was
giving a lecture that all my books have
a legal background: It was always an
axiom — write about things you know

best,” said Coughlin, a Wayne county
judge.

By day, he can be found in court. By
night, he enjoys a slightly related em-
ployment. He kills people — on paper.

THERE’S NOTHING he likes better
after a rough day on the bench than to
go home to the typewnter and kill off a
few characters.

At the moment, he's trying some-
thing new — to write a novel in which
none of the characters reach an un-
timely death. Luckily for Coughtin, he
has an alternative.

“[ write another series of paperbacks
which by formula you have to kill a
person every third page,” he said.

Oceasionally, his publishers will try
to tone down the bloodbath.

“My publisher will tell me, ‘You
killed 147 people in here. Why don't you
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spare X and Y. They're interesting
characters.

“If Henry Kissinger had the tact my
edllor has, there’d be peace in the
Mideast today.”

When the project is finished, the au-
thors admitted they were consumed by
relief and happiness.

“It's terrible. Horrible. There are no
words to describe how bad it is (to
write),” said Kienzle, a former priest
who broke into mystery writing with
“The Rosary Murders.”

But when a publisher expresses an
interest in the book, the accompanying
feeling combines “rainbows, s\mshlne
and Easter.”

“The only feeling that comes close is
going to the library and looking me
up,” Kienzle joked. -

“THE GLAMOUR of being a pub-
lished author and having long conver-
sations with the publisher never really
came true for Wilson, an attorney.

He went to New York to meet with
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the publisher who had accepted his
book, “Crooked Tree,” expecting to
speak about the art of writing and to
gain great insights into the task.

Instead, the publisher’s agent
stepped into the New York restaurant
“plopped the ‘manuscript down (on the
table) tipped the salad a little and said,
“The way you bring it back to me; that's
the way it gets published, " Wilson
said.

That was the entire literary content
of the conversation for the afternoon.
The publisher proceeded to speak with
Wilson's agent about something else.

“I'm tired of arguing with authors,”
she explained.

Wilson's debut into the world of writ-
ing occurred in the seventh grade dur-
ing a contest sponsored by the Ar-
chdiocesan Development Fund in his
Catholic school.

“I wrote about a monster who kept
on gobbling up nuns,” he remembered,
denying he feit any real ill-will toward
them.
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