‘The Buildings of Detroit’

A treat to the eye and the aesthetic senses
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By JEANNE WHITTAKER Jr. have put to good use in such proj-

) ects as the Detroit Sclence Center.
Whether a lifelong resident or a total Incidentally, though the original seed
newcomer to the metropolitan Detroit ™ company are no longer

community, the reader of W. Hawkins
Ferry's revised edition of the 1968 pub-
lication “The-Buildings of Detroit — A
History” is in for an experience as en-
foyable as sipping mulled wine on a
ralny anzrnoan

FERRY WAS honored for his work
on the revised edition earlier this
month durlng a julnt celebration of the

new and revised edition, because Ferry
notes, “In the 12 years since this book
was flrst published, there has been an

exodus to the suburbs, and

standing, Ferry has preserved them
with amusing candor for generations to
come in the $40 book.

Not only is the book a treat to the
eye, but to the aesthetic senses as well.
‘The historically curious will revel in its
on the lives and activities

ion con-
talns jm under 500 pages, which are
jam packed with photographs, di-

agrams, maps, and historical vignettes.

of the men and women who dreamed,
cajoled, nudged and pushed Detroit into
Lhe forefront of American industry and
the'arts

‘The work is the product of an essen-
tially shy but brilliant architectural
historian and art collector, W. Hawkins
Ferry. Ferry is the son of the late
Dexter M. Ferry Sr., founder of the
Ferry-Morse Sced Co., whose fortune
W. Hawkins and his brother Dexter M.

of- the men and women who commis-
sioned the building of the city’s land-
mark homes, cultural centers, private
clubs and businesses.

‘Though weighty, it is also well layed
out, with easy reference markings,
which lead the reader quickly to the In-
formation.

‘The book also contains a large, clear-
ly marked map that tempts the reader
to begin planning excursions to the
sites of buildings designed by such ar-
chitects as Albert Kahn, Louis Kamper
and Eliel Saarinen and Minoru
‘Yamasaki.

y of
the Wayne Stale Pre:n, which pub-
lilshed the collector’s quality book, at
the Detroit Institute of Arts.

One has to be gﬂtel‘u(l to the city's

Ferry to revise and augment his oﬂgb
nal manuseript.

First Issved in 1968, the original
work has long since been snapped up
and closeted under lock and key by nn
appreciative public.

The fact was frequently mentioned
during the recent festivities surround-
ing the publication and anniversary at
the Detroit Institute of Arts. Specially
invited friends, guests and dignitaries
crowded around the author to extend
their congratulations and the new edi-
tion for his autograph.

OARLAND COUNTY residents
should be particularly interested in the

much of the building activity in the
area has taken place in the satellite cit-
les of Dearborn, Southfleld and Troy.”
To trace the movement, Ferry has
devoted much of newest text to the
porth end of the city, including photo-
gnphs and explanatory materlal de-

of the city's civic and cultural life. Of
particular interest is his explanation of
the evolution of Meadow Brook Hall,
the stately mansion which now plays
host to seminars and educational activ-
ities at Oakland University; which is
bullt on 1,200 acres of the original Ma-
tilda Dodge Wilson estate.

Notes Ferry, “The fabulous automo-
tive fortunes of Detroft gave birth to
some of the cltys most nverwhelmlng

Hills,
Son(h!leld ‘Troy, Farmington and mr

Few of Oakland County's newer
landmarks seem to have escaped his
perceptive eye. Of interest are the S.
Brooks Barron and Hilbert DeLawter
homes in Bloomfield Hills, Birming-
ham's Temple Beth E, and the exten-
sion of the city along Lodge Freeway.

The historically inclined reader, of
which I am one, will find Ferry's writ-
ing style eminently readable. The book
is filled with information both Intrigu-
ing and clarifying about the forefathers

of virtu-
osity. In the of their dom-

the basement there was to be a ball-
room and a swimming pool. Since John
Dodge was a lover of flowers, formal
gardens and a greenhouse were to con-
tain rare specimens gathered from all
over the world. A small artificial pen-
insula was built, which was to lead to a
private dock for the splendid Dodge
yacht.

“Then in 1920, as the work was near-
ing completion, John Dodge unexpect-
edly died. For 20 years the house stood

iciles few could hope to rival the Dodge
family. When John F. Dodge declded to
build & house on Lake Shore road in
Grosse Pointe, no expenditure of mon-
ey was consldered too great to assure
the maximum in quallty. The walls
were to be of solid stone. Granlte was
shipped in from quarries in Weymouth,
Massachussetts, From Scotland came
110 stonecutters. Some of them
worked for days, even weeks, on & sin-
gle plece of granite. The mansion was
to contain 110 rooms and 24 baths. In

and neglected. Finally in
1841 it was torn down and the property
subdivided,

“Matilda R. Dodge, the widow of
John F. Dodge, did not give up the idea
of a grand mansion. By 1929 the
sprawling baronial mansion was com-
pleted in the quiet hills of Rochester.”

Ferry's descriptions of splendid
plans, their execution and their influ-
ence on modern-day design will add
immeasurably to the enjoyment of any-
one who decides to use this work as a
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A. Flip-top Game Table. Card table top
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Special $449.

8 & C. Adull and child-size Rockers for
greal gifts! B. Handsome Plymouth
Hocker, 44" h., Special $99...C. Child's
Boston Rocker .27" high black & gold.
Special $55..maple without decorat
ions, Special $49.

D Country English Hi-Lo Table...can be
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HOLIDAY SPECIAL
Poinsettias (Red, Pink, White)
trimmed with frosted follage cone &
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Metro delivery special, order by Dec.

19th. Order two and save 10%. Order
* three and save 20%. From $13.00 up.
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Exelusively at Ray Interiors*
Drexel Heritage Showcase Stores!
Just the right accessory can brighten up a room for the holidays and all year ‘round --- 1@
light antique brass finish Amanda lamp with linen-covered shade. Shown are four s(yles
each specially designed to complement our entire line of Drexel Heritage home
“furnishings and quality to satisfy discriminating tastes. Our pr
interior designers can help you select just the right lamp, for gift-giving or for your home,
to reflect your good taste. But hurry in! Make your choice of Amanda lamps before the
lights go out on this exclusive sale, Dec. 31, 1980t

Ray Interiors

Michigan’s first Drexel Heritage
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8 \« o 3601 Plymouth Rd., Ann Arbor - 835-9095
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