Open meeting dispute remains

Judge clears way for new OU prexy

By KAREN SUE HERMES

Oakland County Circuit Judge Alice
Gilbert told Oakland University
Wednesday it can inaugurate its new
president, Joseph Champagne’of Hous-

, ton, Tex.

However, she said she will review
the process the university used in se-
lecting ' Champagne to determine
whether the process violated the state’s
.Open Meetings Act.

Meanwhile, the state Attorney Gen-
eral's Office, which maintains the pro-
cess did violate the act, will seek $500
in damages from each of OU's eight
trustees.

The Attorney General's Office sued
the trustees Nov. 7, charging they vio-
lated the act by dividing in groups of
less than a quorum to interview candi-
dates for the unversity's presidency.

JOSEPH CHAMPAGNE
New OU president

‘THE OPEN Meetings Act, the attor-
ney general maintains, says all inter-
views by a public bedy for appeintment
to a public office must be held in an
open meeting.
< However, the trustees’ attorney,
James Howlett -of Bloomfield Hills,
‘Tmaintains the act allows public bodies
“to hold such interviews in private when
the cadidates request their appilica-
tions be kept confidential.

He said all of the candidates for the
unversity presidency requested confi-
dentiality.

On Nov. 17, Judge Gilbert enjoined
trustees from swearing in QU's new
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president until she could interpret the
act.

At Howlelt's request, she dissolved
that injunction Wednesday.

“It’s time to remove the cloud over
Oakland University,” she said. “It's
time for celebration. He (the new presi-
dent) should receive a warm welcome
without any question.”

IN ADDITION to asking her to dis-
solve the injuntion, Howlett asked
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P.R. HAIG
CUSTOM JEWELERS

Give the person of your choice the ingredi-
ents for one of the most personal and unique
gifts of all. Let us select and package for you
gold and loose gemstones to be created into
a unique original design after the holidays.

We also have a complete stock
of antique and modern jewelry.

652-3660

436 Main St. « downtown Rochester
, Mon, Tues, Weds, Sat. 10-6; Thurs. & Fri. 10-9

And designed by our consultant for your
. individual hair texture, your facial structure,
your lifestyle truly custom "hairshopi
1o accent your best features, flatter
others. Shampoo, styling and conditioner
included, 15.00, reg. 25.00
And save 50% on our permanent wave, now 35.00,
reg. 70.00, including shampoo, hairshaping, and
styling. Beauty Salon, Lord & Taylor,
tord & Taylor, Twelve Oaks—call 348-3400.
Offer ends December 31.
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Judge Gilbert to dismiss the case.

He argued that since trustees have
selected a new president, the issue of
whether the processs they used violat-
ed the Open Meetings Act is moot.

He said trustees have tio need to re-
peat the process.

“There is no reason for the court to
issue a declaratory judgment,” he said.
“Delcaratory judgments are intended
for actual controversy before some-
thing happens.”

Futhermore, he said, the state Legis-

lature has proposed a bill removing
from the Open Meetings Act the re-
quirement for publie boards to hold in-
terviews for public offices in public
meetings.

Debra Devine, assistant state atton-
ey general, argued that the bill isn't
law yet.

She said, and Judge Gilbert agreed,
that the state Attorney General's Off-
ice needs a court interpretation of the
Open Meetings Act so it can better en-
force it.
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THE BEST 529°° YOU’LL |
SPEND THIS WINTER.

KAST’S FALL GAS
FURNACE CHECK-UP.
NOW $29.95

Here's whal we'll do to prevent heating problems

« Creck neat exchanger tr
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the key to your comfort.
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580 S. Telegraph Road, Ponliac. Call 336-8255

Quality service. It's
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Other offices in Royat Oak. Call 542-3850 or 6427150

SEMI-ANNUAL
SALE

25 .50% .-

ON A SELECT GROUP OF FOOTWEAR
ALL SALES FINAL

GABE SHOES

KENDALLWOOD CENTER
12 Mile & Farmington Rd.

-2 ton
Farmington Hills, Mich.
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expires Dec. 22

pic-size pool, we've got more of what you want in a heaith
club! Remember, no other health club offers all the facilities
of Vic Tanny for both men and women. seven days a week -
and our Executive facilities are the finest around.

Take advantage of our Holiday Season offer and enjoy all
our exclusive Executive Club facilities for two years - for the
price of one year. From our jogging track to our racquetball
courts, from our aerobic exercise dance classes to our olym-

2 years for the price of the first
year alone!

Join America's biggest and best health club chain now and get two years of regular Executive Club membership
for the price of the first year alone.

Men...Women Call Now!

VIC TANNY BLOOMFIELD EXECUTIVE
HEALTH & RACQUET CLUB .

6420 Telegraph Rd. at Maple Rd. 855-2300



